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From the reCtor
Dear Parishioners, 
I am very pleased to report that Greg Mills, Robert Lones and Les 
Bohm have agreed to be our parish Covid-Wardens. I note that 
usually in matters ecclesiastical people are given rather grand 
and mystifying titles, however on this occasion, we only have 
this functional and unglamorous one to offer – (I’m not sure that 
‘Plague Beadles’ would be any more appealing). Names aside, this is 
certainly a most important role. The Covid-Wardens will oversee the 
implementation our Covid-safe Plan and will liaise with Diocesan 
and Government officials in the event of a incident. We have been 
meeting to review the Diocesan, ACT and Safe Work Australia 
guidelines that must be complied with for re-opening. The plan is 
currently in its final draft stage, having been drafted by the Parish 
Clergy and the Covid-Wardens, and reviewed by the Parish Council. 
It will  be finalised and presented to the Executive for endorsement 
very soon. When it is finalised details will be published on our website. 

I am pleased to advise that we are currently planning to resume public worship in St Paul’s in 
mid-July. More details will come in due course. Some may wonder why the delay in re-opening. In 
the coming weeks, with the release of our Covidsafe Plan, I think you will appreciate the careful 
arrangements and management that we are being required to implement. 

At this stage I feel it is important to emphasise, so that our expectations are realistic, that the services 
that are provided in July will be very different to those we last experienced here in March. Our 
old roster system will not be reactivated at this time. There will be no refreshments after services 
or lingering, no multiple users of the lectern for readings, no handing out of books or passing 
collection plates, and other adjustments. Perhaps, depending on the latest guidelines, there will not 
even be congregational singing. Our approach to re-opening is to proceed cautiously, gently and 
incrementally. We will begin at St Paul’s because that will enable a larger congregation to be present 
and we need to work carefully with Anglicare to manage the site-specific issues at St David’s on 
account of the common facilities. 

A strict cleaning regime must preceed and follow each opening to the public, and all public openings 
will need to be monitored by our Covid-wardens. These factors alone will have implications for the 
number of services and activities that we can host on site each week.  The congregation number 
restrictions– 68 maximum under the 4m2 rule rather than c.350 – means that we will need to establish 
a booking system to ensure compliance with attendance limits. It is also expected that for at least the 
first few weeks there will only be one public service on a Sunday to enable all involved in organising 
services opportunity to adjust to the new ways of doing things and to review protocols. This will 
most likely mean that initially not all parishioners will be able to attend each week.

For the benefit of those who would prefer to remain at home because of personal vulnerability or 
health concerns, as well as those who would rather not sit in the arctic conditions of St Paul’s in July, 
we will continue to provide online worship platforms.  Last week’s baptism ‘experiment’ seems to 
indicate that this will not be such a technical hurdle!

As soon as I have more information I can share with you about this, I will. Meanwhile, thank you all 
for your ongoing patience and understanding. I would ask that you keep our Covid-Wardens in your 
prayers as they follow through on the implementation of this planning. 

pax,  
 

‘Procession of the Cleaners’, CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker
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seCond sunday aFter PenteCostseCond sunday aFter PenteCost

Join our Sunday Zoom Service 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84104942744?pwd=NWdWUDMvS3lwWFVRVDQ2cUlVWXhpUT09

Meeting ID: 841 0494 2744
Password: manuka
To phone in mobile: 
+61370182005,,84104942744#,,1#,766416# 
+61731853730,,84104942744#,,1#,766416#
Dial in:         +61 2 8015 6011

You can also use the same log-in details to join us for compline at 8.45  Monday-Friday.  For Compline, 
the order of service is available in A Prayer Book for Australia,  on the Virtual Cloister and Epray app.

Below: photo from Nicholas’s baptism on Trinity Sunday - our first “Zoom Baptism”. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84104942744?pwd=NWdWUDMvS3lwWFVRVDQ2cUlVWXhpUT09
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morning Prayer 
Order Of Service

intrOductiOn and Sentence Of the day

The Rector welcomes the congregation and introduces the liturgy. 

In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access 
to this grace in which we stand. Romans 5.1–2

ConFession and absolution

The minister continues
Dear friends, the Scriptures urge us to acknowledge our sins, and not to conceal them from God our 
heavenly Father, but to confess them with a penitent and obedient heart, so that we may be forgiven 
through his infinite goodness and mercy.
We ought always to admit our sins before God, and especially when we come together to give 
thanks for the good things we have received at his hands, to offer the praise that is his due, to hear 
his holy word, and to ask what is necessary for the body as well as the soul.
Therefore, let us draw near to the throne of our gracious God, as we pray:

General Confession.
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone what we ought to have done, 
and we have done what we ought not to have done. 
Yet, good Lord, have mercy on us; 
restore those who are penitent, 
according to your promises declared 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Grant, most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may live godly, righteous and sober lives 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The Absolution is declared by the priest.
The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has no pleasure in the death of sinners, but would 
rather they should turn from their wickedness and live. He has given authority to his ministers 
to declare to his people who repent the forgiveness of sins. God pardons all who truly repent and 
believe his holy gospel. And so we ask him to grant us true repentance, and his holy Spirit, that 
what we do now may please him, and that the rest of our lives may be pure and holy; so that at the 
last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Open our lips, O Lord;
and we shall declare your praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
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Glory to God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen.
Let us praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

First lesson: romans 5.1-11
Read by Philippa Catchpole  
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast 
in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance,  and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope,  and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  For while we were still weak, at the 
right time Christ died for the ungodly.  Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die.  But God proves his love 
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.  Much more surely then, now that 
we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God.  For 
if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more 
surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.  But more than that, we even boast 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

CantiCle - Psalm 100 (Jubilate)
Read by  Rob and Sandra McGahy

O shout to the Lord in triumph, all the earth:
serve the Lord with gladness,
and come before his face with songs of joy.
Know that the Lord he is God:
it is he who has made us and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Come into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise:
give thanks to him, and bless his holy name.
For the Lord is good, his loving mercy is for ever:
his faithfulness throughout all generations. 

seCond lesson: matthew 9.35-10.8
Read by Belinda Leslie
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness.  When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without 
a shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;  
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’  Then Jesus summoned 
his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure 
every disease and every sickness.  These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also 
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;  
Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.  These twelve Jesus sent 
out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 
Samaritans,  but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  As you go, proclaim the good 
news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.”  Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, 
cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.
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homily 

the aPostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

the Prayers
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us.
Lord, have mercy on us.

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.

Lord, show us your mercy,
and grant us your salvation.

Keep our nation under your care,
and guide us in justice and truth.
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Clothe your ministers with righteousness,
and make your chosen people joyful.

Lord, save your people,
and bless your inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord,
for you are our help and strength.

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew us by your Holy Spirit.

ColleCt
All-powerful God,
in Jesus Christ you turned death into life,
and defeat into victory:
increase our faith and trust in him,
that we may triumph over evil,
in the strength of the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

the ColleCt oF PeaCe
O God, 
the author and lover of peace, 
in knowledge of whom stands our eternal life, 
whose service is perfect freedom; 
defend your servants in all assaults of our enemies, 
that, surely trusting in your defence, 
we may not fear the power of any adversaries, 
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

morning ColleCt

Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for bringing us safely to 
this day: keep us by your mighty power, and grant that we fall into no sin, neither run into any 
kind of danger; but lead and govern us in all things, that we may always do what is righteous in 
your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

general thanksgiving
Almighty God and merciful Father,
we give you hearty thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us
and to all people.
We bless you for our creation and preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all, for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such a sense of all your mercies,
that our hearts may be truly thankful
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and that we may praise you
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
serving you in holiness and righteousness all our days,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.
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 ‘From the PulPit’ 
The ReveRend Ben edwaRds

‘are we there yet?’: Just how near is 
the kingdom oF god?

The plainTive cRy from the back of a car, ‘Are we there yet?’ is 
probably worthy of classification as a form of psychological 

torture, most commonly deployed by bored children against 
their captive parents. For the small child whose comprehension 
of time is pretty much restricted to ‘now’ and ‘not now’, one 
can only offer the  unsatisfying answers, ‘not yet ... we’re still 
on the way’,  ‘only x more hours / kilometres to go’ ... ‘have a sleep and then we’ll nearly be there’. 
None of this really means much and so the question persists, ‘Are we there yet?’ 

Perhaps this is a bit like how we might feel about the Kingdom of God. Jesus proclaimed some 
2,000 years ago ‘the kingdom of God is near’. We might find ourselves calling from the theological 
backseat, ‘Are we there yet? how much longer will it take?’ When we look at the state of the world 
and the Church we might not feel the kingdom to be quite so near. Indeed, we need not look far 
at the moment to see and hear the cries of injustice all around the world, be it on account of racial, 
environmental, political or other forms of injustice and oppression. So what does it mean to say ‘the 
kingdom of God is near’?

When we hear Jesus speak of the kingdom, it seems he is speaking of those ways in which God is 
active, both in this age and ‘the age to come’. Indeed, the kingdom is one of the most significant 
themes in Jesus’s teaching. In Jesus’s parables and other teachings the kingdom is not just a final 
destination, a future eschatological phenomenon of the direct reign of Christ, but also something 
that is entered into while on the journey of the here and now.  

Proclaiming the kingdom is to recognise God’s action for sinners, the captive, the poor, the broken 
and despairing is both a present reality and a future fulfilment, a bringing of all things to their 
true end, which we anticipate. However, too often talk of the kingdom is limited to the future sense 
of the kingdom, and I think it is important that we reflect on what it means for the kingdom to be 
‘near’ in our present reality. 

One of the challenging aspects of the incarnation is that the kingdom of God, through the ministry 
of Jesus Christ, breaks into our own world in a novel way, but is not yet fulfilled. Jesus’s coming 
among us allows us to see glimpses of the kingdom, and sense what it tastes and smells like, and 
we are able to feel it. We see in Jesus’ ministry signs of what life in the kingdom is like – peace 
with God, abundant life, wholeness, mercy, forgiveness, healing and love – and we see in his life, 
death and resurrection the very essence of living in and living-out that kingdom. In God’s kingdom 
there is no place for injustice, for suffering. The weak, the poor, the unlovely all have a place. The 
kingdom is a way of describing the outpouring of God’s love and glory. It is manifest in surprising 
ways, through unexpected people. In small, quiet, humble ways. 

Over the centuries many Christians have mistakenly sought to build God’s kingdom on earth 
through political kingdoms or the institutional Church, mistaking theocracy for the kingdom of 
God. Be these the kingdoms of pontiffs, prelates and prince-bishops, or the realms of tyrannical cult-
leaders, we are all too familiar with the ways in which these efforts have fallen short of manifesting 
the sort of kingdom that Jesus proclaimed. 
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It is not the mission entrusted to the faithful 
by Jesus to build a worldly empire to impose 
his Way, but to participate in the ushering in 
of the kingdom of God by building it in our 
hearts and living it in our words and actions 
and proclaiming Good News. This means that 
the kingdom is a lot nearer than we may have 
been prepared for. We can enter into the life of 
the kingdom right now. 

Recognising that the kingdom of God has burst 
forth into this world challenges us to reflect on 
what this means for the way we live our lives.  
Acknowledging the present reality of Christ’s 
kingdom means we don’t merely project all our 
hopes into some futuristic, apocalyptic events.   
Instead, we are called to take up our part in 
the life of this kingdom, using our lives to let it 
come ‘on earth as in Heaven’. 

In Baptism and the Eucharistic celebration we 
experience the present reality of the kingdom 
as we receive the sacramental presence of Christ 
and experience the freedom from sin and the 
spiritual nourishment that the sacramental 
graces confer upon us. Through the power of 
the Risen Christ, whose triumph over death is 
itself a sign of this new kingdom, we are drawn 
into the life of the kingdom, and we experience 
what it means to  have freedom in Christ and 
to share in his abundant life. The ministry of 
the Holy Spirit moves our hearts to look on others and the world with the compassion and love 
of Christ, convicting us of our need for God’s mercy, strengthening and sanctifying us to grow 
in godliness and to inhabit the ethos of the kingdom, allowing its values to inform, direct and 
reorient  our commitments and engagements in this world. 

The kingdom Jesus proclaims offers a new way, where there is freedom for all, where all are valued 
and are welcomed. The challenge for us is to open our hearts to the message of the Kingdom and 
to dedicate our lives to making it come on earth as in Heaven, striving to live godly lives of virtue 
and love. 

Are we there yet?
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honourable mention - Claudia hyles oam

ingRid Moses 

Claudia hyles received the Medal in the Order of Australia in this year’s Queens Birthday 
Honours list for service to the community in the ACT.

We know Claudia for her active membership in our parish, serving in a variety of outreach 
activities. She regularly plays hymns in nursing homes, and she is an active member of our small 
Refugee Support Team. With a very wide network Claudia is able to get many people interested 
and contributing to the various fundraising activities. She herself donates and makes preserves 
etc for sale. She is in constant contact with the Canberra Companion House for which the Team 
provides emergency linen, clothing, etc.

Claudia is well known for her engagement and sponsorship of Palestinians and for her love of 
India. Over five decades she has at times lived there, worked there, written about India, attended 
conferences and festivals, taken tours there and bought artefacts for exhibitions and the book shop 
of the National Gallery of Australia. She was on the Board of the Padma Menon Dance Company 
and worked for the Jaipur Virasat Foundation for six months.

Claudia has also been involved extensively with the National Gallery of Australia and the Canberra 
International Music Festival.

She has unstintingly and graciously used her creativity and flair, funds and hard work to the 
benefit of various communities in the ACT including St Paul’s.

a Conversation with Claudia hyles oam 
an inTeRview wiTh caTheRine BöhM

Catherine:  It’s lovely to get together today Claudia for a discussion about your achievements. 
Congratulations on being awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia for service to the community 
of the Australian Capital Territory. Can you tell me how you felt when you learnt that you were 
receiving this honour? 

Claudia: Well, it came by email. I think some people in the past have had letters, but I had an email 
and I thought, What’s this nonsense? I really did think it was a practical joke. So that was my initial 
reaction. And then I thought, oh my, how extraordinary. And I was delighted. I’d have to say I was 
delighted.

Catherine: It is wonderful. There must be a lot of joy after all you’ve been doing.

Claudia: Yes. It’s nice. Ingrid Moses wrote me such a nice email. And she said, she just said very 
nice things. But she said something about being recognized by the nation. And I thought, Oh, wow.

Catherine: Well, you lead a rich and diverse life, and everybody is amazed by how much you do. 
Looking over the media notes on your award,  I could see you have many interests ranging over 
many different areas, from your passion for India when you fell in love with it on your first trip 
there in 1968, to your interest in Indian textiles, art and history, to your contribution to art and 
music in Canberra, and to your compassion for those who are struggling in Australia and overseas. 
Could you give some background as to when you first became aware of the needs of refugees?
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Claudia: Yes, I think I first became aware of refugees on that first trip to India. When we were in 
Nepal, I was then traveling with one friend and we visited some Tibetan refugees, and I really 
didn’t really quite understand why they were there, but I found out but interest in them really lay 
dormant, I’m afraid to say, and it wasn’t until I was living in Peshawar in Pakistan, that’s right up 
on the northwest in the North West Frontier Province as it was then called, near the Khyber Pass, 
just next to Afghanistan. We were there in 1987 to 1988 and there were about 3 million Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan at the time. At this stage, Afghanistan was fighting the Russians. It was before 
the rise of the Taliban and the terrible regimes that followed, and I thought, well, gosh, there has 
to be something I can do here. I had hoped I might be able to do a bit of volunteer work in the 
archaeological museum in Peshawar where there was a wonderful collection of statues from the 
Ghandharan  era, which are beautiful as well as very interesting historically, because it’s the first 
time the Buddha, Gautama Siddharta, was depicted as human.  But that drew a blank even though I 
had a wonderful reference from the National Gallery. They certainly didn’t want anybody, especially 
a foreign woman working as a volunteer in the museum. So I thought, well, all these refugees and 
most of the foreigners in Peshawar were working with Afghans rather than Pakistanis. They were 
there as members of various organisations, engaged in the relief of Afghan refugees - 3 million in 
the country, and the vast percentage were in and around Peshawar. People worked for the Austrian 
committee or the Danish committee on different projects; for instance, the Danes had set up an 
embroidery project for women who had been separated from their families, for at that stage 10 
years, since the war with the Russians started. In their dislocation they’d never learned how to do 
their traditional embroidery. And the Danes, of course had their own tradition of embroidery - they 
didn’t impose that on the Afghans, but they had set that up and were attempting to not only teach 
women how to embroider, but to help them make things that might have a market. The International 
Rescue Committee had a project raising poultry - they jokingly called it the International Rescue 
Chicken Committee! There were all kinds of projects.  I found myself a voluntary job in the office 
of the British Afghan refugee relief organisation, which was called Afghanaid. I had shorthand and 
typing skills. and so I worked in the office and I wrote up reports or typed up reports from others. 
I had a very interesting one once from a poor chap who worked for the BBC World Service in the 
Pashto Section who brought his report back from Gilgit right up in the north of Pakistan near China, 
but the poor chap had appendicitis. His time there wasn’t spent in the way he had intended as he 
ended up in hospital having his appendix removed. I became aware that Gilgit tried to secede from 
India in the mutiny called the Gilgit Mutiny which is the very day I was born, the first of November 
1947. So that was interesting.  Afghanaid had projects – a tailoring project where amputees, men 
who lost limbs fighting in the war, were taught tailoring skills. They had an ambulance service 
that brought back war wounded from the front and in fact I was picked up every morning at my 
home in an ambulance. When we got to the gate of the office compound the driver would turn on 
the siren to wake up the chowkidar. It was through working there that I was able to join a small 
group of working women in Peshawar. And that’s how I met some Afghan women because most of 
them were in purdah in seclusion, and it was hard to meet even Pakistani women, many of whom 
were also in purdah. I met mostly teachers, Afghan women teachers, but also other foreign women 
engaged in projects in Peshawar – midwives and infant welfare nurses.

Catherine: Their lives must have changed so much.

Claudia: Yes. It was pitiful, absolutely pitiful. Once, when the children were visiting on school 
holidays, one of my workmates invited my family for dinner. I was the friend, the one he knew. I 
was the colleague, but my daughter and I were shown into the back room into the kitchen, with the 
women, whilst my husband and my son were fêted by the men in the front. It was very interesting. 
In the room where Emily and I were sitting, there was one poor lady in the corner who just cried, 
she cried the whole time we were there. She was in the most terrible mental anguish. So that’s really 
when I became aware of the plight of refugees. Quite illuminating, really.
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Catherine: So you continued on with that interest and in Canberra you are very involved with 
activities advocating for refugee and asylum seekers’ needs,  and you were one of the founding 
members of the Refugee Support Team in this parish a few  years ago. Could you talk about what you 
have been doing over the past few years in that role? And also, of course, if you would like talk about 
other things you’re involved with, for refugees in Canberra.
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Claudia:  I had already joined the Canberra Refugees’ Support Network, and I always felt a bit 
hamstrung by the fact that I felt that I could never really do anything. I was slotted into fundraising 
especially in connection with the very good annual dinner CRS run but as far as practical work 
went, I felt I could never do anything. I’d get an email which almost wanted you to start yesterday 
to help a family in the remotest part of Belconnen or Gungahlin, and I just couldn’t do it. It was 
physically impossible, so I was pleased when a notice came around suggesting a refugee group 
be started in the parish thanks to Les Böhm’s initiative.  I think in our own small way, we’ve been 
extremely successful. It is a very good little team.  In the beginning. we were working in the dark. 
We didn’t know who did what in Canberra.  So we shared out the different agencies, one of us had to 
contact MARSS and one of us had to contact I don’t know, CRS maybe. I had to contact Companion 
House and so one cold April day, I went over to Companion House. I had a nice talk with Jeannie 
McLellan, Operations’ Manager. She told me about Companion House’s activities and it is really  
the most marvellous organization. As you know, they look after victims of torture and trauma who 
always it seems, are asylum seekers or refugees, who’ve really had a very difficult time, both in their 
own countries and then coming here, many of them spending years in detention. She happened 
to mention that day that somebody, a man, a single man had come in after, I think she said, three 
years in detention.  He arrived at Companion House with nothing. She said, fortunately, they had a 
few sheets and towels to give him and  I said straightaway, Well, I think that’s something we could 
do, because we did at that stage have an Op Shop and I thought we could do it as an offshoot of 
that. At our next team meeting, I said, Well, I think this is something we could easily do and I even 
mentioned the idea that as well as collecting good second-hand goods, I could fund new purchases 
by making jam and chutney.  There was a bit of eye-rolling at that from the men!

Catherine: It has been very successful. I notice that they didn’t put the feijoa chutney in the citation!

Claudia:  Yes.  I hit on the feijoas because there was a good local source close to where I live which 
my daughter discovered one year. Anyway, that’s what came to pass and we’ve attracted wonderful 
donations for the Emergency Linen Cupboard, which is what we call this resource. It has been very 
successful, but is something so basic - it doesn’t have to be a great big, sophisticated enterprise. 
I think our fundraising lunches have been great and our raffles have been extremely successful. 
Robyn Schleiger and the Op Shop team lent terrific support as have many people in the parish. 
Unfortunately, the problem hasn’t gone away – for instance within our own country, we are told that 
the centre at Manus is closed - but we know that many of the men are still there.

Catherine: In between everything else you find time to minister to nursing homes, visiting and 
playing the piano at the services held there. What is it that drives you to do this?

Claudia: Well, Susan Bridge called for a volunteer to do that. And then she had two when she said,’ 
Oh, I’ve even got a roster’ but the second person dropped out before starting so it ended up with me. 
Before the lockdown it was once a month at both Baptist Care at Griffith, the old Morling Lodge that 
moved, and Jindalee in Narrabundah and I go with a team of lovely people, Penelope, Janet, Kay and 
Alipate. And I really do enjoy it. There’s no need to get nervous about playing the piano really, as I 
certainly have in the past at church when I’ve had to fill in. I don’t have to play at church any longer 
because we have such a rich supply of wonderful organists.  

It has just been lovely. I enjoy the sermons given by John Gibson and Alipate, in the past Susan and 
Kelvin. They all speak so kindly to the old people who really do appreciate it. We’ve all seen videos 
on television about how music can unlock tired old minds and I’ve seen this in action. Once up at 
Jindalee, there was a lady sitting in the front row and she took no interest at all in the service; she 
appeared to be non-vocal and she didn’t communicate at all but the last hymn, (I always play three 
hymns and something nice while communion is given) was to the tune of the Ash Grove, which I 
think all Australian children of a certain age knew from primary school, and when we were packing 
up at the end of the service, this lady started to sing the tune. It was quite amazing. quite amazing.  
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And once at Baptist Care, I heard an old man pushing his walker down the hall and singing ‘The 
Lord of the Dance’.

Catherine: How wonderful.

Claudia: Yes, it is. So that’s the wonderful reward.

Catherine: That would fill you with joy.

Claudia: It’s very joyful, very joyful. And some people aren’t quite sure why they’re there, but they 
enjoy seeing us and everybody smiles, it’s a happy time.

Catherine: That’s wonderful. And it was interesting at the service that Ben organised before 
Christmas for people from the nursing rooms, to look around the congregation there and notice 
them reacting to the music. Well, there was a soloist soprano at one stage in the choir, but that didn’t 
stop one old lady singing out and it was just beautiful.

Claudia: Yes, it’s really lovely. I always try and play rather old-fashioned hymns that they will 
remember. I just love our Australian hymn book, Together in Song.  I had to get a new one because 
one of my grandsons who is a very good pianist, miles better than his grandmother, loves playing 
hymns.   He borrowed my hymn book while I was away somewhere and when he returned it there 
were about 59 post it notes sticking out of the top. So, I bought a new one, but I gave him the old one 
complete with the post it notes for his birthday - he looked a bit askance. I bought that new version 
in the first place because I really enjoyed the hymns that the boys were singing at school like, ‘Shine 
Jesus, Shine’.

I played for Sunday school and my school when I was a kid in Sydney, and then I played the 
harmonium out at St Edmund’s, Tharwa for years and years and years. I lived in Laos for three and 
a half years where I was discovered as a pianist soon after I arrived at the end of 1989 just as the 
vicar of the parish of Christ Church, Bangkok was thinking about the possibility of resurrecting his 
far-flung vestigial church in Vientiane.  It was an offshoot of the church in Bangkok but had closed 
at the time of the Lao Communist Revolution. We were there from 1989 to 1993 and I was involved 
with the re-establishment of that Church of the Holy Spirit.  I represented Laos at the Diocesan 
Women’s Conference in Singapore in 1992.

Catherine: Before we started our interview, we touched on this. Do you ever get frustrated that 
progress is slow and sometimes seemingly non-existent for causes you support?

Claudia: No, I suppose I don’t. I suppose I’m basically very optimistic. And even though as I said to 
you earlier, I seem to back a lot of losing sides, I think well, the only thing to do is just to plug on. 
So that is all one can do. Palestine and refugees, they’re both very, very complicated and difficult 
problems.

Catherine: You can’t abandon people. You can’t just walk away when you know when there are such 
huge problems.

Claudia: No, you can’t give things up. My book club is meeting for the first time in reality next 
weekand we’re reading a book I suggested called Apeirogon by Colum McCann., which is, I think, 
very, very good. It’s called a novel, but it’s really based on facts about Palestine and Israel, and I’m 
hosting it. So I’ve got all the APAN, that’s the Australian Palestinian Advocacy, Network brochures, 
to give everybody. They all know that I’m involved in this.  An apeirogon is a Greek geometrical 
term for a shape that is never ending. 
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I went on a study tour to Palestine in 2015 organised by APAN (Bishop George Browning is the most 
wonderful President of the APAN’s Board).  The tour was absolutely life changing, to see what it’s 
really like in Israel. I was woken up. Perhaps I’m a late developer, I don’t know. But I was really woken 
up to the plight of Palestinians by a marvellous documentary, shown on the ABC on Four Corners 
in 2013, called Stone Cold Justice. It was made by John Lyons, who wrote an excellent book called 
Balcony over Jerusalem.  The film focused on the work of a marvellous couple. Gerard Horton, who is 
Anglo Australian, and his Palestinian wife, Salwa Duaibis, they visited Australia last year and spoke 
in Canberra. They started an organisation called Military Court Watch. He’s a lawyer and defends 
boys who are apprehended by Israelis, many taken from their beds in the middle of the night. The 
film was absolutely amazing. And I thought, why haven’t I really been doing something about this?  
Then a friend giving me about two weeks’ notice said, ‘Do you want to come on this study tour?  I 
said, Well, yes, I will’.  

There were only eight of us including two from Goulburn who are now great friends, Helen and 
Fred Rainger who are very involved with St Saviour’s Cathedral, and whose daughter, Catherine, is 
a priest in Canberra. We went to Gaza which was astounding and shocking. Hebron was almost as 
confronting when we saw a group of Jewish settlers guarded by heavily-armed Israeli soldiers, being 
taken on a Saturday afternoon walk through the Palestinian part of the city sneering and  … well, 
it’s just awful … and don’t you think, having seen it yourself, the first sight of the separation wall is 
a tremendous shock?

Catherine: You can’t describe it. It’s overwhelming It is a huge, frightening barrier between peoples.

Claudia: The first real sight of it we had was on the road to Jericho and Helen Rainger who’s done a 
master’s in theology said, well now, the Good Samaritan couldn’t walk this way now.  This is where 
he was, the road on which he walked, impossible now because of this terrible, terrible wall which is 
eight meters tall with as you know, with coiled razor wire on the top and control towers at corners. 
The wall divides villages. It divides farmers from the fields. It divides men from their work. It’s so 
punitive. The situation for Palestinians is just so frightful.

Catherine: You’ve been coming to St Paul’s for many years participating in many activities such as 
the flower roster, reading at services, providing breakfast, working at the fête and probably loads of 
other things I don’t know about.  In addition, there is the feijoa chutney for which you are coming 
very famous. How do you find time to do all this Claudia, you must be very disciplined?

Claudia: I suppose I am disciplined, but in a muddled sort of a way, and I’ve noticed this in my son 
and some of my grandchildren, they get things done but they’ve got unusual methods!  I just think, 
oh, well, it has to be done. So I just do it. And I’ve got very quick things at things.  I’ve got a bit too 
fast for my own good. Sometimes I think, why can’t I fiddle around and take longer, but I always do 
things immediately. I had two babies in the space of less than a year and I had to be organised or we 
would have fallen apart. 

I should add that most importantly my two children James and Emily are what I am most proud of 
in my life.

I’ve never wanted to be a one-man band ever. I’d much rather be in a team but in some things that I’ve 
started, well, I have to do a lot in the beginning before other people will join in.

I really enjoy doing the flowers and my usual roster partner, Tina Barrack is such a lovely person, and 
we really have a lot of laughs as we “work”.  And I’ve learned how to do them!  Dear old Margaret 
Roberts was my teacher. You should be enjoying what you’re doing. I think it’s very important to 
keep a light hand.
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Catherine: You have written a number of books Claudia, which are both conversational and very 
informative. You write book reviews and lead discussions with authors. I have just been dipping 
again into So you can see in the dark through which you weave a personal account of your love for 
India alongside fascinating and informative tales. Are you planning to write any further books?

Claudia: I don’t think so. I jokingly said to a friend in Melbourne at the beginning of the restrictions 
that I’d run a journal of the plague year. And then she came back and said, how’s your journal 
going? I replied, I’m not going to write it. We’re all going through this. It’s so boring. Completely 
boring – by that I mean the writing about it! I don’t know. I’m usually writing something of some 
sort, whether it’s just a page about something, or a review.

Catherine: Well you are a very good writer. I suppose I’m encouraging you to continue on.

Claudia: Well, it’s a chatty style, discursive.  I had to curb that in a very interesting job I did a 
few years ago in connection with the Sesquicentenary of the Canberra/Goulburn foundation of the 
Order of the Sisters of Mercy.  I was meant to have written the catalogue but I felt that as an Anglican 
I just didn’t understand the depths and even the broad sweep of being Catholic.  So I became the 
Editor instead.  It was a happy and rewarding project, one I was surprised to be invited to do.  Why?  
I had asked, you know I’m not Catholic and my friend said no, but you’re church literate!  I now have 
wonderful friends who are nuns and my interest in the idea of ecumenism was greatly enlarged.    

Catherine: I really like it because you put a lot of information in there. But it’s really engaging and 
easy to read as well as your personal reminiscences, and you get to know something about your 
friends who have accompanied you on the journey.

Claudia: I’ve had some wonderful companions along the way. And in that Indian book, you know, 
I mentioned the photographer Robyn Beeche, my great friend who sadly died. Well, she was 
inspirational in what she did.  She was not Christian, by the time I met her she had become Hindu.  
She had great compassion and a great love of helping others. Yes, she was terrific person.

I’m also involved with a couple of major, well, they’re major for me, charitable works in India. One 
is a little school in the mountains, right up in the foothills of the Himalayas.

An English medium school for children in this rural, remote and poor area, who wouldn’t have 
the opportunity for a good education otherwise, marvellously inspirational. A Canadian woman 
who is married to an Indian started the school. As well, through a friend in Delhi, I help financially 
with a terrific charity, which looks after street children and they usually have been found living 
sometimes in the rafters of buildings at the New Delhi railway station. You think, oh, how many 
children could there be, but hundreds have been rescued. They go to dormitories and hostels, none 
of them have parents. If they did have parents, those poor desperate parents had put them on a train 
from a country area, the children get off at Delhi and they don’t know where they are. It’s terrible.  
It’s absolutely terrible but they are looked after and they are helped with vocational training. It is 
wonderful and it’s administered by really good people.

My work in India has really been informed by some very good people who are so socially aware 
and so conscious of keeping traditions going while embracing the new.  When I worked there as 
volunteer for six months in Jaipur in 2006/7, it was quite difficult in many ways, but I hadn’t gone 
there for a holiday and I hadn’t gone there to make friends particularly though I did. It was a six-
day working week which was exhausting but nevertheless, it was the most fantastic experience. It 
wasn’t connected directly with health and education. It was essentially cultural, but it did embrace 
for instance, schools for deprived children, which was a project run by a lovely friend.  She started 
schools in slums, and then because there are a lot of elite schools in Jaipur she wangled her way into 
the schools allowing her to bring in her own teachers and children for the afternoon session when 
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the school was technically closed. So those children were included in at least the educational part 
of our festival. But I met some very, very good people.

Catherine: Claudia, you are known for your commitment and energy for a wide range of causes 
and you are an example to many. What advice would you give to your grandchildren or any young 
person if they asked you how they could best follow their dream to help make the world a better 
place?

Claudia:  Well, I’m happy to say that I’ve got four grandchildren. And two of them in particular 
have probably overactive social conscience, Harry and Coco. Coco is doing the IB Year 12 this year 
and for her Extended Essay, she’s decided to do something on refugees in Canberra. So I took her 
over to Companion House one day and sat in on the interview she had with Glenn Flanagan who 
came to one of our fundraising lunches with one of our speakers, that lovely Mustafa Ehsan who 
was the Young Canberran of the Year 2017. So, I’m very happy about that. Harry’s all the time 
trying to do good things for people. And the other two, Oscar and Maitland, have very good hearts 
as well.

My advice to young people is to look beyond yourself. Most of us are pretty lucky in Canberra, 
some luckier than others, but there’s always somebody who is worse off.  And it’s just marvellous 
if you can help others. And you don’t do it for self-gratification. It’s that very nice feeling that 
somebody is glad of what you’ve done at the end.

Catherine: Claudia, can you tell me how long you have been going to St Paul’s?

Claudia: St Paul’s is very important to me. And I’ve been going there since the early 80’s, since John 
Griffith’s days. I love the music there. I love the music at the ten o’clock but I do find eight o’clock 
more contemplative. I do like reading the psalm and not just listening to it sung.  And I really like 
reading.  

Catherine: Claudia, there are many things we haven’t talked about but thank you for these insights 
into your life, for your quest in the pursuit of social justice, and for your compassion, which has 
resulted in you receiving this well-deserved award.

Congratulations again.
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reFugee week: 14 - 20 June

Refugee Week only happens once a year. It is a unique opportunity to make time to learn about the 
experiences of people from refugee backgrounds and to celebrate the valuable contributions made by 
refugees to the world. It is a reminder that we are all responsible for creating a welcoming country. 

In June 2015, an invitation from Claudia Hyles to some friends from St Pauls to attend the Canberra Refugee 
Support’s annual fundraising dinner, to hear the guest speaker Jon Stanhope share insights after his time 
on Christmas Island, led to the formation of the Refugee Support Team (RST) for St Paul’s and St David’s. 
From those early days, the RST has been involved in networking with community groups at local, national 
and international levels to better understand and support refugees and asylum seekers. 

Early on Claudia researched Companion House and a strong bond has been maintained with them since. 
Claudia and Elizabeth King have set up the Emergency Linen Cupboard to provide items for refugees who 
Companion House and MARSS support. During the covid-19 restrictions, Claudia and Elizabeth King 
have been providing goods from the Emergency Linen Cupboard to Companion House urgently needed 
by families in our area.

The theme of Refugee Week 2020 is celebrating the year of welcome. A more welcoming country doesn’t 
start with politicians, it starts with us.

We have heard from Common Grace’s Justice for People Seeking Asylum Team suggestions for celebrating 
Refugee Week. For example, they are offering an email series containing a Daily Disruption for each day 
of Refugee Week. Each day they will reflect on a bible verse relating to the theme of Welcome and offer us 
a way to take action, to join with them to create a more welcoming country. 

Sign up here to receive the Daily Disruption series in your inbox!
This series is a great opportunity for you individually to listen deeply and for your heart to be moved 
further toward a posture of love and welcome. Refugee Week is also a great opportunity for churches to 
get involved to grow collectively into communities of welcome. Common Grace has produced these prayer 
resources to help churches engage with Refugee Week through prayer. 
Our RST have been supporting Canberra Refugee Support (CRS) Scholarship Awards Program. This year 
we agreed for CRS to use those funds to support urgent demand from assistance for their clients. 

We have just heard some good news from Doug Hynd, the CRS President:  

The ACT Government has agreed to provide $140,000 for emergency support for asylum seekers 
who are not eligible for financial support by the Australian Government. This has come about 
through advocacy by agencies working with asylum seekers including CRS, Companion House, 
St Vincent de Paul and Red Cross. This decision will be a big help and take a lot of pressure off 
charities such as CRS and combined with the ACT Government emergency rent support for asylum 
seekers puts the ACT in the lead in responding to the needs of this vulnerable group of people. 
The announcement also includes support for other groups who have been excluded from support.

 
Here is the link to the story in the Canberra Times: https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6736418/
students-and-asylum-seekers-to-benefit-from-450000-support-package/?cs=14225
 
Here is the ACT government press release on the program - https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_
government/inform/act_government_media_releases/chris-steel-mla-media-releases/2020/act-provides-
more-support-for-temporary-visa-holders-and-international-students

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6736418/students-and-asylum-seekers-to-benefit-from-450000-support-package/?cs=14225   
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6736418/students-and-asylum-seekers-to-benefit-from-450000-support-package/?cs=14225   
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6736418/students-and-asylum-seekers-to-benefit-from-450000-support-package/?cs=14225   
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_government/inform/act_government_media_releases/chris-steel-mla-media-releases/2020/act-provides-more-support-for-temporary-visa-holders-and-international-students 
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_government/inform/act_government_media_releases/chris-steel-mla-media-releases/2020/act-provides-more-support-for-temporary-visa-holders-and-international-students 
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_government/inform/act_government_media_releases/chris-steel-mla-media-releases/2020/act-provides-more-support-for-temporary-visa-holders-and-international-students 
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This week, our Tardis lands in Hereford, with photographs by the Rector.  The full text is available 
at:  www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/19487.

the cathedral church Of herefOrd

A Description Of Its Fabric And A Brief History Of 
The Episcopal See

By A. Hugh Fisher

London
George Bell and Sons

1898

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/19487
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CHAPTER I. - THE HISTORY OF THE BUILDING

The early history of Hereford, like that of the majority of cathedral churches, is veiled in the ob-
scurity of doubtful speculation and shadowy tradition. Although the see had existed from the 
sixth century, it is not till much later that we have any information concerning the cathedral it-self.

From 755 to 794 there reigned in Mercia one of the most powerful and important rulers of those 
times,—King Offa. He was a contemporary of Charles the Great, and more than once these two 
sovereigns exchanged gifts and letters. … Offa is generally held responsible for the murder, about 
793, of Æthelberht, King of the East Angles, who had been promised his daughter, Æthelthryth, 
in marriage.

Had Æthelberht been gifted with a knowledge of future events (which would not have been a 
more wonderful attribute than many of the virtues which were ascribed afterwards to his dead 
body), he could hardly have desired a more glorious fate. His murder gained for him martyrdom 
with its immortal glory, and he could scarce have met his death under happier auspices. Visiting 
a king’s residence to fetch his bride he died by the order of a man whose memory is sullied by no 
other stain, a man renowned in war, a maker of laws for the good of his people, and eminent in an 
ignorant age as one who encouraged learning.

Legend and tradition have so obscured this event that beyond the bare fact of the murder noth-ing 
can be positively asserted, and the brief statement of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, “792. This year 
Offa, King of the Mercians, commanded the head of King Æthelberht to be struck off,” contains 
all that we may be certain of.
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One writer speaks of a hired assassin, and others lay the crime at the door of Cynethryth, Offa’s 
Queen, who is said to have insinuated that the marriage was only sought as a pretext to occupy the 
Mercian throne. Finding her lord’s courage not equal to the occasion, she herself arranged the end 
of Æthelberht. There is talk of a pit dug in his sleeping-chamber and a chair arranged there-over, 
which, with an appearance of luxurious comfort, lured him to his fate. The body was, ac-cording to 
one writer, privately buried on the bank of the river “Lugg,” near Hereford.

“On the night of his burial,” says the Monkish Annalist, “a column of light, brighter than the 
sun, arose towards heaven”; and three nights afterwards the figure (or ghost) of King Æthelberht 
appeared to Brithfrid, a nobleman, and commanded him to convey the body to a place called 
“Stratus Waye,” and to inter it near the monastery there. Guided by another column of light, 
Brithfrid, having placed the body and the head on a carriage, proceeded on his journey. The head 
fell from the vehicle, but having been discovered by a “blind man,” to whom it miraculous-ly 
communicated sight, was restored by him to the careless driver. Arrived at his place of desti-nation, 
then called “Fernlega” or “Saltus Silicis,” and which has since   been termed Hereford, he there 
interred the body. Whatever the motive for the crime, there is ample evidence of Offa’s subsequent 
remorse. In atonement he built monasteries and churches, and is even said by some to have gone 
on a pilgrimage to Rome, though this rests on slight evidence.

The miracles worked at the tomb of the murdered King were, according to Asser, so numerous 
and incredible that Offa, who had appropriated Æthelberht’s kingdom, was induced to send two 
bishops to Hereford to ascertain the truth of them, and it is generally agreed that about A.D. 825 
Milfrid, who was Viceroy to the Mercian King Egbert after the death of Offa and of his son Eg-
frid, expended a large sum of money in building “Ecclesiam egregiam, lapidea structura” at Her-
eford, which he consecrated to the martyred monarch, and endowed with lands and enriched with 
ornaments.
…

Soon after it was finished Algar or Elfgar, Earl of Chester, son of the Earl of Mercia, was charged 
with treason at a Witan in London, and (though his guilt is still disputed) was outlawed by Edward 
the Confessor. He hired a fleet of Danish pirate ships from the Irish coast, joined King Gruffydd in 
Wales, and marched with him into Herefordshire, determining to make war upon King Edward. 
Here they began with a victory about two miles from Hereford over the Earl of that shire who was 
a Frenchman, and tried to make his men fight on horseback in the French fashion, which they did 
not understand,—the English way being for the great men to ride to the field of battle, but there to 
dismount and fight with their heavy axes on foot. Earl Ralph, the Frenchman, turned his horse’s 
head and fled the field, and the English, encumbered with their long spears and swords, followed 
helter skelter. After killing some five hundred, Ælfgar and Gruffydd turned to Hereford and came 
upon the church which Bishop Athelstan had caused to be built. There they met with a spirited 
resistance: amongst other victims seven of the canons were killed in an attempt to hold the great 
door of the minster; but, ultimately, the church and town were burned.
…
Bishop Cantilupe was succeeded by his devoted chaplain, Richard Swinfield, an excellent preacher 
and a man of agreeable manners. … On one occasion Pontius de Cors, a nephew of Bishop 
Aquablanca, who had obtained from the Pope the provision of the prebend of Hinton, interrupted 
the installation of Robert de Shelving appointed by Bishop Swinfield, gained admis-sion to the 
cathedral with an accomplice, and was formally installed by him in spite of the re-monstrance of 
the Chapter. He held his place by force of arms during that day and the next, but later submitted 
to the Bishop.

… It was in his time that the “Mappa Mundi,” the curious map of the world designed by Richard of 
Haldingham of Battle in Sussex, a prebendary of Hereford in 1305, now preserved in the ca-thedral, 
came into possession of the Chapter.
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…
In 1553, commissioners were appointed to visit the churches, chapels, guilds, and fraternities all 
over the kingdom and take inventories of their treasures, leaving to each parish church or chapel 
“one or two chalices according to the multitude of people.” In Hereford Cathedral, amongst other 
valuable ornaments, was a chalice of gold weighing 22 lbs. 9-1/2 oz., two basins weighing 102 oz., 
and an enamelled pastoral staff in five pieces of silver gilt weighing 11 lbs. 7 oz. 3 dwts. troy. It is 
not possible to learn the value of the goods appropriated in the cathedral alone, but the jewels and 
plate of the whole country were estimated at 4860-1/4 ounces, in value about £1213, 1s. 3d.

On August 22nd or 25th, 1642, the Royal Standard was set up at Nottingham, and the clouds of 
the Great Rebellion burst over the country. Bishop Coke of Hereford had been one of the twelve 
churchmen most active against the Bill for excluding the bishops from Parliament, passed in the 
Commons in May 1641, and was one of the ten bishops committed to the Tower by the joint sentence 
of the Lords and Commons on charge of treason.

The “popishly inclined” county of Hereford was at one with its Bishop, but so unprepared for 
war that Lord Stamford, with two troops of cavalry and a single infantry regiment, entered Here-
ford under the orders of the Earl of Essex and quartered himself in the Bishop’s palace. Here he 
remained till December 14th without, however, any serious plundering in the town itself. In April 
1643, Waller took the city for the second time, and again without much resistance, a condi-tion of 
the surrender being the immunity of the Bishop and cathedral clergy from personal vio-lence and 
plunder. On his leaving Hereford the place was retaken by the Royalists, and became an asylum for 
fugitive Roman Catholics. So it went on, being held first by one side and then by the other. In the 
autumn of 1645 Hereford was besieged by Lord Leven with the Scottish army, who were driven off 
by Colonel Barnabas Scudamore with heavy loss.

The cathedral at this time suffered considerable injury during the siege. The defenders used the 
lead from the chapter-house roof to cover the keep of the castle, and possibly also to make bul-
lets. Finally, on December 18th, through the treachery of Colonel Birch, the governor of the city, 
Hereford was once more taken, and this time the whole place was overrun by a rabble of plun-
dering soldiery.
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No doubt much damage had been done in the cathedral during the Reformation, but despite the 
protests of an antiquarian captain, one Silas Taylor, far greater mischief was perpetrated in this 
military loot. “The storied windows richly dight” were smashed to bits, monumental brasses 
torn up, the library plundered of most valuable MSS., and rich ornaments stolen.
…
Towards the beginning of the eighteenth century much harm was done to the cathedral by 
the zeal of Bishop Bisse, one of those irritating people who mean well but act abominably. He 
spent much, both on the palace and the cathedral, employing in the alterations of the former the 
stones of the chapter-house, which had been doubtless much injured but not irreparably so. In 
the ca-thedral itself he erected a mass of masonry intended to support the central tower, which 
was, however, nothing but a hideous architectural blunder. In itself it was ugly to behold, and 
actually weakened by lateral pressure that which it was intended to support. He also presented 
an elabo-rate altar-piece and Grecian oak screen with scenic decoration above, boards painted to 
represent curtains, and wooden imitations of tassels which hung immediately over the heads of 
the minis-tering priests as they stood at the altar. These were found later on to be hung on rusty 
nails by twine “little better than pack thread.”

… It was during the next episcopate, on Easter Monday 1786, that a terrible calamity oc-curred,—
the fall of the great western tower. Directly and indirectly this was the worst accident that has 
happened to Hereford Cathedral. The west front was utterly destroyed, and a great part of the 
nave seriously injured, while the injudicious restoration begun in 1788 by the Dean and Chapter, 
with James Wyatt for architect, did nearly as much to ruin the cathedral as the fall of the tower.

Already, at Salisbury, Wyatt had been busy with irreparable deeds of vandalism, but at Hereford 
he surpassed his previous efforts in this direction. He altered the whole proportion of the build-
ing, shortening the nave by a bay of 15 feet, erected a new west front on a “neat Gothic pattern,” 
and availed himself of the chance of removing all the Norman work in the nave, above the nave 
arcade substituting a design of his own.

One of the strangest items in his scheme was a plaster hod moulding round each of the arches 
above the arcade. These eccentricities were removed not long since, but the roughened lines for 
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adhesion of the plaster still remain. Inside the west front may also still be seen large spaces of wall 
painted to represent blocks of stone, but no more so in reality than the wall of any stucco residence.

It should not be forgotten, while condemning the meaningless insipidity of Wyatt’s work, that 
it was enthusiastically approved in his own day, and that the public generally were as much to 
blame as himself.
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CHAPTER II. - THE CATHEDRAL - EXTERIOR.

Artistic unity is certainly not the chief characteristic of Hereford Cathedral, but it is doubtful 
whether the absence of that quality dear to a purist is not more than compensated for by the fine 
examples of different periods, which make the massive pile as a whole a valuable record of his-
torical progress. And surely it is more fitting that a great ecclesiastical edifice should grow with 
the successive ages it outlasts, and bear about it architectural evidence of every epoch through 
which it has passed.
…
The Central Tower, a splendid example of Decorated work, is of two stages above the roofs, with 
buttresses at the angles. It is covered with a profusion of ball-flower ornament, which, ex-cept in 
the south nave aisle of Gloucester Cathedral, is nowhere else so freely used.
…
The large projecting North Porch, completed in 1530 by Bishop Booth, is Perpendicular, and 
somewhat resembles, though it is later in date, the porch in the centre of the west front at Peter-
borough. …

The entrance doorway to the Chapter-house from the east walk still remains, but is walled up. 
It consists of a pointed arch under a lofty, richly ornamented pedimental moulding, having clus-
tered shafts on the sides, with foliated capitals. The archway is divided by a slender pillar into 
two smaller openings. The once elegant chapter-room to which this doorway communicated, 
whether or not they fell, as Britton asserts, “beneath the fanatic frenzy of the Cromwellian sol-
diers,” was certainly neglected; and then, as long as any material could be got from it, treated as 
a stone quarry by Bishop Bisse and his successors. …
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CHAPTER III. - THE INTERIOR OF THE CATHEDRAL.
Hereford has a smaller area than either of the other two sister cathedrals, being only 26,850 feet 
in extent.
…

The Nave, which is separated from the aisles by eight massive Norman piers (part of the original 
church), of which the capitals are worthy of notice, has somewhat suffered by restorations at the 
hand of Wyatt. The triforium, the clerestory, the vaulting of the roof and the western wall and 
doorway are all his work; and it must not be forgotten that he shortened the original nave by one 
entire bay. Walking to the west end, from which the best general view is to be obtained, one is 
impressed by the striking effect of the great Norman piers and arches and the gloom of the choir 
beyond. 
.... 
Throughout the Cathedral the Norman work is remarkable for the richness of its ornament as 
compared with other buildings of the same date, such as Peterborough or Ely. …

Monuments in the Nave.—The 
first monument on the south side 
as we walk from the western 
end is the fine effigy in alabaster 
of Sir Richard Pembridge in 
plate and mail armour with his 
greyhound. This monument 
was formerly at the Black Friars 
Monastery, but was removed 
here at the Suppression. Sir 
Richard Pembridge was a Knight 
of the Garter (53rd of that order) 
at the time of Edward III., and 
was present at Poitiers. He died 
in 1375. There are still traces 
of colour on this monument and gold remains on the points of the cap to which the camail is 
fastened, as also on the jewelled sword-belt. A sheaf of green coloured leathers is separated from 
the tilting helmet, on which the head rests, by a coronet of open roses. When the effigy was 
brought here it had but one leg left, and that the gartered one. A wooden limb was carved, and 
the workman showed such accuracy in duplicating the stone leg that the Knight was adorned 
with a pair of garters for many years until Lord Saye and Sele, Canon Residentiary, presented the 
Cathedral with a new alabaster leg, and the wooden one was banished to a shelf in the library.
...
The beautiful wrought iron Screen, an elaborate example of artistic metal-work, painted and gilt, 
executed by Messrs Skidmore of Coventry, from designs by Sir Gilbert Scott, stands between the 
eastern piers of the central tower, a little towards the nave. The first great piece of metal-work 
of this kind executed in England in modern times was the choir screen at Lichfield, de-signed 
and carried out by the same artists as the Hereford screen; though the latter and subse-quent 
production transcends that of Lichfield, both in craftsmanship and beauty.
…
The Central Tower.—Immediately above the four great arches of the central tower, the interior 
walls are, says Professor Willis in his report on the Cathedral, “Of a very singular construction; 
twelve piers of compact masonry on each side, beside angle piers, are carried up to the height of 
26 ft., and connected half-way up by a horizontal course of stone, in long pieces, and by an iron 
bar, which runs all round immediately under this bonding course. Upon these gigantic stone 
gratings, if I may be allowed the expression, the interior wall of the tower rests, and they also carry 
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the entire weight of the bell-
chamber and bells.
…
“To enable me to form the opinion 
which I have now the honour 
of reporting, I have carefully 
examined the construction 
of the four great piers which 
support the tower; they are 
of Norman workmanship, 
and sufficient in bulk to carry 
a much greater weight than 
the present tower, had the 
masonry been more carefully 
constructed; they consist of a 
series of semi-circular columns 
attached to a thin ashlar casing, 
which surrounds the piers, and 
the chambers or cavities within 
are filled with a rubble core, 
composed of broken stones, 
loam and lime grouting; this 
was un-doubtedly sufficient to 
carry a low Norman tower, but 
when the great Early English 
shaft was added on the top of 
this work the pressure became 
too great for such kind of 
masonry to bear. The ashlar 
and semi-columns, not being 
well bonded and deeply headed 
into the rubble cores, split and 
bulged, and the cores, for want 
of a proper proportion of lime, 
diminished and crushed to 
pieces. To remedy these defects, 
a second facing of ashlar has 

been attached to the piers, in some places by cutting out a part of the old ashlar, and in others 
by merely fixing long slips of stone round the pier with iron plugs, run in with lead,—these 
most unsightly excrescences have destroyed the beauty of the original design, without adding 
any strength to the masonry. The same unskilful hands blocked up all the original Norman 
arches, except one, connected with the tower piers and communicating with the aisles, choir, and 
transepts, leaving only a small pas-sage-way in each.

“The first triforium arches in the choir and east side of the south transept, abutting against the 
tower, have also been closed up with masonry, so as to leave scarcely a trace of the rich work 
which lies concealed behind it. These injudicious performances have tended to weaken instead 
of strengthen the tower. The interior walls above the main arches of the tower, up to the bases of 
the fifty-two pillars, which surround the bellringers’ chamber, are in a very ruinous state, partic-
ularly at the four angles, where rude cavities, running in a diagonal direction, have been made 
large enough for a man to creep in,—these unaccountable holes have tended very much to in-
crease the danger, as all the masonry connected with them is drawn off its bond, and many of the 
stones shivered to pieces by the enormous pressure above. The stone-work, also, above the pillars, 
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is drawn off at the angles just below the 
timber-work of the bell floor. On the whole, 
I never witnessed a more awful monument 
of the fallibility of human skill than the 
tower of Here-ford Cathedral at this moment 
presents.”
…
The North Transept.—Passing through the 
north arch of the tower we come into some of 
the most interesting parts of the Cathedral. 
The transept beyond was entirely rebuilt 
for the reception of the Shrine of Bishop 
Cantilupe, when his body was removed from 
the Lady Chapel in 1287, after the miracles 
reported at his tomb had already largely 
increased the revenues of the Cathedral. The 
unusual shape of the arches and the fine and 
effective windows of this transept render 
it one of the most distinguished English 
specimens of the style.
…
In a line with the central pier of the eastern 
aisle is the most important monument 
in the north transept, viz.:—the pedestal 
of the celebrated shrine of St. Thomas de 
Cantilupe, 1282, who died at Civita Vecchia, 
near Florence, on his way to Rome, August 
25th, 1282. His heart was sent to Ashridge 
in Buckinghamshire, part of the body was buried near Orvieto; and the bones were brought to 
Hereford and deposited in the Lady Chapel.

The pedestal is in shape a long parallelogram, narrower at the lower end. It is of Purbeck marble, 
and consists of two stages, the lower having a series of cinquefoiled niches and fourteen figures 
of Templars in chain armour in different attitudes, for Bishop Cantilupe was Provincial Grand 
Master of the Knights Templars in England. All the figures are seated with various monsters under 
their feet. The filling of the spandrels be-tween these niches and that of the spandrels between the 
arches of the upper stage is especially noteworthy. It belongs to the first Decorated period, and 
while the arrangement is still somewhat stiff or formal, the forms are evidently directly copied 
from nature.

South Transept.—Crossing the Cathedral in front of the Skidmore screen it is a relief to turn from 
the nave with its sham triforium to the south transept with its fine three stage Norman east side. 
The groining, although incongruous, is still beautiful, and does not irritate in the same way as 
Wyatt’s abominations in the nave. This transept contains several disputed architectural points, 
and opinions are divided as to whether it may not be the oldest existing portion of the Cathedral. 
“At any rate,” says G. Phillips Bevan, “this transept seems to have been the happy hunting-ground 
of successive races of builders, who have left the side-walls in admired confusion.”
…
Monuments in the South Transept.—There is an interesting altar-tomb of Sir Alexander Denton, 
1576, of Hillesden, Co. Bucks, Esq., and his lady and a child in swaddling clothes, toward the 
south-east angle of the transept. The effigies are in alabaster, and retain considerable traces of 
colour. They are in full proportion, and the knight wears a double chain and holds a cross in 
his hands. The Dentons were ancestors of the Coke family, now Earls of Leicester. The swaddled 
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body of the child lies to the left of its mother its 
head resting on a little double pillow by her knee, 
and a part of the red cloth on which she lies wraps 
over the lower part of the babe.

To the right of the knight, balancing the child in the 
composition, lie his two gauntlets or mail gloves, 
which have been much scratched with names.
The head of the knight rests upon his helmet.
…
Before leaving the south choir aisle the old stained 
glass windows with figures restored by War-rington 
should be noticed, and the celebrated Map of the 
World is well worth some study. It was discovered 
under the floor of Bishop Audley’s Chapel during 
the last century, and appears from internal evidence 
to have been probably designed about 1314 by a 
certain Richard of Hal-dingham and of Lafford 
(Holdingham and Sleaford in Lincolnshire).

…
The Crypt is entered from the south side of the 
Lady Chapel where a porch opens to a staircase 
leading down. The porch is deeply in-set, and like the crypt itself and the Lady Chapel, Early 
English. Professor Willis points out that Hereford is the only English cathedral whose crypt is later 
in date than the eleventh century; the well-known examples at Canterbury, Rochester, Worcester, 
Winchester, and Gloucester all belonging to earlier times. A flight of twenty steps leads down to 

the crypt, which is now light and dry, 
although previous to Dean Merewether’s 
excavations it was utterly neglected and 
nearly choked up with rubbish. There is 
another ap-proach to it from the interior of 
the church.

…The wooden pulpit—very late 
Perpendicular work from which every 
canon on his appointment formerly had to 
preach forty sermons on forty different 
days in succession.
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To listen to the quire of Hereford Cathedral singing choral evensong, click here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSBZbY0igmU
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liturgiCal tit-bits: the ChaliCe
The ReveRend elaine FaRMeR

Did you know that the Cathedral in Valencia, Spain claims to hold the cup used by Jesus during 
the Last Supper? Made of sardonyx (a kind of onyx rather like  brownish-red quartz), it has a 

round bowl about eleven centimetres in diameter, a plain rounded rim and two handles. Its style is 
ancient Roman but, while it is probably of the type used by Jesus, archaeologists can admit only a 
slight possibility that it is the actual cup.

Even from the Church’s early days, the chalice (from the Latin calix for cup) was frequently made of 
precious metals, but glass, pewter and lead (another perspective on ‘the poisoned chalice’!) were also 
common. Once Christianity was recognised officially by Emperor Constantine in the fourth century, 
even richer chalices began to appear, made of gold or silver and studded with precious stones. But, 
alongside such splendour, there are also records of wooden chalices, in Germany for example, and 
of early rejection of costly plate by religious communities.

In the twelfth century, a movement began to withhold the chalice from lay people, a development 
officially sanctioned by the Church in 1415. Before this withdrawal, two different chalices were 
used—the consecration chalice reserved for the celebrant, and the ministerial chalice (or scyphus) 
reserved for the congregation which was larger with two handles for convenient carrying. During 
this whole period it was accepted that pouring a tiny quantity of consecrated wine from the priest’s 
chalice to the people’s chalice was sufficient to deem the contents of the latter consecrated. The Ordo 
Romanus Primus (London, 1905) described what happened: 

… when … the lay folk are to be communicated, the archdeacon pours a little of the 
consecrated chalice into the ministerial chalice, the contents of which are supplied by the 
offering of the faithful. 

The congregation stood to receive communion; they did not kneel. So far, so good, but modern 
health specialists would have paroxysms over the approved administration practice then, let alone 
the thought of wooden or pottery common cups. Communication was through a reed, or a gold or 
silver tube, like a modern straw, called a fistula, pipa or calamus.

From the twelfth century, withdrawal of the chalice from the laity was complete, probably protecting 
them from sundry unpleasant diseases. (This is much less an issue today with metal chalices only 
and a much higher standard of health and cleanliness.* The Rev’d Percy Dearmer is quite lengthy 
and detailed about cleanliness!) At the same time, therefore, the celebrant’s consecration chalice 
became smaller again. After all, it was only for one person and having the celebrating priest pass out 
at the altar would not be a good look, nor to be justified by deeming it ‘holy slumber’. Its structure of 
bowl, central knob for secure handling (the ‘knop’) and foot assumed the appearance familiar to us 
in traditional chalices today.

The chalice was returned to lay people in England by the Reformation. English chalices grew again 
in size and, by the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, often in splendour as well. In the Roman 
Catholic Church during the same centuries, chalices became taller and the bowl assumed a more 
bell-like shape rather than the earlier conical form.

In contrast to Western Church practices, Eastern Orthodox rites have never withdrawn the chalice 
from the people so it has always remained large. At communion, the bread and wine are received 
together. The priest dips bread into the wine and places it on a spoon to be conveyed to the 
communicant—a strong symbol of the Body and Blood of Christ in union.

Back to Jesus and the cup at the Last Supper, it’s worth pondering whether it was all that ordinary. 
I guess we like to think it would have been humble and unadorned because that suits the image of 
humility that has been woven around Jesus. However, some suggest that the crockery at the Last 
Supper would have been a bit more flash than any everyday set, since it was a Seder. Of course, that 
depends on the status and resources of the family that made the Upper Room available. This thesis 
further claims that the cup would have been a kiddush cup which, for anyone who could possibly 
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afford it, would have been more elaborate. Kiddush means sanctification and that is a blessing said 
over wine or grape juice to sanctify Jewish holidays such as Shabbat, the Jewish Sabbath from Friday 
evening to Saturday evening, and, importantly, holy days such as the Seder. This ritual feast marks the 
beginning of the Jewish holiday of the Passover. It involves a recitation of the Exodus from Egypt, wine, 
food and prayers—it is a celebration of freedom.

In the context of this humble versus fancy cup debate, it’s fun to recall the movie, ‘Indiana Jones and the 
Last Crusade’, which was the hunt for the ‘Holy Grail’—a cup. There were two in the cave, as I recall: 
an expensive bejewelled golden goblet and a very ordinary pottery affair. Indiana Jones had to choose 
the right one—of course, he was the good guy—and the Nazis—everyone’s bad guys—the wrong one, 
BUT did the film’s producers get it right? Did they assume the Holy Grail, Jesus’ cup, would be the 
more posh of the two, or would they have bought the spiritual flavour of humility? Maybe the kiddush 
cup Jesus used was more Meissen than menial. Who knows? Jesus was partial to a party—think that 
wedding at Cana, for example—so would he have minded silver rather than pottery. We’ll never know 
and I’m not inclined to think it an important point. What matters are our thoughts and intentions about 
receiving communion. 

*The withdrawal of the ‘Common Cup’ has of course been implemented in recent months in respose to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It is likely that the common cup will not be shared again for quite some time, if at all. (ed)

Photo by Mateus Campos Felipe on Unsplash
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saints alive! antony oF Padua 1195–1231 
The veneRaBle John giBson TssF

“ If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe 
to me if I do not proclaim the gospel”             (1 Corinthians 9:16)                                     

                                                                          
“ We proclaim Christ crucified, the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:23-24.)

By way oF digression let me say that I have a particular interest in the Franciscan saints being 
a tertiary (member) of the Third Order Franciscans. So who are we? The Third Order Society 

of Saint Francis (tssf) is an expression in the 21st century, of the Order of Penitents founded by 
St Francis in the early 13th century. We promise to follow Christ and bear witness to the Gospel 
in our lives and daily occupations. We can be single or married, clerical or lay. We are called to 
life-long dedication under a Rule of Life which we renew annually. Our aim is to live a life of 
celebration which includes prayer, study and work marked  by joy, humility and love. Areas of 
interest and activity for tertiaries  include social justice issues, reconciliation, concerns for the 
ecology, the poor and marginalized, the balance between a life of action and contemplation, and  
always seeking a deeper relationship with God. Much of this is carried out in our parish settings. 
Our Profession Cross features a crowned figure in sculpted relief depicting the crucified and 
risen Lord. Worldwide there are now more than 3000 members and in our own diocese we are 
scattered across Canberra, Goulburn, Queanbeyan, Bombala, Cooma, Wagga Wagga and the 
coast. Our region also includes the diocese of Bathurst and we number 30 professed members.

antOny Of Padua! (1195 -1231) He was born to the noble Martins family in Lisbon in Portugal. 
However he is known as Padua from the Italian city of Padua where he made his last home and 
where his relics are still venerated. He was baptized Ferdinand but changed his name to Antony 
(Also referred to as Anthony) when he entered the Order of Friars Minor. Importantly, he was a 
contemporary of St Francis (1182 – 1226)

His parents were young members of the Portuguese nobility and his early education was by the 
clergy at the cathedral of Lisbon.  At the age of 15 he joined the regular canons of St Augustine 
who were settled near the city. Two years later he obtained leave to be transferred to the priory 
at Coimbra at that time the capital of Portugal. The reason brings a smile – in order to avoid the 
distractions caused by the numerous visits of friends! At Coimbra he devoted himself to prayer 
and study and was blessed with a wonderful retentive memory.  He also built up an extraordinary 
knowledge of the Bible.   

Can you recall significant life changing moments in your journey? Ferdinand  who at this stage 
had been in Coimbra for eight years experienced one of these life changing occasions when Don 
Pedro of Portugal brought from Morocco in 1220 the relics of the Franciscans who had suffered a 
glorious martyrdom. When Antony heard of the meetings of Franciscans with the Muslims and 
their martyrdom and when he heard of the meeting of St Francis with the Sultan in Egypt in 
1219 it deeply moved him. It was this set of events that caused Ferdinand to become a Franciscan.  
Profoundly moved and seized with an ardent desire to lay down his life for Christ Ferdinand was 
admitted to the Franciscan order in 1221 changing his name to Antony.

Within a very short time he was permitted to sail for Morocco with the intention of preaching the 
Gospel there. But he suffered a severe illness which necessitated  his return to Europe. However 
the ship he was travelling on was caught in a storm and driven off course and he found himself at 
Messina in Sicily. He made his way to Assisi where a general chapter was about to be held. It was 
the  great gathering of 1221 known as the Chapter of Mats which incidentally was the last chapter 
open to all members of the order and was presided over by Brother Elias as vicar general, with St 
Francis seated at his feet. This greatly impressed the young Portuguese friar. 
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At the conclusion of the general chapter, Antony was appointed to the lonely hermitage  of San Paolo 
near Forli in Tuscany. It so happened that an ordination was held at Forli with candidates from both 
the Dominican and Franciscan orders. Through some misunderstanding none of the Dominicans 
who were well known for their excellent sermons had come prepared thinking the Franciscans had 
this in hand. With no time to prepare Antony was told he was going to preach and although he 
objected he preached a fine sermon. This was a life changing event and soon news of his wonderful 
gift of preaching spread far and wide. 

Antony was promptly removed from the lonely hermitage  and sent to preach  in northern Italy and 
southern France. In addition to his commission as a preacher and with the approval of St Francis 
himself he was appointed tutor in theology to the Order, as long as his teaching did not extinguish 
the spirit of prayer and devotion. This requirement brings up a tension that St Francis felt deeply. 
Francis was deeply suspicious of book learning and believed that for most of the friars it was a 
temptation and a distraction, and he didn’t want them to fall into the trap of knowing about God 
for knowing God. It is to Francis credit though that he recognized gifted intellectuals like Antony 
who became the first Franciscan theologian and since then there has been great Franciscan scholars 
down through the ages to the present day. From 1227 to 1230 Antony was provincial superior of the 
Franciscans in Northern Italy. 

It became more and more evident that his true mission lay in the pulpit. He had a reputation for 
learning, eloquence, great power of persuasion, a burning zeal for souls and an imposing voice 
which carried far. Though described as short and fat he had  a charismatic presence which drew 
thousands and many turned to Christ and he radiated holiness.  

It is not surprising then that following the general chapter of 1226 Antony sought and was granted 
release from office to devote himself to preaching.  Residing at Padua where he was greatly loved he 
was privileged to see the great fruit which resulted from his ministry. 

However after preaching a course of sermons in the spring of 1231, Antony’s strength began to wane 
and he withdrew with two other friars to a woodland retreat at Camposanpiero. He was soon clear 
that he was dying  and he asked to be taken back to Padua. He only got as far as the outskirts of the 
city. On the 13th June 1231, in the apartment reserved for the chaplain of the Poor Clares of Arcella, 
he received the last rites and died aged thirty-six. Within a year of his death he was canonized; Pope 
Gregory IX intoned the anthem, ‘O doctor optime’ in his honour, thus anticipating the year 1946 when 
Pope Pius XII declared him a doctor of the church.    

On reflecting on the life of St Antony of Padua and what it means to me today the following thoughts 
come to the fore.
(1)  It gives opportunity to give thanks to God for the scholars in our church today and how they 
open up to us the scriptures and other branches of study both sacred and secular.

(2)  At our doorstep we have St Mark’s Library offering a wealth of opportunity through formal 
and informal courses as well as books, lectures and resources to encourage and grow us in our 
Christian journey. 

(3)  In our dealings with each other, even the truth can be used coldly and cruelly, exposing 
not only the faults of others, but also revealing our own lack of care and concern for their welfare. 
Antony tells us how our body language and our spiritual attitudes are all conveyed to others when 
we speak. Whenever we speak we are not simply imparting information; we are communicating 
affection or indifference or even hostility.

(4)  A great tradition associated with Saint Antony is that of his intercession in recovering the 
things we have lost. I particularly remember being fascinated by the number of intercessions to Saint 
Antony in our newspapers when I was a child and in my early adulthood.  In our age of information 
technology we are in danger of losing our gentle human touch with each other. Perhaps Antony can 
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help us to find it again.

Grant O God, that as your servant Antony of Padua proclaimed your gospel both in word 
and deed, so may we bear witness to the eternal kingdom of your Son; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. (The Daily Office SSF)

Sources
Butler’s Lives  of the Saints Concise Edition Edited by Michael Walsh. 
“Following Francis The Franciscan Way for Everyone, Susan Pitchford.
“Followers of Francis” Rose Christie-French TSSF
“The Francis Stories The little Flowers of St Francis” retold by Rose Christie-French tssf
“Holy Persons and Holy Days” John Watson.
“saints & feasts Part 1” the living word special.
“The Manual of the Third Order Society of Saint Francis” Updated October 2016.
“The Third Order Australian Province Newsletter” St Francistide 2007.

Below: St. Anthony Preaching to the Fishes”, c. 1630 attributed to Francisco de Herrera the Elder. In the Detroit Institute of Arts, 
and originally made for the Convent of San Antonio de Padua in Seville.
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“to me, Fair Friend, you never Can be old” 
memories oF John wallis, old Friend oF st Paul’s manuka

elaine FaRMeR

Many paRishioneRs oF St Paul’s will remember John Wallis who died fourteen years ago, leaving 
to mourn him many friends but most of all his widow, Rosemary Greaves. A tragic death 

of a man too young to die. Or so it seemed to all of us knew and loved him. The last service he 
attended was the 10am Eucharist at St Paul’s on Trinity 
Sunday 2006. The last sermon he heard I preached. I spoke 
in that sermon about God’s interest in the way we respond 
to the talents we receive, how we serve as called to do in 
baptism. This was a man who took that call seriously and 
brightened more lives than many people would realise.

Bill and I knew John from his young days with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs when he was A Wild Thing. 
In his later years there were plenty of people who never 
really understood, or accepted, the different direction his 
life eventually had taken but I don’t think they really knew 
him. What he did was to step off one path and return to 
his roots, his spiritual roots. He once reminded me of a 
conversation we’d had in the early 1980s when he’d regaled 
me with some yarn or other and had asked me what I 
thought. I was a pretty new and very ignorant Christian 
and said, I hope not too sanctimoniously, “Well, I guess you 
can bullshit yourself, but you can’t bullshit God”. Pretty 
crass and bumbling. Not at all elegant but to the point. He 
told me that that was what stopped him in his tracks and 
forced him to reassess his life. The result was his return to 
the Church. And what a dedicated return. 

His had been a very full and colourful life in pursuit of many interests. His career began in 
diplomacy and public service. It eventually included tourism promotion, political advising in 
transport, especially as Chief of Staff for The Hon. John Sharp when he was Minister, and university 
administration. He participated actively with the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport 
and the Canberra Versailles Association. His faith was extremely important to him and he devoted 
his many talents to serving the Anglican Church, at both parish and diocesan levels. At St Paul’s 
he served on the Parish Council and the parish Clergy Appointments Board. His work with the 
Diocese included service on Bishop-in-Council and, at various times, with the Combined Diocesan 
(Canberra Goulburn, Bathurst and Riverina) Vocation Advisory Selection Panel.

Throughout his life, John retained affectionate memories of his years in Laos and was very much 
involved with the Lao community in Canberra, maintaining many friendships, providing much 
support and assistance, attending Buddhist ceremonies for special occasions, and assisting with 
children’s education. This was in addition to his providing completely for the education of his two 
nieces. Few people would know how much he gave and did.

An undergirding love in John’s life was his passion for English language and literature and this 
found significant expression in his theatre work. He enjoyed both directing and acting and will 
be remembered by many for founding the St Paul’s Manuka Saints and Sinners drama group, and 
for his sundry productions in the church. Promotional posters for these events still hang in the 
parish hall. John was also responsible for the memorable staging of Father Pat Haldane-Stevenson’s 
‘Passion Play’ at St Mark’s, remembered not least because the donkey trod on the curate’s son’s foot, 
causing an extremely loud disruption. “All the world’s a stage,’ said Shakespeare, and John did his 
best to prove him right. He and I both knew each other to be drama queens and would have vied 
fiercely to play Lady Bracknell in ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’, had we had the opportunity. I 
don’t think John did: I know I didn’t. I have such fond memories of our competition!



- 41 -

The last time Bill and I saw John we were in Canberra briefly from Jakarta. It was a Wednesday, I 
recall, and we went to John and Rosemary’s house in the evening for a drink. Rosemary had not 
yet come in from work; John organised drinks. He did not seem himself, perhaps brewing flu. On 
Saturday, he was admitted to hospital; within days the man we knew was unconscious, brain dead, 
felled by a staphylococcal infection. We made our stunned farewell before we had to fly back to 
Indonesia.

I don’t think I’d felt the frustration of distance so keenly before. Like everyone who knew John, 
we were shell shocked and simply unable to believe this unexpected and needless death was 
happening. We returned to Jakarta that week to the pressure of a state visit and an exhausting 
round with the Prime Minister, Foreign Minister and various other ministers, and their staffs, and 
flights to various places around Indonesia. Such visits are always full of drama, tension and the 
need to be on high alert. For us there was the added frustration of not getting through on the phone 
from remote places in Indonesia and being acutely aware of what was happening in Canberra. A 
very different drama, much quieter, intense and urgent, of John’s life being destroyed, was never 
far away. It was impossible not to reflect on the relative merits of the two. On the one hand, we 
were in the middle of drama about importance, national interests, and political egos with hordes of 
people servicing the needs and whims of some who would be as gods. On the other hand, a drama 
about the vulnerability and fragility of life was being fought out elsewhere. 

Two weeks after we had said goodbye to him, John was gone. Rosemary had spent those two weeks, 
not only mourning the future they would no longer have together, but that she could not help him 
to live as he had helped her during her illness the year before. So she sat with him and read, sang 
and talked to him, hoping he could hear, gentling him towards his end. At the time when John’s 
life support system was to be turned off, we in Jakarta gathered in a room in our residence, a phone 
line open to Canberra, and held a tiny and intimate eucharist. Together we prayed:

Give rest, O Christ, to John with all your saints,
Where sorrow and pain are no more,
Neither sighing, but life everlasting.
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of all:
We are mortal, formed from the dust of the earth.
We all go down to the dust;
And weeping at the grave we make our song:
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

We were so conscious as we gathered for that eucharist that John was still alive but the person we 
knew had already gone. And so we all waited as his breath and spirit slipped quietly away and 
held both of him and Rosemary in our prayers. We prayed for a peaceful end. We prayed that the 
inevitable would come quickly, that Rosemary’s wait would be over and she could know John was 
home with his God. A man of warmth, light, exuberance, glamour and fun, a man of the highest 
ethical standards who could be as tough on others as on himself, a person of great compassion and 
understanding of human frailty but with appreciation of his own, gone. Thus could he take his 
rest.

I don’t think it would be wrong to say that John, the man who so loved theatre, “acted out” his 
faith in a way that was genuine. I believe the spiritual path he walked gave him great comfort and 
peace as well as purpose and direction. Thank God for that. His friendship was a gift to me. There 
were so many long conversations over good food and good wine. And there is the memory of 
the time when we danced and the never-to-be-forgotten gift of his making me feel I could dance! 
He promised to take me dancing one day but it was not to be. There were for us both many more 
important things to do but that dancing moment of frivolity and fun will always be special to me.

John Wallis, a friend always remembered.
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st John’s Care winter aPPeal

An email from St. John’s Care (May 27) expressed sincere appreciation to all who made donations in 
March/ April. The response, as expressed by St. John’s Care Executive Officer, Sarah Murdoch, was 
“a Godsend” and averted a crisis situation.

With Winter approaching COVID-19 is placing an additional strain on the resources at St. John’s 
Care. More people are seeking assistance, while the elderly and the most vulnerable are requiring 
St. John’s Care to deliver hampers (as leaving their homes is problematic for them). Also the St. John’s 
Care Community Worker, along with trained staff, are taking an increased number of phone calls 
from people presenting with mental health issues and other problems.

 As before the immediate need is money. Donations may be made in several ways. These include 
Direct Debit (Bank: AIDF; BSB: 702 389; AC No: 052 094 90); Credit Card (call their office on 6248 
7771); Cheque (send to GPO Box 219 Canberra 2601 ACT; and through the ‘Donate button’ on their 
website - see the Winter Appeal letter on the St. John’s Care website (https://www.stjohnscare.org.
au/sjc-winter-appeal ). The website also lists other ways to donate. Cash donations are tax deductible.

 Non-perishable food supplies may still be donated (in the current situation these may be taken 
directly to St. John’s Care (9.30am to 2pm Mon-Fri or left in the blue bin outside St John’s Hall on 
Saturday and Sunday) or at the St Paul’s Rectory door. 

 If you are able please, assist by making a donation.

 St. John’s Care volunteer coordinator, Keith Skamp (keith.skamp@scu.edu.au; 0419122503

https://www.stjohnscare.org.au/sjc-winter-appeal 
https://www.stjohnscare.org.au/sjc-winter-appeal 
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news and notiCes

✣
CONGRATULATIONS 

• The Reverend Dr John Moses, distinguished historian, priest and polemicist, celebrated his 90th 
birthday this week. 

• Claudia Hyles and Margaret Cornwell were awarded the Order of Australia Medal in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours list last week.                 

       ✣ 
• The Reconciliation Group study of the ABM ‘Voice in the Wilderness’ gets underway this month.   
 
From 15 June, our Reconciliation Group will be studying the ABM’s ‘Voice in the Wilderness, working 
as a Book Club over 2 months.  Arrangements are being made for the group to meet, via Zoom meet-
ing or in-person during the program. All parishioners are invited to join the study program.  Please 
register your interest in attending by contacting Les Böhm on M 0407031736 or Les.bohm@gmail.com 

✣

links
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

https://www.epray.com.au/Pages/Company/MobileApp.aspx

 ✣
virtual walk through st Paul’s 

https://youtu.be/coa7O4vMw38 
✣ 

arts Foundation - end oF FinanCial year aPPeal
The Parish of Manuka Arts Foundation is a Deductible Gift Recipient. As we approach the end of 
the financial year, you may like to make a contribution to the Arts Foundation Trust. The Trust has 
supported the Arts in our Parish in a variety of ways over the years, supporting our choral and 
music programmes, liturgical crafts and other artistic projects in the Parish. Please send cheques, 
with your name and address for tax receipts, to Parish of Manuka Arts Foundation, PO Box 3417, 
Manuka 2603. If you wish to make an electronic transfer, please email the Parish Office for details 
office@stpaulsmanuka.org.au 

✣
FinanCes

With the suspension of Sunday services and activities, our Parish will experience a 
significant disruption to its income. This is because a significant portion of our giving is 

still taken from the plate in Church, fundraising and hall hire. We are extremeley grateful 
to those parishioners who are using the direct giving system through bank transfer. Other 

parishioners are urged to take up the option of direct transfer for giving puposes. Our 
account details for direct giving are below 

(the receiving institution appears as Indue Ltd): 
BSB 702389 Account 005200454 . 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.epray.com.au/Pages/Company/MobileApp.aspx
https://youtu.be/coa7O4vMw38 
http:// 
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PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office currently closed
(02) 6239 6148  office@stpaulsmanuka.org.au 
www.stpaulsmanuka.org.au  PO Box 3417 Manuka ACT 
2603         
Rector
The Rev’d dR Ben edwaRds              
0499 704 665 ben@stpaulsmanuka.org.au  (day off Monday)
Assisting Clergy 
The Rev’d alipaTe Tuineau 
(with responsibility for St David’s Red Hill & Aged Care Ministry) 
(02) 6295 3381 alipate@stpaulsmanuka.org.au (day off Friday)
The Rev’d kay pendleBuRy (hon deacon assisTanT)
(with responsibility for Sacristy, Baptism preparation and EfM)   
0409 313 153     kay.pendlebury@ozemail.com.au


