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From the rector

Dear Parishioners, 

Life in the Parish, like everywhere else at the moment, is uncertain 
and mixed-up. On the one hand there are the disappointments 
and frustrations of not being able to worship as we used to, of 
stalled plans such as our new Junior Choir which we have had 
to put into recess, and the challenges of trying to determine the 
best course of action in a very unpredictable situation.  On the 
other hand, we are exploring other means of engagement, for 
example making virtual connections with our parishioners in aged care and we hope this Sunday 
that some of our parishioners in aged care homes will be able to join us for our Zoom service. 

Having postponed our plans to resume public services last week, I can now advise that we will 
review arrangements when the ACT Government moves to Level 3 in the restrictions plan but it is 
unlikely that we will now re-open before the Spring. 

Meanwhile, the parish clergy are trying to keep in touch with parishioners but I would also 
encourage you to reach out to your friends and acquaintances from church, particularly those you 
haven’t noticed on Zoom or heard from recently.  

Parish Luncheon
On Sunday 9 August we will observe our ‘dedication festival’. It will certainly not be on the scale 
of last year’s, which featured an orchestral mass setting, the Bishop as guest preacher and the 
Governor-General as our special guest. However, in order to try and mark the occasion with some 
festivity I am inviting you to a Parish Zoom Luncheon from Midday - 1pm. I encourage you to 
organise your own nice spread and to have a charged glass ready for a toast or two. We will break 
up into smaller groups for which will get shuffled around every 10-15 minutes  enabling people to 
‘work the room’ as it were. You might even like to make a bit of an effort and dress up smartly for 
the occasion.

Pax,  
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eighth Sunday aFter PentecoSteighth Sunday aFter PentecoSt

Join our Sunday Zoom Service 

just click on this link

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84104942744?pwd=NWdWUDMvS3lwWFVRVDQ2cUlVWXhpUT09

Meeting ID: 841 0494 2744
Password: manuka
To phone in mobile: 
+61370182005,,84104942744#,,1#,766416# 
+61731853730,,84104942744#,,1#,766416#
Dial in:         +61 2 8015 6011
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a Service oF PraiSe, Prayer and Proclamation

   
PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING TO GOD

The minister greets the people and reads the sentence of the day
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.                Romans 8.38–39

The following or a similar thanksgiving may be said together.
Gracious God, we humbly thank you
for life and health and safety,
for freedom to work, leisure to rest,
and for all that is beautiful in creation and human life.
But, above all, we praise you for our Saviour,
Jesus Christ,
for his death and resurrection;
for the gift of your Spirit;
and for the hope of sharing in your glory.
Fill our hearts with all joy and peace in believing;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
O God, the fount of wisdom,
you have revealed to us in Christ
the hidden treasure and the pearl of great price:
grant us your Spirit’s gift of discernment,
that, in the midst of the things of this world,
we may learn to value the priceless worth of your kingdom,
and be ready to renounce all else
for the sake of the precious gift you offer.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

This prayer or a suitable alternative is said in preparation for the reading and teaching of 
Scripture.
Thank you, Father, for making yourself known to us
and showing the way of salvation
through faith in your Son.
We ask you now to teach and encourage us
through your word,
so that we may be ready to serve you;
for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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A ReAding fRom the epistle to the RomAns 8.26-39
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.  We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give 
us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it 
is written,
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A ReAding fRom the gospel AccoRding to st mAtthew 13.44-58
‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  ‘Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls;  on finding one pearl of great value, 
he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net 
that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;  when it was full, they drew 
it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.  So it will be at 
the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous  and 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’  And he said to them, ‘Therefore every 
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’  When Jesus had finished these 
parables, he left that place.  He came to his home town and began to teach the people in their 
synagogue, so that they were astounded and said, ‘Where did this man get this wisdom 
and these deeds of power?  Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? 
And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  And are not all his sisters 
with us? Where then did this man get all this?’  And they took offence at him. But Jesus said 
to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour except in their own country and in their own 
house.’  And he did not do many deeds of power there, because of their unbelief.

Reflection
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This Affirmation of Faith may be used. 
We believe in one God,
who made and loves all that is.
We believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was born, lived, died and rose again,
and is coming to call all to account.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who calls, equips and sends out God’s people,
and brings all things to their true end.
This is our faith, the faith of the Church:
We believe in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN

‘Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord. ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson they shall be like wool.’
Isaiah 1.18

Let us now confess our sins to almighty God.
Heavenly Father,
you have loved us with an everlasting love,
but we have broken your holy laws
and have left undone what we ought to have done.
We are sorry for our sins
and turn away from them.
For the sake of your Son who died for us,
forgive us, cleanse us and change us.
By your Holy Spirit,
enable us to live for you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The minister stands and declares God’s forgiveness.
God desires that none should perish,
but that all should turn to Christ, and live.
In response to his call we acknowledge our sins.
God pardons those who humbly repent,
and truly believe the gospel.
Therefore we have peace with God, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER

Prayers of intercession are offered concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

CONCLUDING RITE

This or a similar prayer may be said.
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers,
feeding us with your word,
and encouraging us in our meeting together.
Take us and use us
to love and serve you
and all people,
in the power of your Spirit
and in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The service may conclude with this blessing.
The God of peace equip you with everything good for doing his will, working in you what is 
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always. Amen. 
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‘From the PulPit’: the Pearl oF great Price
THE REVEREND BEN EDWARDS

IN RECENT WEEKS the lectionary has brought to our attention aspects of the kingdom of God. 
Jesus uses parables to explain the nature of the kingdom and we also see that kingdom 

revealed in his very life. This is a kingdom of love, peace, mercy, justice, forgiveness, healing 
and abundant life in communion with God. We discover this is no earthly kingdom of 
borders and territory, or one bound up institutionally, constitutionally or politically but one 
that breaks forth through the hearts and spirits of those who enter it. 

The opening parables in today’s Gospel passage – the hidden treasure and the pearl of great 
price –emphasise that to experience and belong to this kingdom is worth all that we can give. 
They always brings to mind for me R.S. Thomas’s poem, ‘The Bright Field’ which draws upon 
these verses. Fittingly, I was first introduced to this poem by a Welsh friend I met at Westcott 
House, Cambridge. This is a poem which I return to often and I guess if I had to name a 
favourite or persoanlly most significant poem, this would be a strong contender. Perhaps 
this is so because having lived in the undulations over-looking the Byng Valley near Orange 
where shadows, light and mists dance over the hills and valleys, the poem’s imagery of the 
perception of a brightly illuminated field as mystical experience resonates with me. Also 
the poem’s urging to ‘turn aside’ and contemplate those moments and experiences in life 
which draw us into the holy. The poem is easily found online, including a version of Thomas 
himself reciting it. 

In this two stanza poem, R.S. Thomas explores how so often in life we  come up close against 
life-affirming, spiritually energising and transcendental moments, yet we tend to overlook 
them, or we go on our way and forget them, preoccupied and distracted ‘hurrying on to a 
receding future’ or ‘hankering after an imagined past’. We so often fail to seize these fleeting 
moments and take in their poignancy and significance or allow them to transport us beyond 
our workaday concerns. In the poem, seeing ‘the sun break through to illuminate a small 
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field’ is such a moment for Thomas. Upon subsequent reflection he realises that there was 
something more to this moment than he permitted at the time, and he comes to see in it 
‘the pearl of great price’, something truly precious and for which he ought to ‘give all... to 
possess it’. It is by being present to those moments, which he describes as ‘turning aside 
like Moses to the miracle of the lit bush,’ that we experience the fullness of life. This is the 
real treasure of life and fleeting though our experiences of it may be in this life, it is ‘the 
eternity that awaits’.  

However, as the poem recognises, and as I think Jesus urges us to be on guard against, life 
often gets in the way of us recognising the true value of things. Our worldly economy can 
be very misleading.  Whether it be the value of time, energy, resources or emotion, it can be 
easy to pay these up disproportionately for the things that are not of lasting significance, 
things that do not enrich our living or offer us true meaning, hope or peace.  And by contrast, 
we find ourselves often unprepared to pay the price of time and attention, commitment 
and personal change to properly invest ourselves in the things of God which can bring 
us a fulfilment beyond any worldly promise. And so, we often find we have gone our 
own way and passed by the treasure in the field. This reminds me a little of the TV series 
‘Detectorists’ which follows the efforts of two hapless sort of antihero metal detectorists 
who stumble about looking for buried Saxon treasure, frequently coming tantalisingly 
close to unearthing a fabulous hoard, usually diverted at a criticial moment by the ups and 
downs of life, fatigue or a preference to give up and go and have a drink. 

Just as Thomas appreciates in ‘The Bright Field’ that the ‘turning aside’ to a ‘brightness’ 
– the encounter with God – is a foretaste of eternity, we too are offered foretastes of the 
kingdom. Through the life of prayer, the Scriptures, worship and the scaraments we are 
inivted to ‘turn aside’, to rest in God’s presence and discover that his love enfolds us 
and sustains all, and know that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

So, this week, as we ponder buried treasure and pearls, we might reflect on whether we 
have found ourselves to be like the men in the parables,  searching , discovering and joyfully 
investing in God’s kingdom, so that the words of today’s Collect have truly become our 
prayer: 

O God, the fount of wisdom,
you have revealed to us in Christ

the hidden treasure and the pearl of great price:
grant us your Spirit’s gift of discernment,

that, in the midst of the things of this world,
we may learn to value the priceless worth of your kingdom,

and be ready to renounce all else
for the sake of the precious gift you offer.
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SaintS alive!
THE REVEREND ElAINE FARMER

22 JULY: MARY MAGDALENE & THE ‘WHAT NEXT?’ QUESTION

THE FEAST OF Mary Magdalene. Anniversary of my baptism in 1980. Adult then but rank 
beginner as a Christian, all I knew about Mary Magdalene were snippets from literature 

and art—themselves products of that blend of history and imagination that gives us 
traditions and myths. Of course, we like myths. They give communities perspective. They 
colour life with a little romance. They allow us to take pride in our origins. See ourselves 
as distinctive. 

But what have tradition and myth done with Mary Magdalene? Is there a real woman 
among the myths? And what is she to us? The first step towards answers is to put aside 
the myth that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute. Nothing in scripture supports that. But 
medieval theologians were astonished— perhaps affronted—by the scriptural witness that 
Christ appeared first to this woman, supposedly a sinner whom Jesus had cured of whatever 
had ailed her. So Mary Magdalene was made over by image-creating and myth-making 
that distorts real people into personifications of human virtues and vices. She couldn’t 
join the Virgin Mary as personification of purity because scripture called her Magdalene 
“sinner”. She couldn’t join Eve because Eve was the personification of guilt, poor thing, 
blamed for bringing death to humankind. Besides, Magdalene hadn’t been around way 
back then so she ended up somewhere in the middle. Impure, on the basis of scripture, 
therefore conveniently branded with the ancient symbol for female impurity. Whore. 
Prostitute. Which very much fits one of the contradictory images I discovered early on in 
literature and art: a woman in red robes with long flowing hair, sultry and beautiful, eyes 
confidently returning the world’s stare. Model of unmanageable womanhood, challenging 
and dangerously alluring. The woman who, the poet said, ‘naked, o’ercovered by her hair 
alone’: … was the most glorious courtesan.:

Her body was a precious vessel of joy;
Nothing lovelier has this world beheld.1

The other image was of Magdalene, weeping penitent. Eyes demurely lowered to the 
ground. Model of manageable womanhood, repentant and self-sacrificing. “Where is now 
my consolation,” [the poet has her cry before the empty tomb] “the one who redeemed me 
from sins, I, poor wretch, was lost, He was born for my salvation.”2

But despite the myths and the church’s sidelining of the feminine for male only apostles, 
the biblical witness was still there: Christ first appeared to Mary Magdalene. That’s the one 
consistent thread to follow in the quest for a real Magdalene. And follow it we must because 
today’s passage from John is about resurrection and that big Easter question: “what next?” 
To answer that question we to find a real Magdalene. Otherwise she’d have to stay, model 
of manageable, repentant and self-sacrificing womanhood and nothing else, sitting in the 
garden, weeping into the gaping blackness of the empty tomb. And we’d have no choice 
but to sit beside her—and nothing to look at but empty blackness in our lives. ‘Whom are 
you looking for?’3 Jesus would ask us and we, like Magdalene, stuck in the garden, would 
not recognise our Lord.

But we’re not quite ready for that ‘what next?’ question. To resurrect a real Magdalene, 
we need first to consider other ideas about her. There’s one early document, for example, 
called Pistis Sophia which named her among four women and eight men as disciples who 
would  sit on twelve thrones and judge the twelve tribes of Israel, as Matthew’s and Luke’s 
gospels say Jesus promised would happen.4 Then there’s the Gospel of Mary which didn’t 
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make it into the New Testament. It 
suggests Mary Magdalene possessed 
knowledge confided by Jesus to her 
alone. It has Magdalene and Peter as 
rival apostles in an intensely human 
picture of jealousy with Peter acidly 
demanding, “Did [Jesus] speak 
privily with a woman rather than 
with us, and not openly?” Next, 
the Gospel of Philip—another 
failure with the bible selectors—
goes further. Magdalene is not only 
mediator of revelation but life-
partner of Jesus who loved her and 
kissed her on the mouth, it says, 
and turns Magdalene-searching-
for-Jesus-in-the-tomb into woman-
seeking-her-bridegroom. Hence the 
Song of Songs reading we heard. “I 
sought him whom my soul loves.”5 
In this school of thought, Magdalene 
became model for the soul seeking 
Jesus, held up as example to sinners 
of the need for penitence and 
conversion.

Furthermore, she got muddled up 
with other New Testament Marys, 
such as Mary-sisterof- Martha, and 
ended up model for the church and 
for Christian life. It all makes for 
quite a job description—but there’s 
more! A ninth century abbot, Odo 
of Cluny, elevated Magdalene into 
“messenger to the other apostles” 
who reflected to them the light of 
the resurrection. And two hundred 
and fifty odd years later, Peter Abelard turned “messenger to the other apostles” into 
‘apostle to the apostles’, apostola apostolorum, the first to proclaim the good news of the 
resurrection.6

Her job description gets defined further in a fifteenth century play, ‘The Digby Play of 
the Mary Magdalene’. Whoever wrote it had a busy and florid imagination. It’s a great 
rollicking thing with a cast of thousands and more scene changes than any modern script 
writer could get away with. It teems with biblical characters including Herod, Pilate, 
Christ, Peter and the devil. There are kings, queens, deaths in childbirth, abandoned 
babies, reenactments of biblical miracles and sundry new ones. Now, Mary Magdalene 
becomes a healer. Then Christ sends her as ‘holy apostylesse’ to Marseilles as missionary 
and preacher. She ends up as a hermit in the wilderness but not before her preaching 
of Christ’s gospel has won over hordes of pagans, including the king of Marseilles. 
Magdalene dies and goes to heaven where she is received in a style more often associated 
with the Virgin Mary, and crowned by choruses of angels! The End.

It’s all terrific stuff, more fiction than fact, but its central theme of Magdalene as ‘preaching 
apostle’ is important. It takes us back to John’s gospel and Jesus saying to Magdalene, 
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“Go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’”7Among all the myths about who she was as a real woman—
prostitute, weeping penitent, judge, lover, model for the church and for Christian life, 
apostle to the apostles, healer, hermit, missionary, preacher—this is the answer to the ‘what 
next?’ question for Magdalene: her commissioning as an apostle of salvation. Describing 
that commissioning, English poet, Janet Morley has Magdalene in the garden, weeping:

“I am not ready yet, I am not finished—
I cannot let him go 
I am not whole.”
And then he spoke, no corpse … and offered me my name. 
“Don’t touch me now.”
…
I, Mary, stood and grieved, and then departed.
“I have a gospel to proclaim.”8

So she did Jesus’ bidding. She went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord!’ 
Classicgospel testimony, those five words. Her first sermon. That’s the final answer to the 
‘what next?’ question for Magdalene—and for us. Christ comes into our lives if we have 
eyes to see and ears to hear. Most of the time, we don’t. Mary Magdalene didn’t recognise 
Jesus by the empty tomb because she was looking for the man she had known in the past. 
Someone familiar. What she expected to see. She didn’t expect a dead man walking, or 
calling her by name. She was being taught that relationship with the risen Christ is a new 
thing, not at all the same as knowing a flesh-and-blood-friend and neighbour. Embracing 
the new means not clinging to the ways of the past. ‘Do not hold on to me, Jesus said to her.  
And he says it to us. Don’t cling to ways of the past that have crippled your souls, your  
minds. 

But do we really want that? Our ways are safe, familiar. Recognising Christ means not 
clinging to safety and familiarity. Christ demands we go forth like Magdalene saying, 
‘I have seen the Lord!’ This is the ‘what next?’ moment for us! Safety means sitting and 
staring into dark empty tombs in our lives. Following Christ means hearing Christ call our 
names and learning something new. That, if with faith, hope and courage, we turn from 
our empty tombs, Christ will walk with us into our unknown futures. We will each have 
to find our own answers to the ‘what next?’ question but we must spell it out in words and 
deeds of love that say: ‘I have been commissioned by the risen Christ, and I will walk with 
Mary  Magdalene saying “I have seen the Lord. Now I have a gospel to proclaim.”

ENDNOTES
1. Georg, untitled poem in Ingrid Maisch, Mary Magdalene. The Image of a Woman through the Centuries, The Liturgical Press, 

Collegeville, Minn., 1998, p.ix.
2. Magdalene’s Lament’, found Maisch p. 85
3. John 20:15
4. Matthew 19:28 & Luke 22:30. This from Maisch p.21.
5. Song of Songs 3:1
6. Peter Abelard was the first to use this term of Mary Magdalene
7. John 20:17b
8. “They Have Taken Away My Lord”, Janet Morley, All Desires Known, SPCK, London, 1989, p.104
Inage;  Mary Magdalene (l) and Mary of Egypt from The Queen Mary Psalter: Royal MS 2 B VII, f. 308v courtesy British 
Library https://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Royal_MS_2_b_vii&_ga=2.12274676.1369523123.1595649012-
883151818.1595649012  
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25 JULY: Saint JameS the great, aPoStle and martyr

YOu WIll HAVE heard about the Muddle of Marys. Well, when it comes to Jameses, there 
may not quite be a muddle but it’s as well to get things clear right up front. Our James is 

James the Greater, aka the Great, the More, the Elder, Major, in Latin Jacobus Major, in Italian 
Giacomo Maggiore, in French Jacques Majeur, in Spanish Jago or Santiago and, embarrassingly 
and politically incorrectly these days, el Matamoros – the Moor-slayer. Also known as Apostle, 
son of Zebedee, fisherman of Galilee, son of the sister of the Virgin Mary (possibly) called 
(possibly) Salome, brother of John the Evangelist, and cousin of Jesus. And he and his brother 
John were called Boanerges, or the ‘Sons of Thunder’, probably because of Luke’s story about 
their wanting to bring down fire from heaven on an unhospitable village.1

So our James is not to be confused with James the Less, also known as Apostle, and generally 
thought of the Lord’s Brother. This James is not our man for today but he deserves mention 
and some pity in passing. It’s very demeaning to have to go through history as ‘the Less’. 
Especially when you’re called Christ’s brother and your putative cousin gets to be called ‘the 
Greater’ and has a feast day all to himself, and you have to share a day! We remember James 
the Less in early May on the feast day of the apostles and martyrs St Philip and St James, aka 
Pip and Jim. Poor Saint; having a nickname does not make up for being ‘the Less’. 

But back to our man, James the Greater. According to tradition and the stories of his cult, 
he led a busy, colourful life and was much-travelled. Now I want to make a particular point 
here. It’s very easy to be dismissive and feel superior over the legends of saints. It’s easy to 
call gullible and ignorant what was really innocence and simple faith in a brutal world where 
the people had neither power nor education and simply looked for comfort and anything that 
would get them through the night. In fact, I suggest that summarily dismissing the legends 
of saints as just more opiate for  the masses is disrespectful of faith and leads us dangerously 
close to forgetting the message of today’s gospe–to which we will return. 

In a way James was a model disciple: he responded instantly to Jesus; Jesus beckoned, James 
followed.2 Thereafter he was one of Jesus’s closest confidantes; we find him at the scene of 
the Transfiguration3 with Peter and John and then, again with the same two, in the garden at 
Gethsemane4, sleeping while Jesus agonised through the night. In his Letter to the Galatians, 
Paul names James, along with the said Peter and John, as pillars of the church5 and Luke tells 
us in Acts6 that James was caught up in King Herod’s nasty bout of persecution in 44CE. He 
was beheaded, slain with the sword by Herod himself, some say. Regardless of the truth of 
that, he has the honour of being the first of Jesus’s Apostles to be martyred and his is the only 
apostolic martyrdom to be mentioned in the New Testament. That, I think, represents what 
we can glean from the scriptures. 

As I’ve said though, legend and cult have a lot to say, much of it, of course, fantasy or 
unproveable but the scholars say there are snippets here and there of fact or reasonable 
supposition. Of his execution there might have been a fair bit of talk and possibly a fair bit 
of outrage. Certainly there’s a rather touching story claimed to have come from the apostle’s 
contemporaries. Eusebius of Caesarea, in his great 4th century History of the World quoted 
Clement of Alexandria. Now Clement wrote about James in 200AD. That’s more or less 150 
years after James’s execution; it’s possible that stories reached Clement reasonably intact. 
Here’s what Clement [according to Eusebius of Caesarea] says happened. It suggests this ‘Son 
of Thunder’ was not all sound and fury:

It appears that the guard who brought him into court was so moved....when
he saw him testify that he confessed that he, too, was a Christian. So they
were both taken away together, and on the way he asked James to forgive
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him. James thought for a 
moment, then he said “I wish 
you peace”, and kissed him. 
So both were beheaded at the 
same time.

Now what of his life, and the 
alleged missionary work in 
Spain? He is still Patron Saint 
of Spain and artists have often 
portrayed him in armour, on 
horseback, or dressed as a 
pilgrim–his attributes are the 
pilgrim’s cloak and broad hat or 
symbolic scallop shell. He’s often 
also given a martyr’s sword or 
a writer’s scroll. The legends 
about his Spanish sojourn date 
from about the 10th century. 
They include the story about his 
appearance at the battle of Clavijo 
against the Saracens in about 
930. The Spanish were not doing 
well until, says legend, King 
Ramirez of Castile dreamed the 
saint promised him victory and 
James duly appeared the next 
day on the battlefield riding a 
white horse and leading the rout 
of the enemy. Hence the Spanish 
soldier’s battle cry “Santiago!” and James’s dubious epithet ‘Matamoros’, the Moor-slayer. At 
this point we run into trouble. 

How do we square his legend of evangelising and being buried in Spain with his being 
executed and buried in Jerusalem? Some writers point to an alleged reluctance on Paul’s part 
to go as a missionary where others had evangelised before him7 and they offer this as evidence 
that James did evangelise Spain. The Apostles are said to have divided up the known world 
into missionary zones. Rather like the Christian churches divided up the Pacific somewhat 
closer to our own time. But legend happily plays fast and loose with evidence. If he did go 
as a missionary to Spain at some stage he returned to Jerusalem and was martyred. Then, 
says legend, his loyal followers took his body to the coast, and placed it in a boat which was 
whisked by angels and the wind (some stories have his aunt, the Virgin Mary, helping) across 
the Mediterranean, through the Straits of Gibraltar and on to Finisterre on the Atlantic coast 
of northern Spain. Here the good man’s bod was buried with, it is said, two of his disciples, 
Athanasius and Theodore. He rested at last, but the storytellers and the mythmakers were 
busier than ever, and the great pilgrimages that continue still, began.

Fascinatingly, Sir Francis Drake now enters James’s his story. In 1589 Drake was leading 
a raid on Coruña, not so far from James’s burial place in Santiago. The local Archbishop, 
Don Juan de San Clemente, decided James’s relics should be protected from the marauding 
heathen English so they were removed and hidden, so successfully they were lost for 300 
years and only accidenally discovered during renovations to the Cathedral in Galicia in 
Santiago in 1879. James’s relics were interred under the cathedral’s high altar. And there let 
us leave him in peace.

So.....what does the Matthew Gospel reading for James’s feast have to do with all this? I said 
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earlier that we should be wary of condemning the seeming gullibility of our ancestors in the 
faith. Such condemnation smacks of a lack of humility and humility is the bosom companion 
of service. A necessary companion if service is to be such as Jesus commands: self-denying. 
Whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 
among you must be your slave.8

And those who are our leaders are not to lord it over us as the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them.9 The implications here are starkly clear and today’s Collect does not back away 
from them: ‘pour out upon the leaders of your Church the same spirit of self-denying service 
(as James had) by which alone they may have true authority’.

We are talking about bishops here--and one or two others for we are a hierarchical church. 
But as it is too easy to condemn our ancestors for their simple faith so it is too easy to condemn 
our episcopal leaders for their failures and their weaknesses and their misuse of authority 
unless we look to our own failures and weaknesses and misuse of authority. For Jesus’s 
words are not limited to the hothouse of the church and an assessment of the characters and 
merits of our episcopal leaders. Jesus’s words apply to any community, large or small. From 
family to workplace, from towncouncil to church vestry, from state parliament to national 
parliament: wherever people treat with each other Jesus’s words apply. In the secular world, 
authority too often becomes ‘power over’, and turns those in authority into bullies. In the 
kingdom of God in which we say we believe this is not to be so, says Jesus. And yet it is in 
this staging post to the Kingdom of God, the church. This is very hard. We know world has 
invaded church and the words of the Christ are sometimes trampled in the dust. It does not 
do to point the finger of blame without each of us standing and quoting our Lord: ‘it shall 
not be so among us’. And making sure it is not wherever we all live and move and have our 
being.

We are not perfect. James wasn’t, if his temper was as bad as legend has it. But Jesus called 
and he followed. And followed. And followed. And served till he died. There is a story about 
an old priest who has spent his life serving pilgrims at a hostel for pilgims on the Camino, 
the long walk from France through Spain to James’s shine in what is now called Santiago de 
Compostela. In 2002 a British TV crew, a self-proclaimed faithless and irreverent lot, went 
to record his story and that of the others who worked as servants for the pilgrims. They 
understood the idea of pilgrimage but not what those who served them were about. ‘What 
have you all been doing?’ they asked. ‘Oh,’ said the old priest, ‘just changing the world, that’s 
all...’ Jesus called and James followed. And served till he died. “I wish you peace” he said 
before he lost his head. We could do worse than follow his example and mean it when, in 
humility, and in the never-ending search for ‘true authority’, we wish each other peace.

ENDNOTES
1. Luke 9:51-56
2.  Matthew 4:21
3.  Matthew 17:1
4.  Matthew 36:37
5.  Galatians 2:9
6.  Acts 12:2
7.  Romans 15, 24 & 28 written about 56 or 57CE.
8.  Matthew 20:26-27
9.  Matthew 20:25.
10. Image: Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn ( 1606-1669) oil on canvas, St James the Greater. 
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on my Journey - an exPerience oF evangeliSm 
IAN MACDIARMID 

‘EVANGElISM’ – CAN CONjuRE up many emotions and interpretations of what this word 
means. According to the Dictionary the term ‘Evangelism’ means – the spreading of 

the Christian Gospel by public preaching or personal witness.  

I was going through our bookcase recently and came across a ‘Billy Graham Crusade Song 
Book’ of 1968. In casting back to the swinging sixties, yes I did attend the Billy Graham (USA 
Evangelist) Crusade of 1968 at the Sydney Show Ground, if I recall.  

I had my faith leading up to the ‘Crusade’ – attending school chapel 3 times a week and 
twice on Sunday plus singing in the chapel choir. It was great fulfilment for me but became a 
mere every week occurrence without any true commitment to my faith. I mean what would 
you expect from a 17-year-old!

 My attendance at the ‘Crusade’ was like an epiphany, triggered by:
- Awe inspiring massed choirs which gave an angelic atmosphere;
- The preachers, particularly Billy Graham, were truly inspirational and enlightening 

– with his famous quote: “Jesus said – ‘I am the way, the Truth and the Life’ “(John 
14:6); and

-  The singing of hymns from the ‘Song Book’ with the massed choirs was so uplifting. 
- Discovering Christ choose me not me choosing Christ. 

As a preacher, Billy Graham, was the model for evangelistic preaching with a charismatic 
flair. He always aimed, through his persuasive biblical texts, to bring people to make ‘a 
decision for Christ’. His preaching was interspersed with “The Bible says…” and sought 
to make clear the way of salvation by the death and resurrection of Jesus. At the end of 
the night he finished by inviting people to come forward and down to the main arena as 
a public statement of their commitment to Christ. There were various Australian Church 
clergy down in the arena to welcome you and assist and encourage in one’s commitment to 
Christ.  

I went down to the arena and recommitted to my faith in a much more stronger; focused and 
heartfelt decision to Christ’s calling of me. It was uncanny that the School Chaplin happened 
to see me in the arena amongst so many others, and assisted me in recommitting my faith by 
saying-      ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life’. (John 3:16).  

My faith became much stronger after attending the ‘Crusade’ of 1968 and attendance at 
School Chapel became more meaningful and spiritually fulfilling. I have since then never 
allowed my faith to sway off course even during the darkest times of my life.  We all have 
our ups and downs in life and one’s faith can definitely help you through.
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our inFluence outliveS uS
HuGH MACKAY

WE ARE All a work in progress and the work does not stop at death. Life’s work – especially 
love’s work – goes on, mainly in the influence we have exerted on those whose lives we 

have touched. It is the recollection of our presence in their lives, rather than any particular 
achievements, that people will carry with them after we’ve gone.

Yes, there are some cases where ‘achievements’ will also be remembered: the winning goal 
kicked in a football match; a spellbinding sermon preached; a book written and appreciated; 
health care skilfully and kindly delivered; classes engagingly taught; buildings designed 
and constructed; symphonies composed and enjoyed by generations of rapt listeners.

But putting in a memorable performance is a very different thing from the personal influence 
we exert on each other’s lives. We read and enjoy a book, or watch a film, or listen to a 
symphony, with appreciation but absolutely no sense of personal connection with the creator 
of the work – any more than we feel a personal link to the architect of a building we enjoy 
living or working in, or the row of former chancellors whose portraits gaze down on us at a 
university graduation, or the cricketer who thrilled us with a swashbuckling century at the 
first test match we ever attended. 

We may respect the contribution made by such people – whether it is publicly and explicitly 
recognised or not, but there’s no sense of their personal influence on us, as there is with the 
friends, neighbours, colleagues and family members whose lives have personally intersected 
with ours. It is primarily through the experience of personal relationships that we shape 
each other’s destiny, enrich each other, encourage each other, nurture each other – or, on the 
contrary, diminish, demoralise or undermine each other.   

The truth is that, with few exceptions – an infinitesimally tiny number of exceptions, in fact 
– our work will not be remembered for long after we’ve gone. And that applies to ‘creative’ 
work as much as to law, accountancy, marketing, medicine or carpentry. Of all the millions 
of composers, writers, sculptors, painters, poets or professors who ever lived, how many of 
them produced work that has endured? How many composers can you name – 20? 50? 100? 
– out of the teeming thousands who wrote beautiful music, though most of it never survived 
them? How many poets? How many novelists? How many corporate leaders or tax lawyers? 
An occasional reflection on our personal influence on others might be a useful reminder that 
everything we do (or fail to do) is potentially memorable; potentially influential; potentially 
enduring in its impact – whether positive or negative. That kiss given or withheld; that 
perfectly-timed smile of encouragement or that frown of disapproval; those acts of self-
aggrandisement or self-sacrifice; those grubby little plots we hatched to get our own way; 
those acts of generosity we never sought credit for; the children we raised; the neighbours 
we connected with; the hairdresser (or therapist) we shared our secrets with; the people we 
acknowledged as we passed them in the street … all such acts, even when they are fleeting 
in their effect, and not consciously recalled or attributed to us, may exert an influence that 
lingers well beyond our use-by date.   



But it’s usually a mistake to calculatedly play to the gallery of posterity, especially if that 
limits our sensitivity to the people in the here-and-now who need our presence. The critical 
thing is to live in the present with integrity, authenticity and fidelity (‘to thine own self be 
true’), always attuned to the harmonies of our common humanity. 

My favourite miracle story in the New Testament is ‘the feeding of the five thousand’. It 
may well strike you as a preposterous story if you tried to read it as a literal account. (The 
gospel writers were, after all, evangelists and propagandists, not historians or journalists.) 
But, as with many Biblical narratives, it’s not the literal story but the truth in the story, in a 
metaphorical sense, that speaks most significantly to us. To read this one as metaphor is to 
encounter a story about compassion being contagious – one act of kindness has consequences 
that go well beyond the act itself. By direct example and by more subtle influence, there will 
be a ripple effect. A kind person in our midst affects us all in a positive way. The influence 
of compassion spreads to those who ‘catch’ the loving spirit and pass it on. 

Isn’t there some comfort in the knowledge that the goodness we’ve contributed to the 
world – our ‘little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and love’ in Wordsworth’s 
phrase – doesn’t die with us, but might occasionally reappear in the life of someone we 
have influenced? 

In such ways, we all endure. 

Image © 1994, Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, art by Steve Erspamer, SM.



the Body BeautiFul: headS in the lead

THE REVEREND ElAINE FARMER

NOT SuRPRISINGlY, RElIGIOuS artists have not overlooked the human body as a source of useful 
symbols for their faith. They have often taken biblical texts and then gone on to extrapolate 

spiritual significance for bits of the body.

It all starts with the head. We survey the world from the head. A head pierced by an arrow and 
placed at the foot of a female warrior is used to symbolise the four corners of the world. We 
process the world’s impact upon us through the still largely unfathomed workings of the brain. 
The head quickly became the obvious symbol for the whole human being. With its controlling 
power over the rest of the body, the head also came to symbolise ‘the seat of life’ and it was a 
mere nervous twitch from that idea to Christ as the head of the Church—Christ the source of 
life for believers. (This idea got caught up with hierarchical cultural thinking of both world 
and church and the outcome—ably promoted by Paul’s Jewish perspective—was a vertical 
subordinationism: Christ, then men, then women. Some would put God first but that’s a problem 
complex enough to occupy theologians in any number of ivory towers.)

Biblical links for the head as a symbol in religious art? There are some wonderful stories which 
have inspired artists, many dripping with gore.1 David is represented by a severed head resting 
at the feet of, or in the hands of, a young man. Or by a large head on a pole. You’ll recall David 
was not content with the killing capacity of his slingshot and made certain of Goliath’s death 
by beheading him with the giant man’s own sword (1 Sam 17:51). A sword was far too ordinary 
for the tough-minded Jael, wife of Heber the Kennite, who disposed of Sisera, army commander 
for the King Jabin of Canaan. Jael, apparently untroubled by her husband’s peace treaty with 
Jabin, lured Sisera to her tent, took a tent peg, and … a hammer in her hand and …drove the 
peg into his temple (Judges 4:21). Nasty. Then we have Judith (another strong-hearted woman) 
killing Holofernes, holding his bleeding head out her bedroom window for the people to see 
and earning praise for rescuing Jerusalem from the enemy: your praise will never depart from 
the hearts of those who remember the power of God (Judith 13:19, in the Apocrypha). Judith 
is usually portrayed, sword in hand, and about to dispose of a head in one way or another, 
sometimes into a sack. 

And who could forget Herod’s daughter—sometimes called Salome though the name is not 
in all texts2—bearing the bleeding head of John the Baptist on a platter to her mother (Mark 
6:28), the awful Herodias, marked down in history as the one who schemed and plotted to get 
John murdered. She was to Herod as Jezebel was to King Ahab (a schemer, definitely not a nice 
person), and, just by the way, role model for Machiavelli. The attribute of John the Baptist himself 
is a head (sometimes with a halo) on a platter. A blindfolded head on a platter symbolises Paul. 

So much for heads—but not, I hope, for strong women though I doubt the advisability of tent 
pegs and swords as women’s means to ends in today’s world! Their own heads would roll.   

ENDNOTES
1 References from George Ferguson, Signs & Symbols in Christian Art, OUP, London,. 1961, pp. 48-49, and James 
Hall,  Dictionary of Subjects &Symbols in Art, Revised Edn, Icon Editions, Harper & Row, NY, 1979, pp.145-146
2 Craddock et al, Preaching through the Christian Year, Year B, Trinity Press International, Harrisburg, Pa, 1993, 
p.343
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Where am I?

Location:  Europe

Date:  Constructed 523-537
© A Cheung

© A Cheung

the eccleSiaStical myStery tour 
DR ADA CHEuNG



- 22 -

Denomination:  Byzantine

© A Cheung

© A Cheung

Last week, our Tardis landed in the 
Dominikaner ‘Maria Rotunda’, in Vienna.
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Welcoming you Back to church on Site  - 
From the rector

Our plans to reopen have been put on hold due to the current COVID-19 outbreaks in Melbourne 
and Sydney. While the ACT remains relatively unaffected at this stage, we considered ‘watchful 
waiting’ was the prudent course. What follows is information that will be helpful for when services 
do resume, hopefully in the not too distant future. Please keep in mind that these protocols are 
designed to minimise the risk of infection for all who come on site in compliance with our COVID-
Safe Plan. 

Feel Free to Stay at home
Firstly, no one should feel pressured to return to services in the church at this stage. We understand 
and respect that many people in our community of faith may prefer not to join a physical gathering 
like a church service at this time. We urge those who are at high-risk of infection to exercise due 
caution by staying at home. We will be continuing our weekly online Zoom service and also streaming 
the service held in the Church. 

If you do wish to book to attend a service, please take note of these requirements. We also encourage 
you to downlaod the COVID-Safe app. 
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you muSt Stay aWay iF unWell
• You must not book or attend services if you have any cold or flu-like symptoms,    
 have been overseas in the last 14 days or have been in contact with anyone showing signs  
 of Coronavirus eg. fever, dry cough and sore throat.
• If you have booked to attend a service and you or a member of your household are   
 unwell on the day, you must not attend. Please notify us ASAP of your inability to attend        
 by emailing bookings@stpaulsmanuka.org.au or phoning 0499 704 665 so that we can offer 
your   place to someone else.

you muSt PractiSe good hygiene 
• use the provided hand sanitiser when entering and exiting from all Parish facilities 
• wash your hands often with soap and water. 
• use alcohol-based hand sanitisers when you can’t use soap and water
• avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth
• avoid unnecessarily touching things
• stay away if you are unwell

you muSt keeP Social diStancing 
Social distancing is one of the best things we can do to stop the spread of the coronavirus.

• follow social distancing directions from ushers and markers on the floor in areas where   
 people line up (at main entry to church, to receive Communion, and if queueing to enter /  
 exit church premises and at the toilets)
• keep the required 1.5m distance from each other
• do not shake hands, greet others with hugs/kisses
• do not change from your assigned pew during the service

Booking For ServiceS
When services resume, attendance will be by booking in order to comply with social distancing 
restrictions.  An email we be sent to parishioners with the weekly E-pistle with a link to the booking 
site for upcoming services.  Due to the limited numbers, I would ask that you do not treat this like 
booking for highly sought after concerts, but that you limit yourself to one service per fortnight. In 
August we will introduce a mid-week service at 11am on Wednesdays and I would encourage those 
who are able to attend mid-week to take that option to maximise opportunity for those who are 
restricted to Sundays. Any parishioner without internet capacity should contact me or the Church 
Wardens for assistance. 

What to exPect When you come Back to church
The impact of COVID-19 means that there will be some significant changes in the way we celebrate 
our common worship. While we will all appreciate being back in church together, unfortunately some 
of our former practices need to modified or suspended. We will also need to be very disciplined about 
following the directions of the COVID-Wardens. 

on arrival - Screening
When you arrive at St Paul’s you will need to be signed in by one of our Covid-Wardens who will 
have a roll of all bookings for that particular service. 

You will also be asked some basic screening questions about your state of health prior to admission. 
You will then be escorted to a seat in the Church. You must not change seats. 

These screening requirements mean that it will take a little bit of time to admit worshippers to the 
Church. Please make sure you arrive at least 15 minutes before the service is scheduled to begin so 
that everyone can be screened in a timely fashion.  
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that’S not my PeW!
Only half of the pews in St Paul’s will be available for use. Anglicans tend to be creatures of 
habit and have been known to be territorial about pews. Unfortunately, with space at a premium, 
worshippers will need to sit in the place to which they are escorted. 
• Worshippers must only sit in the designated zones (marked by a sticker) in each pew.
• Only household groups may sit together, all others must maintain social distancing in their  
 pews. 
• While we are normally unfazed by children moving about the church, for reasons of social  
 distancing it is important that small children don’t freely roam about the church.  

adminiStration oF communion 
• The sacrament will be distributed to the congregation only under the species of bread. 
• The administering clergy will have sanitised their hands and worshippers will be   
 requested to do the same on approach to receive the sacrament. 
• An usher will prompt worshippers row by row as to when they may approach the   
 Communion Station. Please remain in your pew until invited to move. 

leaving the church
To avoid congestion in the aisles at the conclusion of the service, ushers will direct people when it 
is time for them to move to the appropriate exit. Please do not leave your pew until invited to do so 
by an usher. 

There will not be any post-service refreshments and there cannot be any mingling inside the 
church at the end of the service. Social distancing must be maintained at all times on parish 
premises. 

liturgical and other changeS 
For the time being these changes will be in place: 
• there will only be one 9am Sunday service and a Wednesday 11am service to commence in  
 August
• attendance will be restricted to the maximum number in compliance with the 4m2 rule
• there will be no communal hymn singing or sung responses however there will be organ  
 music and cantors
• ushers will control movement in and out of the church 
• there will be no offering collections – electronic giving is preferred but cheques  can be   
 placed in the provided collection box 
• there will not be a Greeting of Peace
• there will not be votive candle stations
• Services will be livestreamed via Zoom / Youtube for those unable to be present. 
• there will be only be one lector at each service 
• normal service rosters will not be resuming for the time being
• there will not be any refreshments following the service and the kitchen facilities will not  
 be available. You are welcome to chat outside afterwards but social distancing must be   
 observed. 
• the water dispenser is not available – worshippers should bring their own water bottle
• COVID-Wardens will be on duty at all services to ensure compliance with our COVID-Safe  
 plan. 
    

Despite the changes and restrictions, it will no doubt be uplifting and encouraging to once again 
gather as a community of faith in our Parish Church. In the meantime, if you have any concerns 
please contact me directly ben@stpaulsmanuka.org.au 
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neWS and noticeS
                  

✣ 
Seminar Series: The proposed seminar series for 2020 was disrupted by the pandemic shut-
down. The Rector will now be convening an online Seminar Group from August - an oppor-
tunity to discuss some shared reading on ecclesiastical and theological themes. The first topic 
will be Anglicanism and the primary text is Anglicanism: A Very Short Introduction by 
Mark Chapman from the Oxford Very Short Introduction series. It is avbailable in print or as 
an e-book - please get your own copy. The online seminar sessions will be held on Wednesday 
evenings at 7.30pm. If you are interested in participating please email ben@stpaulsmanuka.
org.au 

 ✣

linkS
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

https://www.epray.com.au/Pages/Company/MobileApp.aspx

✣
FinanceS

With the suspension of Sunday services and activities, our Parish will experience a 
significant disruption to its income. This is because a significant portion of our giving is 

still taken from the plate in Church, fundraising and hall hire. We are extremeley grateful 
to those parishioners who are using the direct giving system through bank transfer. Other 

parishioners are urged to take up the option of direct transfer for giving puposes. Our 
account details for direct giving are below 

(the receiving institution appears as Indue Ltd): 
BSB 702389 Account 005200454 . 
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PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office currently closed
(02) 6239 6148  office@stpaulsmanuka.org.au 
www.stpaulsmanuka.org.au  PO Box 3417 Manuka ACT 2603         
Rector
THE REV’D DR BEN EDWARDS              
0499 704 665 ben@stpaulsmanuka.org.au  (day off Monday)
Assisting Clergy 
THE REV’D AlIPATE TuINEAu 
(with responsibility for St David’s Red Hill & Aged Care Ministry) 
(02) 6295 3381 alipate@stpaulsmanuka.org.au (day off Friday)
THE REV’D KAY PENDlEBuRY (HON DEACON ASSISTANT)
(with responsibility for Sacristy, Baptism preparation and EfM)   
0409 313 153     kay.pendlebury@ozemail.com.au


