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From the rector

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Parish Luncheon - Today 
Today we observe our ‘dedication festival’. It will certainly 
not be on the scale of last year’s, which featured an orchestral 
mass setting, the Bishop as guest preacher and the Governor-
General as our special guest. However, in order to try and 
mark the occasion with some festivity I am inviting you to 
a Parish Zoom Luncheon from Midday – 1pm. Whether you 
have a feast ready to go or just a sandwich, join in! You might like to have a charged glass 
ready for a toast or two. We will break up into smaller groups for which will get shuffled 
around every 10-15 minutes  a bit like a progressive dinner without the bother.  

‘Anglicanism’ Seminar Series Begins Wednesday 7.30pm via Zoom
If you would like to ponder what this particular expression of Christianity which we call 
Anglicanism is about – its faith, history, spirtuality, liturgy and the challenges and opportunities 
it faces now and into the future — we are beginning a seminar series this Wednesday evening. Is 
there more to our existence than a despotic king wanting a divorce? Can and should Anglicanism 
have a future? We will be basing our discussions on the very readable Anglicanism: A Very Short 
Introduction by Mark Chapman (Oxford University Press – available in print and as an e-book).  
Please email me if you would like to participate. 

Re-opening for Services 
I am pleased to say that we will be resuming Sunday worship at St Paul’s as of next week with a 9am 
Eucharist on Sundy 16th August. It will be necessary to book to attend this service and information 
about booking is available overleaf. We will be continuing our online Zoom service as well, so if 
you are a vulnerable person or have a chronic condition and do not feel you should attend or are 
otherwise unable to attend in person, you can continue to join with us for online worship. 

Due to the onerous cleaning and personnel resources required for compliance with our COVID-
Safe obligations, we are not yet planning the resumption of other regular onsite activities. 

Pax,  
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DeDication Festival DeDication Festival 

Join our Sunday Zoom Service 
just click on this link

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84104942744?pwd=NWdWUDMvS3lwWFVRVDQ2cUlVWXhpUT09

Meeting ID: 841 0494 2744
Password: manuka
To phone in mobile: 

+61370182005,,84104942744#,,1#,766416# 
+61731853730,,84104942744#,,1#,766416#

Dial in:         +61 2 8015 6011

Booking to Worship at St Paul’s 
If you would like to book to attend next Sunday’s celebration of the Eucharist at St 

Paul’s, click on this link:
 https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/116180293385

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84104942744?pwd=NWdWUDMvS3lwWFVRVDQ2cUlVWXhpUT09
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/116180293385
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a service oF Praise, Prayer anD Proclamation

   
PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING TO GOD

The minister greets the people and reads the sentence of the day
Like living stones,let yourselves be built into a spiritual house,to be a holy priesthood,to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Godthrough Jesus Christ.                1 Peter 2.5

The following or a similar thanksgiving may be said together.
Almighty God, we praise you for the blessings
brought to the world through your Church.
We bless you for the grace of the sacraments,
for our fellowship in Christ
with you and with each other,
for the teaching of the Scriptures,
and for the preaching of your word.
We thank you for the example of your saints,
for your faithful servants departed this life
and for the memory of all that has been true and good
 in their lives.
Number us with them
in the company of the redeemed in heaven;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Bountiful God,
to whose glory we celebrate the dedication
of St Paul’s as a house of prayer:
we praise you for the many blessings
you have given to those who worship in this Parish
and we pray that all who seek you in through it may find you,
and being filled with the Holy Spirit
may become a living temple acceptable to you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

This prayer or a suitable alternative is said in preparation for the reading and teaching of 
Scripture.
Thank you, Father, for making yourself known to us
and showing the way of salvation
through faith in your Son.
We ask you now to teach and encourage us
through your word,
so that we may be ready to serve you;
for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Psalm 122
1 I was glad when they said to me:
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’
2 And now our feet are standing:
within your gates, O Jerusalem;
3 Jerusalem which is built as a city:
where the pilgrims gather in unity.
4 There the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord:
as he commanded Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
5 There are set thrones of judgement:
the thrones of the house of David.
6 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
may those who love you prosper.
7 Peace be within your walls:
and prosperity in your palaces.
8 For the sake of my kindred and companions:
I will pray that peace be with you.
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God:
I will seek for your good.

a Reading fRom the fiRst ePistle of st PeteR

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands 
in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
    a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the very head of the corner,”
and
“A stone that makes them stumble,
    and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.
Once you were not a people,
    but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
    but now you have received mercy.

a Reading fRom the gosPel accoRding to st matthew 7.24-29

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man 
who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
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on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house, and it fell—and great was its fall!”
Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

Reflection

This Affirmation of Faith may be used. 
We believe in one God,
who made and loves all that is.
We believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was born, lived, died and rose again,
and is coming to call all to account.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who calls, equips and sends out God’s people,
and brings all things to their true end.
This is our faith, the faith of the Church:
We believe in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN

We are a temple of God’s indwelling Holy Spirit,yet we have grieved him.The temple of our bodies 
does not belong to us,but was bought at the price of Christ’s precious blood.So we come, in sorrow 
yet with confidence,to ask forgiveness of our Father in heaven.

Let us now confess our sins to almighty God.
Heavenly Father,
you have loved us with an everlasting love,
but we have broken your holy laws
and have left undone what we ought to have done.
We are sorry for our sins
and turn away from them.
For the sake of your Son who died for us,
forgive us, cleanse us and change us.
By your Holy Spirit,
enable us to live for you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The minister declares God’s forgiveness.
God desires that none should perish,
but that all should turn to Christ, and live.
In response to his call we acknowledge our sins.
God pardons those who humbly repent, and truly believe the gospel.
Therefore we have peace with God, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER

Prayers of intercession are offered concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

CONCLUDING RITE

This or a similar prayer may be said.
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers,
feeding us with your word,
and encouraging us in our meeting together.
Take us and use us
to love and serve you
and all people,
in the power of your Spirit
and in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The service may conclude with this blessing.
God has given you the citizenship of heaven, with his blessed and beloved,and the whole 
company of the redeemed.Amen.
God give you the will to live each day in life eternal. Amen.
God bring you to the home
that Christ prepares for all who love him. Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Like living stones, precious in his sight,
go in peace to proclaim the mighty acts of God.
Thanks be to God.



st Paul’s 1938-1939
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Proclamation oF the Parish 1950 

more archive photos may be viewed by Clicking Here  

http://stpaulsmanuka.org.au/st-pauls-photo-archive/


- 12 -

‘From the PulPit’: 
DeDicateD anD set aPart From all common uses

THE REVEREND BEN EDWARDS

LOOKING BACK TO past events and the observance of anniversaries have been important parts 
of Christian cultic and cultural life from the earliest days of the Church. As a religious 

community the Church has been called since inception to be a community of remembrance, 
‘Do this in remembrance of me’ says the Lord.  The nascent Church added to the keeping 
of this Eucharistic remembrance by also commemorating the anniversaries of martyrs, and 
establishing shrines and rituals associated with their saintly heroes and heroines. 

There are of course joyful and sorrowful anniversaries which punctuate all our lives. 
Birthdays, weddings, deaths, starting a new job, moving somewhere … We keep many types 
of anniversaries, although some people (wives) are thought to be more disposed toward 
marking anniversaries than others (husbands). Last week it occurred to me that two years had 
passed since I first made the trip down to St Paul’s from Orange to join in the appointments 
board process which ultimately led to me becoming your rector. And today, as I was over in 
the church with rain pouring down and feeling rather frozen through, I remembered that 
it was this time last year that I was at an AFL match at Manuka Oval at which it started 
to snow. And of course, it was on that same cold, bleak August weekend last year that we 
celebrated the Oak Anniversary of St Paul’s Church, Manuka. 

In the late 1930s, despite many reasons to defer the construction of this church, the Anglican 
community of South Canberra summoned the optimism and confidence to pursue its vision 
of a new Anglican church for Canberra. The construction photos of the emerging church 
show just how visionary and optimistic those aspirations were – the church appearing as ’St 
Paul’s in the Fields’.  

In the intervening decades the city and our church building have grown. Perhaps not a 
conventional beauty, but a fine example of inter-war Gothic art deco and endowed with a 
solemn dignity, St Paul’s is an important symbol of Christian presence, prayer and ministry 
in the immediate vicinity of our great national institutions. 

In reflecting on what our dedication festival might mean for us this year I find myself 
entertaining two seemingly contradictory observations. 

On the one hand, the last five months has brought home to us all the reality that the Church 
is not a building or a place but that we are the ‘living stones’ of the Church. We belong 
to a mystical community, not to a building. Without a building to gather in these last five 
months, the life of the Church through this community of the Parish of Manuka has not 
ended or paused. It has continued in various ways. We have continued to worship. We have 
continued to teach the faith. We have continued to offer pastoral and material support. We 
have continued to share fellowship with one another.   

Yet, on the other hand, while we may understand that we are the ‘living stones’ of the Church, 
the last five months has also taught us that place and space make significant contributions to 
the way we worship and our sense of connection with God and one another. Parish churches, 
usually found in the geographical heart of a community, are dedicated spaces where the 
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hearts of communities may draw together with God in the week-to-week ordinariness of life, 
as well as at those special moments which often become the anniversaries we mark in our 
lives thereafter.  And there is something about setting aside a particular part of our week 
to be in a place that is dedicated for worship and to enter into that space both physically 
and spiritually. We may find it comforting or centring, re-orienting, stabilising, enervating, 
uplifting, healing, affirming or peaceful … And I guess that’s why since the first opportunity 
it became safe and practical to do so, Christians have created communal worship spaces, 
setting themselves solidly within communities so that anyone seeking that spiritual space 
may find it available to them.   

The strange circumstances of the last five months have perhaps given us a deeper sense of 
the important role that the parish church plays in our lives. I hope that at the very least this 
experience means that we won’t take our common worship for granted and that we will find 
a renewed dedication stir within us to receive the sacrament and worship together. And that 
leaves us with a challenging thought. Just as the Church building is ‘dedicated and set apart 
from all common uses’, to the glory of God, so too, we the baptised are called to lives that 
are dedicated to God. Our baptismal vocation is not to maintain a vague cultural interest or 
appreciation of the Church. It is to live as temples of the Holy Spirit, the gift of our baptism. 
We are called to dedicate ourselves to loving God and one another, which is to devote, to 
consecrate our lives to God. This idea is captured in a prayer in the liturgy for the placing of 
a church’s foundation stone. The Bishop prays: 

O Almighty God, who hast built thy Church upon the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the head Corner-stone: 
Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that 
we may be made an holy temple acceptable unto thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The pandemic has brought its own challenges for the Church and it has accelerated other 
adjustments in the life of the Church. I hope that as we return to worshipping in the Church 
again after this long interval, that we will find our own measure of that confidence and vision 
that resulted in the dedication of St Paul’s 81 years ago. 

Our patron St Paul knew from his own experience that journeys can go unexpectedly, with 
delays, shipwrecks, legal problems, illnesses, even deaths affecting them. Things may not 
always turn out and work as we plan, but we can be confident in God’s paramount purposes 
and timing, and the abiding presence of God’s Holy Spirit with us on the journey.  
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saints alive! 
3 auGust: stePhen, Deacon anD martyr

THE REVEREND ElAINE FARMER
The Feast of Stephen, which falls on Boxing Day, is frequently overshadowed by Christmas, so the Calendar 

provides an alternative commemoration for August. 

‘THE PAST DOES not repeat itself, but it rhymes.’  They say Mark Twain said that but, whether 
that’s true or not, it’s certainly a saying that resonates with Stephen’s story. Stephen, 

deacon, first martyr of the Christian church and hero of Luke’s story this morning from the 
Acts of the Apostles. 

Stephen, you’ll recall, was one of seven men of good standing chosen at the instigation of 
the disciples.  They wanted to devote all their time to prayer and preaching.  The seven 
were to devote their time to service of the people, to [waiting] on tables, as Luke puts it;to 
distributing food to the widows and the needy.  Stephen was extremely good at his new job.  
Full of grace and power, he did great wonders and signs among the people and in no time 
he’d made enemies at the local synagogue. 

It seems Stephen didn’t confine himself to service alone but invaded the disciples’ territory 
of preaching.  He spoke with wisdom apparently and traded arguments with men of 
the Temple – who didn’t like it.  They set about stirring up the people against Stephen, 
organising false witnesses to accuse him of blasphemy, and building a case against him.  
Then they hauled him before the council. 

Thus far there are strong resonances with the story of Jesus but, where Jesus remained 
relatively silent at his trial, Stephen did not.  He delivered himself of a worthy but wordy 
discourse on Jewish history.  He began with Abraham, dashed through the patriarchs, 
Joseph and Moses, and the exodus, made a quick excursus to pull in to David, Solomon and 
the Temple, and wound it all up with a quick lecture on theology –corrective in tone – and 
making it clear that he lumped his irate hearers with the bad guys of history. 

“You lot are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears,” he challenged, ‘forever 
opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do.  They killed the prophets who 
foretold the coming of the Righteous One and now you’ve betrayed and murdered him!

Not winning words for a preacher.  What’s more, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and perhaps 
by his own passionate rhetoric and remembrance of things past, he spoke of seeing Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God.

[He] saw the glory of God, he said, just as he’d told them the God of glory had appeared 
to Abraham.  It was all very well to the people if he associated himself with the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, but here he was claiming the imprimatur of their whole tradition, the 
approval of all the great heroes of the faith from Abraham on.  And the crowd screamed 
their outrage and hauled him outside the city, presumably to the place of execution, and the 
stones flew, and flew, until he died. 

But before he died, he prayed and the resonances with Jesus’ story become stronger and 
stronger.  Conflict with the authorities; trumped-up charges; self-righteous outrage; even 
dragging him outside the city to kill him to adhere to the prohibition in the Law against 
killing an innocent person – this is all very déjà vu.  Admittedly, Jesus was killed by the 
Romans; Stephen died at the hands of the mob – it was a lynching.



- 15 -

Even so, Stephen died in imitation of Jesus. 

And he prayed in imitation of Jesus as well – albeit directly to him.  ‘Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.  Do not hold this sin against them.’

Here is faithful obedience – expensive at that.  Here is genuine piety – worthy of imitation.  
Because the point is not so much that he prayed, but for what he prayed.  And how.  ‘Father, 
forgive them,’ Jesus pleaded for his persecutors and executioners, ‘for they do not know 
what they are doing.’

Lord, do not hold this sin against them,’ Stephen pleaded for his.  In neither case, is there 
ridicule of the people, of their executioners, or of their lack of understanding.  In neither 
case, is there triumphalism over their ignorance.  In both cases – Jesus and Stephen – they 
pray for the salvation of their tormentors.  That they might know the benefit and beauty of 
repentance – and return, heart and mind, to their God.

And with this element of salvation we reach a second vital point in Luke’s story. Saul.  Luke 
introduces him with subtle literary panache.  He hasn’t appeared before and is brought in 
simply, without any hint of the great roles he will play, first as persecutor of the gospel of 
Christ, and then as its champion.  Then, quickly and starkly, Luke says Stephen prayed, 
and died, and Saul approved of their killing him.

Thus the Luke’s story shifts from Stephen’s martyrdom to the terrible persecutions Saul 
unleashed against the church in Jerusalem.  The apostles were scattered throughout the 
countryside of Judea and Samaria.  Meanwhile, Saul set about ravaging the church by 
entering house after house, dragging off both men and women, [and]committing them to 
prison.

BUT ... Luke holds action and meaning are tightly together.  The fact that he inserts Stephen’s 
prayer for forgiveness of his executioners between introducing Saul, and Saul’s launching 
his massacres of the new Christians implies that Luke thinks Paul is to be a forgiven man.  
Even if he had been an approving bystander helpfully holding the coats of those who were 
actually throwing the stones at Stephen, still he was a forgiven man.  It seems Luke meant 
to portray Stephen’s death as pivotal in Saul’s later spectacular conversion.  Saul, renamed 
Paul, later says: ‘while the blood of your witness Stephen was shed, I myself was standing 
by, approving, and keeping the coats of those who killed him.’

So much else about Paul’s life was important in the choices he made – his Jewish background, 
his status as a Pharisee, his education and Roman citizenship – but Stephen’s martyrdom 
is crucial to Paul’s later repentance and transformation into a ‘prophet-like-Jesus’, just as 
Stephen had been so eloquently. 

Stephen and Paul – ‘prophets-like-Jesus’.  Stephen’s story flows into Paul’s. Martyrdom 
and murder do their worst but a prayer for forgiveness echoing the dying words of Jesus 
ultimately wins through and the stain of hatred is washed away.  At the end of the day this 
is an Easter story.  It is not about a cop-out with a sentimental twist to its tail – that we can 
do what we like and we will always be forgiven.  It is an Easter story that says salvation 
is God’s hope for each of us.  That there is forgiveness in the heart of God for those who 
would be ‘prophets-like-Jesus’.  For those who would look into their souls with courage 
and repentance.  Who would pray, ‘Lord, do not hold our sins against us.  Guide us on our 
paths to you, so that we, like Stephen, Paul and all the ‘prophets-like-Jesus’, might find our 
home in you.

The Lord be with you on your way ...
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Generosity
CHRISTINE BOllEN

Neighbourly spirit,
Kindness itself,

Springs innately,
Breaks down boundaries,

Heartwarmingly felt.

Generosity
Tugs at disputes,

Even trips the unwary,
Tugs at the psyche

For the sake of humanity.

By your deeds will you be known,
By your faith you will be shown

The way.
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Could you have filled this space? 

Parishioner contributions to the E-pistle are encouraged, 
esepcially personal reflections. 

Submissions need to reach the Rector by COB Thursdays. 
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reconciliation GrouP neWs
DR ROD KING 

ON JulY 30 a group of 16 from St Paul’s had a lively Zoom discussion with Celia Kemp. 
She joined us from Alice Springs where she spends time on community, Scripture, 

theology, prayer, desert spirituality and nature. Until recently, she was the Reconciliation 
Coordinator for the Anglican Board of Mission (ABM) and also authored their acclaimed 
bible study apps: Into the Desert and Deep calls to Deep.

Celia emphasised the need to engage with our haunting history of misunderstanding of 
native peoples and of the need to establish a theological bridge to allow deep engagement 
individually and as a church. Reconciliation needs to start in our own lives. Individually 
we need to read and take on board where reconciliation fits in our faith with an emphasis 
on what to be and not so much on what to do.

Nevertheless, some sort of action is needed and we can’t walk away and leave it to our 
legislators. We all felt devastated by the Government’s official dismisal of the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart: a statement generated by consensus by First Australians. We 
also expressed considerable cynicism about the Government’s recent initiative to bridge 
the gap. Based on their long professional involvement with Aboriginal initiatives, George 
Menham, Lynette Glendinning and Celia were united in their criticism of Government-
imposed initiatives.

Overall, we have a number of tasks to consider: 
• to revisit history and our own experience in a theologically reflective manner;
• to listen and learn; 
• to help grow a critical mass so that eventually truth prevails. 
• to work through the Voice in the Wilderness study book.  Next week Thursday 

August 13 at 7 pm is the final of the four St Paul’s Zoom-meetings on Reconciliation 
based on Celia Kemp’s study guide which is available online from ABM  at www.
abmission.org. Contact Les Bohm (les.bohm@gmail.com) if you need the Zoom link.

• to donate effectively and via ABM. This option was raised by Celia without knowing 
of St Paul’s current support in 2019 of $12000. So, lets push forward with Parishioners 
renewing the commitments we began last year for three ABM field projects.

If you would like to make a donation via the St Paul’s AIDF account use:
BSB 702-389 a/c 05209954.    In your transaction reference please cite: ABM and your 
name. 

For any questions, including our ongoing financial support for the Solomon Islands Anglican Church, 
contact the MIA treasurer Rod King by email at  rwerking@gmail.com 

http://www.abmission.org
http://www.abmission.org
mailto:rwerking@gmail.com
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 Personal reFlection: sinGinG in the school chaPel choir
IAN MACDIARMID

As pART OF my spiritual journey I was a member of the chapel school choir – for 10 years 
(from 1961 to 1970) – first I was a young treble and then when my voice broke, a bass/

baritone.  The reason for the latter – I was too lazy to work on being a tenor as I found the 
music notes a little high. Actually as it turns out I am a second tenor not a first tenor. The 
more challenging thing was that I did not, and still don’t, read music.  However, I have a 
very good ear for music and if I stood next to someone who knew the part harmony then 
I could pick the tune up very quickly. As an aside – later in life when I was in musicals 
and opera I would learn the actual singing parts ‘parrot fashion’ by having the parts on 
cassette tapes and learn them to memory. The learning method worked thankfully.   

 Singing in the chapel school choir was part of my spiritual journey. It was uplifting, 
good for the soul and brought a more meaningful relationship to Christ Jesus through the 
singing of hymns, psalms and anthems.

Studies show that choral singing improves our mood, with a decrease in stress, depression 
and anxiety. Singing in a group offers us a sense of belonging to something bigger than 
ourselves. Being a member of the chapel school choir gave me a sense of spiritual belonging 
in the Christian world of my beliefs in Christ Jesus. 

The junior school choir, which I was part of, made a record of a Carol Service in 1964. That 
same year was the 75th Anniversary of the Foundation of the School and it was therefore 
decided to have a Thanksgiving Service at St Andrew’s Cathedral in Sydney. Just imagine 
the singing by 1,000 voices (masters and boys). Being part of the treble section of the school 
choir, singing descants in such choral pieces as the Te Deum – Standford in B Flat. Then 
as part of the Service there was the stirring singing of the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ – (I was just 
managing to sing the high treble line as my voice was beginning to break!). 

I find singing in church can assist me in my expression and response to the Lord. It helps 
me to unite and be part of the discipleship of the Church. 

I do miss the regular worship services at St Paul’s which I am sure you all do, but particularly 
I miss the singing of hymns. Zora and I try and compensate for this by watching ‘Songs 
of Praise’ (from the UK) on ABC TV Channel 2 – for half an hour on Sunday mornings 
starting at 11:30 am.  We sing along with the familiar hymns and kind of feel part of the 
church services in the UK.  
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DeDication Festival - 2019 oak anniversary 
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oaks oF riGhteousness

a relFection on st Paul’s oak anniversary in 2019
DARYl MORINI

CERTAIN DAYS ARE so full of anticipation that their contents bulge right out of their temporal 
frames. These are typically the days which jut out of our lives, marking out meaning and 

towering above routine. 

A fifth birthday is like this: blowing out candles on one’s favourite cake surrounded by one’s 
very best friends. Everything is alive with wonder and potential—and presents! Surely, such 
unbridled happiness must last forever. But the moment the shutter clicks mid-way through a 
final ‘hooray’, the instant is captured and gone. Preserved yet lost. Buried but indestructible.

A wedding day is like this: the groom nervously awaiting the bride, staring at a gaggle of 
friends and family shamelessly staring back at him giggling, whispering and calling out. It is a 
scene at once absurd and solemn, over in the blink of an eye and a gesticulating photographer’s 
flash and yet unmoored from time, suspended into eternity.

A funeral is like this: pews awash in a sea of black pressing forward and circulating about a 
casket in great semi-circles, whispering, crying, mourning because it is over. This time the 
moment is surely gone because there is no photographer to eternalise it in High Definition 
pixels. But this time, too, perhaps most clearly of all, we see the paradox that what we have lost 
was never really there in our idealised, fixed and retrievable image of the past, but was always 
in motion, always becoming and never quite being—and never ours to gain or lose.

This day in the life of our parish felt exactly like this. It was at once momentous, triumphant 
and filled with the sounds of proverbial trumpets announcing the ineffable but definite 
quality of the historic in our midst. It was a day whose coattails you sought to seize, to grasp 
and pin down—though you weren’t quite sure how or why. What mattered was to capture 
this momentous birthday. Eighty years! To preserve the moment the Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, a gentle and elegant figure—whose stiff posture and familiarity 
with a shovel hinted at his years of service as an Officer in the Infantry—stooped down to 
playfully help barely upright toddlers to pour soil onto the roots of a timid sapling promising 
to one day grow into a mighty oaken giant.

But again, the moment was gone much sooner than I—clumsily wielding the DSLR—had 
anticipated. The dreadful sentiment arose, the very same one whose name escapes language, 
of the fleetingness of all things, of the vanity of which the Preacher spoke, filling every photon 
of light entering the wearied lens of my Canon 70D. Having lost hope that I had preserved 
the essence of what this charming, radiant and wholesome day had felt like and meant to its 
hundreds of congregants, I became heavy-laden from the thought that the moment was truly 
lost this time. And that I, as the photographer, had lost it.

It is odd but beyond doubt that the days on which life’s beauty pops out of its frame are 
the very same ones over which death casts its longest shadow, in the form or our dreadful 
realisation of the very fragility of this life. ‘For what is your life?’ James asks us (4:14). ‘It is even 
a vapor that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.’ Other translations capture 
this unsettling feeling of being mere ‘mist’, ‘morning fog’, ‘vapour’, ‘a puff of smoke’.

And it is stranger yet but doubtless true that this painful consciousness of the mortality of 
all things—vanitas vanitatum—is equally present on a fifth as on an eightieth birthday. It is 
difficult to accept that such a sombre thought should cloud the claimed happiest days of our 
lives. But it is psychologically accurate, as all parents, and anyone who has been so happy that 
they have cried for fear of losing this happiness, will attest. In these and similar cases, the 
existential heaviness we feel weighing upon the present, so irksome in its untimeliness among 
a feast of smiles and applause, is heightened by, indeed is only the contrast cast by having 
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suddenly reached the surprisingly desolate peak of earthly happiness.

But this feeling, which always accompanies the historic and the significant, was only half 
the story of this most remarkable day on this prudent spring morning at St. Paul’s Manuka 
Anglican Parish, because this was a parish and not a person whose first eighty years we 
were celebrating. It was not a mere brick building whose anniversary we were marking, 
but the foundation of a spiritual house made of living stones and a mosaic of the livesof 
so many saints of the church, and their heroic deeds and inspiring expressions of faith, 
a human arch bending backwards thousands of years towards Calvary—and extending 
ahead of us thousands more. It was not the arbitrary biological age of a community of 
fleshly bodies—mere vapours—we celebrated, but a milestone in the local life of the 
universal Body of Christ.

As the Governor-General remarked prior to ceremonially ‘planting’ the meticulously 
pre-positioned sapling on the church lawn, he mentioned that oaks were cited numerous 
times in the Bible. In the Old Testament, the oak is synonymous with strength and is 
rich with ceremonial associations. One of the most memorable references to the species 
is to be found in the prophet Isaiah’s famed metaphor: ‘They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendour.’ (61:3)

What are the qualities of those upon whom this title is bestowed by God? Upon closer 
reflection, their traits are not listed as specific virtuous qualities so much as actions. 
Righteousness, in this passage, is a verb. ‘They’ are called righteous who proclaim good 
news to the poor and the release of prisoners from darkness; comfort those who mourn; 
provide for the aggrieved; bestow joy upon those in despair; rebuild ancient ruins; and 
renew the ruined cities. In doing this, the said oaks of righteousness display not their 
own, but God’s glory.

Isaiah’s ‘spirit of despair’ can still shroud the pious and sinners alike. The thought can 
intrude into a wedding day, or a birthday, or even an oak jubilee that in the end all this, 
too, is vanity and chasing after the winds. This sapling, too, will perish: in 700 years 
maybe, but it will surely die. These bricks, too, will crumble. This whole scene will soon 
fade not only from our memories, but from our hard drives and singed photos. All is 
mere vapour.

This might be the last word for cigarette-wielding Continental existentialists. But we are 
no such thing: we are Christians. And to Christians, this ‘in the end’ is true, but only 
half true. For Ecclesiastes is misunderstood if he is not read up to his dramatic ‘end of 
the matter’ (12:13): ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man.’

Even Jesus, we recall, was tempted to jump into the abyss. Intriguingly, it is precisely 
after defeating the Devil that Jesus returned to Galilee and Nazareth ‘in the power of 
the Spirit’ (Luke 4:14) and preached in a synagogue from the very same part of Isaiah on 
righteousness. (He isn’t recorded citing the final ‘oaks’ passage).

We may still wonder why oaks are the Biblical tree of choice in this metaphor. The 
Reverend Mark Woods has a touching parable. He writes that, when it grows alone, 
the field oak becomes tangled, hunched over itself, close to the ground. In contrast, ‘the 
woodland oak grows with other trees. Consequently, it doesn't spread, like its cousin in 
the field. It grows straighter and higher, because it reaches towards the light. The oaks 
of righteousness are plural. They are woodland oaks, growing together.’ This reminds 
us that we, too, grow straighter together, that this day didn’t depend at all on our eyes, 
brains or cameras to save and that we, plural, were the ones who had been saved. And 
that’s worth celebrating.

This article was first published in Community - Spring 2019. 



- 29 -

the ecclesiastical mystery tour 
DR ADA CHEuNG

Where am I?

Location:  Europe

 

Dates:  Original structure 12th century; 
current building constructed 1394-1414
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Denomination:  Roman Catholic

Last week our Tardis landed at the 
Kirche am Steinhof, in Vienna
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WelcominG you Back to church on site  - 
From the rector

We will be resuming services of Holy Communion at St Paul’s from Sunday 16 August. Due to our 
cleaning protocols we will not be offering multiple morning services at this time. The following 
information is provided to prepare all parishioners who plan to join with us for on site worship. 
Please keep in mind that these protocols are designed to minimise the risk of infection for all who 
come on site in compliance with our COVID-Safe Plan. 

Feel Free to stay at home
Firstly, no one should feel pressured to return to services in the church at this stage. We understand 
and respect that many people in our community of faith may prefer not to join a physical gathering 
like a church service at this time. We urge those who are at high-risk of infection to exercise due 
caution by staying at home. We will be continuing our weekly online Zoom service and also streaming 
the service held in the Church. 

If you do wish to book to attend a service, please take note of these requirements. We also encourage 
you to downlaod the COVID-Safe app. 
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you must stay aWay iF unWell
• You must not book or attend services if you have any cold or flu-like symptoms,    
 have been overseas or in any Australian COVID-hotspots in the last 14 days or have been in  
 contact with anyone showing signs of Coronavirus eg. fever, dry cough and sore throat.
• If you have booked to attend a service and you or a member of your household are   
 unwell on the day, you must not attend. Please notify us ASAP of your inability to attend        
 by emailing bookings@stpaulsmanuka.org.au or phoning 0499 704 665 so that we can offer  
 your place to someone else.

you must Practise GooD hyGiene 
• use the provided hand sanitiser when entering and exiting from all Parish facilities 
• wash your hands often with soap and water
•  you are welcome to wear a mask during the service
• use alcohol-based hand sanitisers when you can’t use soap and water
• avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth
• avoid unnecessarily touching things
• stay away if you are unwell

you must keeP social DistancinG 
Social distancing is one of the best things we can do to stop the spread of the coronavirus.

• follow social distancing directions from ushers and markers on the floor in areas where   
 people line up (at main entry to church, to receive Communion, and if queueing to enter /  
 exit church premises and at the toilets)
• keep the required 1.5m distance from each other
• do not shake hands, greet others with hugs/kisses
• do not change from your assigned pew during the service

BookinG For services
When services resume, attendance will be by booking in order to comply with social distancing 
restrictions.  An email we be sent to parishioners with the weekly E-pistle with a link to the booking site 
for upcoming services.  Due to the limited numbers, I would ask that you do not treat this like booking 
for highly sought after concerts, but that you limit yourself to one service per fortnight. In August we 
will introduce a mid-week service at 11am on Wednesdays and I would encourage those who are able to 
attend mid-week to take that option to maximise opportunity for those who are restricted to Sundays. 
Any parishioner without internet capacity should contact me or the Church Wardens for assistance. 

What to exPect When you come Back to church
The impact of COVID-19 means that there will be some significant changes in the way we celebrate our 
common worship. While we will all appreciate being back in church together, unfortunately some of 
our former practices need to modified or suspended. We will also need to be very disciplined about 
following the directions of the COVID-Wardens. 

on arrival - screeninG
When you arrive at St Paul’s you will need to be signed in by one of our Covid-Wardens who will 
have a roll of all bookings for that particular service. 

You will also be asked some basic screening questions about your state of health prior to admission. 
You will then be escorted to a seat in the Church. You must not change seats. 

These screening requirements mean that it will take a little bit of time to admit worshippers to the 
Church. Please make sure you arrive at least 15 minutes before the service is scheduled to begin so 
that everyone can be screened in a timely fashion.  
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that’s not my PeW!
Only half of the pews in St Paul’s will be available for use. Anglicans tend to be creatures of 
habit and have been known to be territorial about pews. Unfortunately, with space at a premium, 
worshippers will need to sit in the place to which they are escorted. 
• Worshippers must only sit in the designated zones (marked by a sticker) in each pew.
• Only household groups may sit together, all others must maintain social distancing in their  
 pews. 
• While we are normally unfazed by children moving about the church, for reasons of social  
 distancing it is important that small children don’t freely roam about the church.  

aDministration oF communion 
• The sacrament will be distributed to the congregation only under the species of bread. 
• The administering clergy will have sanitised their hands and worshippers will be   
 requested to do the same on approach to receive the sacrament. 
• An usher will prompt worshippers row by row as to when they may approach the   
 Communion Station. Please remain in your pew until invited to move. 

leavinG the church
To avoid congestion in the aisles at the conclusion of the service, ushers will direct people when it 
is time for them to move to the appropriate exit. Please do not leave your pew until invited to do so 
by an usher. 

There will not be any post-service refreshments and there cannot be any mingling inside the 
church at the end of the service. Social distancing must be maintained at all times on parish 
premises. 

liturGical anD other chanGes 
For the time being these changes will be in place: 
• there will only be one 9am Sunday service and a Wednesday 11am service to commence in  
 August
• attendance will be restricted to the maximum number in compliance with the 4m2 rule
• there will be no communal hymn singing or sung responses however there will be organ  
 music and cantors
• ushers will control movement in and out of the church 
• there will be no offering collections – electronic giving is preferred but cheques  can be   
 placed in the provided collection box 
• there will not be a Greeting of Peace
• there will not be votive candle stations
• Services will be livestreamed via Zoom / Youtube for those unable to be present. 
• there will be only be one lector at each service 
• normal service rosters will not be resuming for the time being
• there will not be any refreshments following the service and the kitchen facilities will not  
 be available. You are welcome to chat outside afterwards but social distancing must be   
 observed. 
• the water dispenser is not available – worshippers should bring their own water bottle
• COVID-Wardens will be on duty at all services to ensure compliance with our COVID-Safe  
 plan. 
    

Despite the changes and restrictions, it will no doubt be uplifting and encouraging to once again 
gather as a community of faith in our Parish Church. In the meantime, if you have any concerns 
please contact me directly ben@stpaulsmanuka.org.au 
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neWs anD notices
                  

✣ 
Seminar Series: The proposed seminar series for 2020 was disrupted by the pandemic shut-
down. The Rector will now be convening an online Seminar Group from August - an op-
portunity to discuss some shared reading on ecclesiastical and theological themes. The first 
topic will be Anglicanism and the primary text is Anglicanism: A Very Short Introduction 
by Mark Chapman from the Oxford Very Short Introduction series. It is available in print or as 
an e-book - please get your own copy. The online seminar sessions will be held on Wednesday 
evenings at 7.30pm. If you are interested in participating please email ben@stpaulsmanuka.
org.au 

 ✣

links
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

https://www.epray.com.au/Pages/Company/MobileApp.aspx

Sunday Service bookings https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/sunday-9am-holy-eucharist-st-pauls-
anglican-church-manuka-south-canberra-tickets-116180293385

✣
Finances

With the suspension of Sunday services and activities, our Parish will experience a 
significant disruption to its income. This is because a significant portion of our giving is 

still taken from the plate in Church, fundraising and hall hire. We are extremeley grateful 
to those parishioners who are using the direct giving system through bank transfer. Other 

parishioners are urged to take up the option of direct transfer for giving puposes. Our 
account details for direct giving are below 

(the receiving institution appears as Indue Ltd): 
BSB 702389 Account 005200454 . 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.epray.com.au/Pages/Company/MobileApp.aspx
 https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/sunday-9am-holy-eucharist-st-pauls-anglican-church-manuka-south-canberra-tickets-116180293385
 https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/sunday-9am-holy-eucharist-st-pauls-anglican-church-manuka-south-canberra-tickets-116180293385
http:// 
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PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office currently closed
(02) 6239 6148  office@stpaulsmanuka.org.au 
www.stpaulsmanuka.org.au  PO Box 3417 Manuka ACT 2603         
Rector
THE REV’D DR BEN EDWARDS              
0499 704 665 ben@stpaulsmanuka.org.au  (day off Monday)
Assisting Clergy 
THE REV’D AlIPATE TuINEAu 
(with responsibility for St David’s Red Hill & Aged Care Ministry) 
(02) 6295 3381 alipate@stpaulsmanuka.org.au (day off Friday)
THE REV’D KAY PENDlEBuRY (HON DEACON ASSISTANT)
(with responsibility for Sacristy, Baptism preparation and EfM)   
0409 313 153     kay.pendlebury@ozemail.com.au


