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Let Us ZooM ...
Sunday 10.30am Morning Prayer
Tuesday / Wednesday PM Bible Studies - contact Kay Pendlebury / Sandie Kaine for details
Monday - Friday 8.45pm Compline (Prayer at the End of the Day)

Join our Sunday Zoom Service 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85815697155?pwd=cERsSklnUUcwZ3BoeG5zSlAyallSZz09 
Meeting ID: 858 1569 7155
Password: 044061
Again, like last week, you might like to have a candle with you this Sunday morning, ready to light 
as part of an Easter candle lighting liturgy at the beginning of our service. 

You can also use the same log-in details to join us at 10.30am on Wednesday for a virtual morning 
tea and compline at 8.45pm Monday-Friday.  For Compline, the order of service is available on p.45. 
in this edition of the E-pistle and on the Virtual Cloister and Epray app. 
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FroM the reCtor

Dear Parishioners, 

It is wonderful that we are now able to enjoy some more social 
interaction and I hope that lifts your spirits. 

I know many of you are eager to know when you will be able to 
attend a church service on site again. The present restrictions mean 
that we will only be able to have services with a congregation of 
ten people. Safework Australia have issued various guidelines that 
must be complied with before we can open up our sites to the public. 
This includes having protocols and resources in place to allow for 
contact tracing of all who attend services, appropriate social distancing, cleaning after any use of 
facilities, and plans for deep cleaning and other management in the event of a COVD-19 infected 
person coming on site. Parishioners will appreciate that this is not something we have ready to go 
at this time, and will require thought and planning. Also, because St David’s shares a site with a 
retirement village there are further compliance issues that need to be considered before we can move 
towards acitvities on campus there.

My hope is that sometime in June we will be in  a position to offer some small services on site at St 
Paul’s. These will not be like our normal services. Also, I suspect it will be too onerous to have other 
activities on site in addition to small services, and given that the current advice remains to work 
from home where possible, I am not in a rush to resume other on site activities which could be done 
online, such as small groups. The main priority at this stage will be working towards an offering 
of Eucharists for parishioners to attend. This will most likely be co-ordinated through an online 
booking system to ensure the congregation size of ten people is complied with.  

In the meantime, you may like to take a virtual walk through St Paul’s. Fiona Cochaud composed 
a series of reflections to be used for walking around the church and grounds, which I have put 
together as a little video. It can be accessed on our here: https://youtu.be/coa7O4vMw38  You may 
also like to enjoy a Bach organ recital by Mary Anne Neilsen here: https://youtu.be/zYYsaXLuoLI

This Thursday is Ascension Day. I invite you to join wih me on Thursday for Ascension midday 
prayer. 

pax,
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Morning Prayer - 6th Sunday of eaSter

This is the day that the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalm 118.24
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen.

Sentence - fourth Sunday of eaSter
‘Those who love me will keep my word,’ Jesus promises, ‘and my Father will love them, and we 
will come to them and make our home with them.’ John 14.23

eaSter antheM 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us: so let us celebrate the feast,
Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness:
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more:
death has no more dominion over him.
In dying, he died to sin once for all: in living, he lives to God.
See yourselves, therefore, as dead to sin: and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who sleep.
For since by one man came death: by another has come also the resurrection of the dead,
For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

The night has passed and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence may be kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.

confeSSion and abSolution 
Merciful God,
our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The priest says this absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

PSalM 66.7-9
O bless our God, you peoples: and cause his praises to resound,
Who has held our souls in life: who has not suffered our feet to slip.
For you have proved us, O God: you have tried us as silver is tried.
You brought us into the net: you laid sharp torment on our loins.
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You let our enemies ride over our heads, we went through fire and water:
but you brought us out into a place of liberty.
I will come into your house with burnt-offerings: and I will pay you my vows,
The vows that opened my lips: that my mouth uttered when I was in trouble.
I will offer you burnt-offerings of fattened beasts, with the sweet smoke of rams:
I will sacrifice a bull and the flesh of goats.
Come then and hear, all you that fear God: and I will tell what he has done for me.
I called to him with my mouth: and his praise was on my tongue.
If I had cherished wickedness in my heart: the Lord would not have heard me.
But God has heard me: he has heeded the voice of my prayer.
Praise be to God: who has not turned back my prayer, or his steadfast love from me.

Lord God, whose blessed Son rose in triumph and set us free: grant us the fullness of life he 
promised us, that through the Holy Spirit our hearts may possess him whom our eyes cannot see, 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

the firSt leSSon actS 17.22-31
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way.  For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 
found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship 
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live,  so that they would search for 
God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For 
“In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, “For we 
too are his offspring.” Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent,  because he has fixed 
a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and 
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’

the goSPel: John 14.15-21
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you for ever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will 
be in you.  ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will know that 
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  They who have my commandments and keep them 
are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 
reveal myself to them.’

reflection

canticle - a Song of the Word of the lord (iSaiah 55.6-11)
Seek the Lord while he may be found: call upon him while he is near;
Let the wicked abandon their ways: and the unrighteous their thoughts;
Return to the Lord, who will have mercy:
to our God, who will richly pardon.
‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts:
neither are your ways my ways’, says the Lord.
‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth: so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
‘As the rain and the snow come down from above: and return not again but water the earth,



- 8 -

‘Bringing forth life and giving growth: seed for sowing and bread to eat,
‘So is my word that goes forth from my mouth: it will not return to me fruitless,
‘But it will accomplish that which I purpose: and succeed in the task I gave it.’

the aPoStleS’ creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
the PrayerS
Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

interceSSionS 

the collect
O God,
you have prepared for those who love you
joys beyond our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love for you,
that, loving you above all else,
we may obtain your promises
that exceed all we can desire;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
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who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Eternal God and Father, by whose power we are created and by whose love we are redeemed; guide 
and strengthen us by your Spirit, that we may give ourselves to your service, and live this day in love 
to one another and to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us praise the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
us all evermore. Amen.
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 ‘FroM the PULPit’: Love one Another
The ReveRend Ben edwaRds

The context for today’s Gospel passage is immediately before Jesus’s arrest. Jesus, in the upper room 
with the disciples, is preparing them for what lies ahead. Judas has slinked away on his stealthy 
errand, and the Cross is now inescapable. Into the fear and confusion of this situation Jesus is 
addressing his closest companions, offering them words of consolation and hope. We heard some of 
these words last week, as he tells them ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled’. The so-called farewell 
discourse continues in our passage set for today, and as Jesus faces the Cross he speaks in terms of 
two main themes - glory and love. And this is fitting, because it is there at the Cross that glory and 
love will intersect in the most profound and thrilling way for all of Creation. 

Love is the focus of our passage today. ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments’, says the 
Lord. These words echo those spoken earlier that evening, ‘I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ (John 13.34-35)

Many of us will have observed the impact that falling in love can have on someone. I recall when 
a friend of mine began a new, serious relationship the way he dressed suddenly changed andthere 
were newfound interests that he began to pursue. It was quite obvious that the inspiration for the 
new interest in self-presentation and other pursuits could be traced back to this new love-interest. 
The effect of loving someone had a creative and formative impact on my friend.

And it is in that sense that Jesus’s words ‘If you love me...’ reach to us. Not in a manipulative sense of 
“prove you love me by doing x” but in an inspirational sense, ‘If you love me, let this love affect you, 
let it shape you, inspire you, steer your course. Enter into it and be consumed by its transformational 
power.’  We may then understand that to keep Jesus’s commandments is not to follow some series 
of religious regulations but is to allow our lives to be shaped by his love and to radiate that love. 

Keeping Christ’s commandments is about making the choice to love. For sure, it is often the case that 
we needn’t exert ourselves to find reasons why we do not feel instinctively inclined to love someone. 
Yet Christ calls us to love even our enemies. So how then, do we go about this very counterintuitive 
business of loving others? 

A starting point is to recognise that Jesus is calling us to choose to look upon one another and act in 
relation to others through an ethic of love. This is a choice that we make in response to our desire to 
follow Jesus’s way. Consider our patron Paul’s famous description of the nature of this sacred love, 
‘the  still more excellent way’: 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 
the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
ends. (1 Corinthians 13.4-8)

This is very much about getting the settings within us right, allowing us to behave towards others 
in a loving way, rather than expecting that the behaviour or nature of others will inspire us to love 
them. Rather like the way in which God loves us despite our imperfections. 

It can be easy for us to fall into a few traps as we seek to live out this command. 

To love others involves self-giving actions - love always has its cost. However, this does not mean we 
must lay ourselves out as human doormats to be abused and exploited so that others get what they 
will. In fact, allowing others to continue in destructive, sinful behaviour shows no love to them. 

Another trap may be that we think loving others equates with being nice and polite to others. 
Certainly being nice and polite are important, but as we see with Jesus himself, sometimes loving 
others means raising uncomfortable or challenging issues. “Tough love”, Jesus shows in the Gospels, 
was around long before Oprah. On the other hand, there are certain Christians who under the 
pretext of ‘tough love’ go about all manner of offensive and hate-filled speech and activity. This was 
not Jesus’s way. And too often the Church has chosen to act in some default mode as though it is a 
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Victorian governess needing to discipline children who should be seen and not heard. 

Another trap we may fall into is thinking that we have to try and generate this love ourselves. The 
love that Jesus commands us to live by - the love for God that consumes all our heart, mind, soul and 
strength and the love for neighbour as self - is his love. And his love touches us and transforms us. 
This is what we hear, see, taste and feel in the Eucharist, where Christ invites us to participate in his 
self-giving, outpouring love. Both at and beyond the Eucharist, the Holy Spirit is with us, drawing 
us into that life of sacred love. It is this presence of the Holy Spirit that Jesus here is preparing his 
disciples to receive. And that is a gift for us also. As we deepen our loving relationship with God 
through the life of prayer, meditating on the Scriptures, in worship and by opening our hearts to 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit, we find ourselves spiritually strengthened and encouraged by its 
regenerative, transformative, life-giving power to live in a way that radiates that sacred love.  

So it all boils down to this: love God, love one another. When we fail to choose to live out love, we 
fail to reflect the presence of God’s Spirit within us. Let us be the people who live in love, reflecting 
the power of the Holy Spirit at work within each us. 

Photo by Jon Tyson on Unsplash
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sAints ALive! (in QUeAnbeyAn!)
The ReveRend Kay PendleBuRy 

This week the only saint in the liturgical calendar is Matthias, Apostle and Martyr, but he is more 
commonly celebrated on 24 February. So I will leave him there, the day on which deacons are traditionally 
ordained, as I was in February 2018, and this week take a different angle.

Firstly, last week I wrote about Julian of Norwich. If you would like to know more about Julian of 
Norwich, I found this Youtube video, ‘Prayer in the Teachings of Julian of Norwich: A Journey of 
Desire’ by Dr Philip Sheldrake.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iw9bDFRHA_o 

He goes through her 16 visions, and brings them to life, and relevance to us today. If you are interested 
in contemplative prayer, this video is well worth watching.

Secondly, a reflection. 
Recently, I spent several mornings walking along the Queanbeyan River, which is not far from where 
I live. The crisp autumn mornings, the mist rising off the water, the colours of autumn, and several 
platypus sightings soon rejuvenated my spirits. I always walk out onto the middle of the suspension 
bridge to survey the river. The tourist information sign explains that before the current suspension 
bridge was built, the only way people could cross the river was on the main bridge on the highway. I 
imagine some people may have used that as an excuse to not attend Sunday church because the rector 
at Christ Church, Reverend Alberto Dias Soares, had stepping stones laid in 1861 so parishioners could 
make their way to church. I reflected on this: here was a rector working hard and ‘out of the square’ to 
bring his flock to the church; our current rector is similarly building virtual stepping stones to bring 
the church to his flock. I thought there was a nice symmetry.  

One morning on the river bank, I discovered a shattered white plate. Someone had written all over the 
plate, lamenting the loss of love, the feeling of betrayal and abandonment, the lack of hope, the despair 
of being alone, and then smashed it on the rocks on the bank. One person’s way of dealing with sadness 
and hurt. I thought to myself, I wish I had a piece of cardboard and a pen, and I would leave a message. 
I found a reed, and made a cross and placed it on the ground among the shards. The message of the 
cross might be enough, do you think? I didn’t know who the person was, but I kept them in my prayers 
that day.

Two days later I walked along the river bank, and at that same spot someone had painstakingly re-
assembled the plate. The reed cross lay on the plate. I don’t know who did it; was it the same person? 
Were they healed? Reconciled to their loved one? Reconciled to the loss? Was it someone else, also 
sending a message that things can be made whole? Is that the message of the cross?

How blessed I am that I have the message of the cross in life. Wherever I turn, it is there. It illuminates 
all I am and all I do. And perhaps that is the reality for we followers of Christ, and the great crowd of 
witnesses that surround us, those who have gone before and have held the message of the cross before 
them in all they do. 
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 A sCottish sAbbAth in the bUsh

RoBeRT wilson

Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy  Exodus 20: 8 

How do we spend our Sundays?

Our forefathers called it the Sabbath.  Our parents called it Sunday.  We just call it the weekend 
and we joke that if New Zealand is “the land of the long white cloud”,  Australia is the land of the 
long weekend.

In Scotland the Christian Sabbath was a notably different day to the rest of the week and people 
took the commandment very seriously.  These customs came to Australia with the Scottish and 
North of Ireland Presbyterian pioneers.

Recently I was reading an illustrated Sydney paper, the Town and Country Journal, for April 1872, 
on microfilm in the National Library.  It is like a window opening into the past. There I found a 
marvellous description of a bush Sabbath.

A travelling reporter reached the homestead of a vast run near Obley, in the Dubbo district.  There 
he met an Ayrshire settler named Hugh Strahorn, owner of the property called “Wandanondong”, 
sometimes spelt “Wandoo Wandong”.  

Our traveller described the homestead, substantial and comfortable, and with a large and valuable 
library.  The Scots have always been great students and readers.  Outside there were the usual sheds 
and an excellent orchard.  It was Saturday night when the reporter arrived and he was received 
with warm hospitality for the evening meal.  After dinner the men devoted themselves to serious 
reading while the girls in the family played the piano.  That piano and the library would have come 
by bullock wagon across the mountains and the plains, long before the days of the railway.

Before retiring that night the visitor said that the next day he planned to be off early on the next 
stage of his journey.

Mr Strahorn was shocked and said in his rich Ayrshire accent: “Nae, mon. Ye wadna travel on the 
Sabbath. Ye’ll ha’ nae luck.”  He would not hear of any travel on Sunday so the visitor remained 
for the day.  He wrote later that he would never forget that Sabbath in the bush as long as he lived.

SUNDAY IN THE BUSH

Sunday morning, and by 7am all the hands were up and dressed as if about to attend a place of 
worship, though there was no Kirk for many miles.  The reporter recalled that there was what he 
called “a halo of peace and contentment which hung over the silent homestead all day.”

But this was Australia and far away to the south, in the foothills of the Harvey Ranges, a large 
bushfire was raging and threatening the valuable fences.  But Mr Strahorn and his sons watched it 
without making any move.  Eventually a boundary rider was sent off to check on it.  He returned in 
a couple of hours to say that it was at least six miles from the boundary fence and posed no danger.

A short time after dinner that Sunday night the Strahorn family, together with a lady visitor and 
the reporter, assembled around the meal table.  A big family Bible, a book of sermons and a Prayer 
Book were produced.  Two or three chapters of the Scriptures were read by one of the younger 
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members of the family, and then a sermon, followed by the prayers.  The whole service lasted three 
quarters of an hour.

Family devotions like that were a great Presbyterian tradition and were widely followed in colonial 
Australia.  If one lived in the bush one read a sermon.  William Hamilton, pioneer Presbyterian 
Minister in Goulburn, published a book of sermons in 1846 for the use of lonely settlers.

ROBBIE BURNS

All this reminded me of the famous poem by Robbie Burns, The Cotter’s Saturday Night which I tried 
to learn by heart years ago.  (A cotter is a peasant farmer in the Highlands). The year 2009 marked 
the 250th anniversary of the birth of Robbie Burns in 1759.  Just down the road from where I live in 
Canberra is the Canberra Burns Memorial and one of the panels on the base has the theme of this 
immortal poem, showing the family at their devotions with the open Bible before them.  Take time 
to read the poem over. You will find it on the Internet.

The priest-like father reads the sacred page,
How Abraham was the friend of God on high…

My McClymont ancestors came from the village of Tarbolton in Ayrshire and would have known 
Burns. He farmed near the village.  My ancestor George McClymont, born about 1801, used to lead 
family devotions and sing a metrical psalm, so beloved by the Scots.  Two friends were passing the 
open window one summer evening and heard him, and one remarked: “Weel, if his Maker’s pleased 
with that, He’s easily pleased!”

The travelling reporter continued his journey on the Monday, deeply moved by his Sabbath in the 
bush with the Strahorn family.

There is a sequel to that story.  Five years later that living room on Wandonondong station was the 
scene for a wedding.  Helen Strahorn was married to the Reverend Arthur Ashworth Aspinall on 
November 22, 1877. The celebrant was John Dunmore Lang.  Aspinall was then the Minister of Forbes.  
The couple had a large family of boys and one girls.  One boy was killed in the war but all the rest 
became medical doctors, including the daughter, Dr Jessie Aspinall, who succeeded brilliantly in her 
medical studies. After her graduation with honours  she was at first refused permission to practice 
by an all-male medical board and the row over her exclusion tore the Australian medical profession 
apart (Read the full story in volume 7 of the Australian Dictionary of Biography).  Eventually, aided by 
her father, she overcame all opposition and had a long and distinguished career.

Her father A. A. Aspinall, is honoured as the founder and first Principal of The Scots College, Bellevue 
Hill.  I remember his portrait hanging in the Assembly Hall in my school days.
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rAndoM reFLeCtions
The ReveRend dR John Moses

In the Book of Common Prayer, the official Prayer Book of the Church of England, passed by Act of 
Parliament in 1662, there is a “collect” or prayer entitled For All Conditions of Men, to be used at such 
times when the Litany is not said. The full text is as follows: 

O GOD, the Creator and Preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech the for all sorts and conditions 
of men; that thou wouldest be pleased to make thy ways known unto them, thy saving health unto 
all nations. More especially, we pray for the good estate of the Catholick Church; that it may be 
so guided and governed by they good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life. Finally we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are in any ways 
afflicted, or distressed, in mind, body or estate;[especially those for whom our prayers are desired;]  
that it may please thee to comfort and relieve them, according to their several necessities, giving 
them patience under their suffering, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg 
for Jesus Christ his sake. Amen.

Here it should be noted that the word “men” in this ancient text is by no means intended to be 
exclusive of women, but to be understood as in the sense of mankind, meaning all humanity. The 
prayer is otherwise explicitly inclusive and encompasses the entire human race regardless of the 
individual nationalities. The image of almighty God which it projects is one of a father who loves 
his Creation in its entirety without discrimination; in short the prayer is explicitly all encompassing. 
Further, in addition to assuming the unity of the human race in all its manifestations it prays that 
all nations might live together in the bond of peace, in harmony. It then moves from the general to 
the particular in that each individual person in whatever situation they may find themselves might 
enjoy health and well being and indeed live free of deprivation or suffering and should experience 
a “happy issue out of all their afflictions.” This prayer really sums up how Christianity, as the 
universal religion, should operate and how the Church should behave diaconically throughout the 
entire world. That means that the Church consists of people who are the agents of the entire Body 
of Christ in the service of all humanity. In short, we are all responsible for each other because we 
are baptised into Christ’s body. As well, the prayer expresses in simple language how our heavenly 
father expects us to behave towards each other. Christianity is first and foremost a diaconal religion, 
it prioritises being there for others without discrimination. In any case that is the ideal towards 
which we were expected to strive.

Unfortunately the reception of the Church’s message and its resonance in society has been 
compromised by the unchristian behaviour of so many of its members over the centuries, from the 
hierarchy down.  Yet the fact is that every body from the supreme Pontiff to the simplest lay person 
is prone to sin of any kind. Even the apostles themselves showed basic human weaknesses such as 
greed and disloyalty. And there were many subsequent examples of moral confusion and spiritual 
wickedness in high places such as in the case of Augustine of Hippo (354-430) who had a great deal 
of difficulty in coming to terms with his libido. The debauchery of the Medici Pope Leo X (1475-1521) 
was legendary and is what in part incensed Martin Luther so much. Indeed it was because of that 
and the Pope’s worldliness, coupled with his blatantly false theology of indulgences, that led to the 
Reformation, the greatest political and religious upheaval ever experienced in the West because of its 
direction-changing impact on human thinking about God. 

The theological fall-out from a corrupt and debauched papacy sparked Luther’s theology of 
forgiveness of sins, which he formulated after his intensive study of St Paul’s theology. And this 
famously changed the entire church. Today Rome acknowledges that Luther was absolutely correct in 
pursuing this issue. We should remember that if the Council of Trent (1545-1563) had voted otherwise 
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there would have been reform in the Church without disruption of unity at that time and the world 
would have been spared the murderous consequences that followed and which have lasted down to 
the present time. So while the Church is metaphorically speaking the “Body of Christ” it is peopled 
by fallible human beings who are capable of the most grievous of sins. 

The obverse of this fact of life is the teaching of the Church that enables people “to turn from their 
wickedness and live.”   Forgiveness is assured if there is contrition. and this guarantees that the 
sinner is not destined for the remainder of his/her life to remain bound and spiritually immobilised 
by past sins. As a Christian one is not defined by the sins of the past but by the hope that comes 
after the knowledge that sins are forgiven and one is liberated to fulfil one’s calling as a member of 
the “Body of Christ” in which each individual with his/her unique gifts serves the well being of 
the whole.

This is “good news” for all humankind. Essentially the God whose “nature is always to have mercy”   
through forgiveness of sins enables humanity to progress and not to be hamstrung by a permanent 
sense of guilt which is both soul-destroying and socially corrosive. Christianity thus understood 
is primarily concerned with the building up of a community of creative and productive human 
beings in place of tribal and international conflict and chaos. In short, this is an intensely human 
story by which to live because it is unequivocally life affirming. It is, however, a recommendation 
that assumes there is a benevolent creator God concerned for the welfare of his Creation. The fact 
that the existence of such a being cannot be proved releases political decision-makers from any 
obligation to prioritise the sentiments expressed in the above cited Prayer for All Conditions of 
Men. Nevertheless, at least some peoples who profess to be Christian uphold those sentiments as 
the standard of human behaviour to which all nations should aspire. This is one reason why “the 
Faith” is still preached and practised.

Without a rationale of this nature there is no compelling reason why an individual should submit 
herself to any of the Christian precepts. It all comes down to a “leap of Faith” namely that it is better 
to pursue the ideals of peace and goodwill than to allow self-serving behaviour to predominate 
in human society because such behaviour always leads to the marginalisation and exploitation of 
the weak. What some theologians call the “Jesus myth” works against this regardless of whether 
Jesus was literally the “Son of God” or simply an inspired rabbi with a wider humanistic vision for 
the world.  I contend that this is the reason why Christianity survives to this day, albeit, divided 
and disputatious within itself, but striving valiantly for the most part, to recover unity. And it has 
survived against the most insidious and violent efforts in the course of human history to obliterate 
it and in its place to erect imperialistic dictatorships which claimed to be able to solve the problem of 
how the diverse nations of the earth should live, namely Marxist-Leninism and National Socialism.
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thy KingdoM CoMe ... or oUrs? 
reFLeCtions on AsCension dAy – thUrsdAy 21 MAy 2020 

The ReveRend elaine FaRMeR 
Ascension day is not a big day in many parts of the Christian world. It is celebrated exactly forty 
days after Easter Sunday, which puts it on a Thursday, and that may have contributed to its being 
overlooked as “extra to Sunday requirements”. Not so in the Catholic Church where it is a feast day of 
obligation, meaning Mass attendance is compulsory. It is a public holiday in some countries although 
not in Australia. In Indonesia, where about eight per cent of the population is Christian (which 
means slightly less than the entire population of Australia), Ascension Day is one of the religious 
days selected as a national public holiday. For this reason, when Bill was Ambassador in Indonesia it 
gave him singular pleasure to have a message sent to Canberra each year stating that on that day “the 
Australian Embassy at Jakarta would be closed for the Ascension of Jesus Christ”. It was amusing to 
think of the puzzlement in Canberra.

There is a wide range of customs associated with this day. Water festivals in parts of England; Father’s 
Day in Germany; early morning jaunts in Sweden to hear the cuckoos greet the dawn, a sign of good 
luck. Good luck superstition seems prominent. Eggs laid on Ascension Day in England don’t go off; 
clear skies mean a long hot summer to come; a rainy day means rotting crops and sick livestock. The 
Welsh think it’s bad luck to work on Ascension Day; the Portuguese wish for peace and prosperity. A 
strange and colourful English practice called “beating the bounds” meant marking out the boundaries 
of one’s land on Ascension Day, presumably as protection against supposed demonic forces. It was 
once done by driving boys round parish boundaries, beating them with willow branches as they 
went, poor things; now a simple stroll with a prayer and a tap on landmarks does the trick and is far 
more socially acceptable.

Such customs are interesting but they don’t really tell us anything much about this day nor how 
important it might or might not be in the spiritual scheme of things. To try to address that issue 
we need to come from various directions. First, I want to stay for a moment with culture and social 
customs and look at an attitude at the time that might have affected the disciples and particularly 
Luke as he later wrote The Acts of the Apostles. The people he wrote for would have been very 
familiar with ideas around the death of a Roman Emperor. Pertinent for us is that rumours always 
spread at such a time that the imperial soul had been seen floating to heaven. Under the Arch of Titus 
in Rome there is a carving that gives this concrete form: the soul of Titus, Emperor in the 80s of the 
first century when Luke was writing, ascending to heaven. It takes no imagination at all to see how 
people could interpret this to mean that emperors became gods when they died. That had two very 
useful political outcomes: first, the emperor’s heir got to call himself “son of god” and, second, that 
did a whole lot of good for his handle on power. Neat.

If from this standpoint we now look back into Hebrew Scriptures we find a parallel about ascension 
and power in the book of Daniel:

As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
   coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
   and was presented before him. 
To him was given dominion
   and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
   should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
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   that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
   that shall never be destroyed. 1

Power over the nations. And over the 
forces of evil, tyranny and disaster. 
The disciples would certainly have 
understood the point in Daniel’s 
vision about a human being coming 
with the clouds of heaven and being 
given dominion and glory and 
kingship. This human being was 
Jesus, the one who had risen from the 
dead. He would be granted dominion 
over all by God, and it would be 
everlasting dominion! Luke would 
have seen the same connection but 
would have taken it further. He could 
certainly have linked Daniel’s vision 
with Roman imperial theocratic 
pretensions as well. But, and it’s an 
important but, the difference is that, 
as far as Luke was concerned, it was 
the whole Jesus, not just his soul, that 
ascended to heaven. Jesus, body and 
soul, which means he was upstaging 
Roman imperial pretensions. Jesus, 
not the Roman Emperors, was “the 
real deal”. It’s a stirring political point 
but what do we do with it?

This is where we need to come from 
a second perspective: language. There 
are problems about meanings and 
perceptions. In a sense, unravelling 
“the Ascension” comes down to asking 
what we’re talking about when we use 
words like “heaven” and “up” and 
“down” and “kingdom”. What did the 
disciples and Luke mean by Jesus being taken up to heaven?2 There’s no suggestion that they thought 
that Jesus had suddenly shot off in jet-powered boots to some other sphere. For them heaven and 
earth were part of God’s realm, God’s reality, “interlocking spheres” the eminent theologian and 
sometime Bishop of Durham N.T. Wright calls them, in which Jesus is the only body who has ever 
been at home in each. It’s easy to start thinking here of the Celtic “thin places” where the divine 
seems almost touchable.

So what do we mean when we say Jesus was taken up to heaven?3 Are we thinking of heaven as 
somewhere else, a physical place somewhere beyond our earthly sphere, or are we, like the disciples, 
thinking metaphorically? Let’s stay with language for a moment. Think of how often we use “up” 
and “down” in relation to heaven and earth. Think about the biblical language with which we 
are so familiar and it doesn’t matter whether you think in terms of the King James Version, or the 
New Revised Standard Version which we use in our services. “Up” and “down”, “ascended” and 
“descended”; they are consistently present. From the Old Testament there’s the rather lovely idea of 
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Jacob’s ladder between heaven and earth and all those angels ascending and descending on it.4  Then, 
from the New Testament, two examples from John’s gospel will suffice. No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.5  I have come down from heaven, not to 
do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 6

Leaving aside any fine theological points, this language has a natural outcome. It burrows 
surreptitiously into thinking and creates a division between heaven and earth which is not at all 
consistent with the biblical understanding. Heaven and earth become separate places, the former 
God’s abode, the latter ours. “The heavens are the Lord’s heavens,” says the psalmist, “but the earth 
he has given to human beings.”7  This is not meant to translate literally into two separate worlds 
but the trouble is that it has done just that in so much religious language, and for so many people. 
This helps to create the idea that Jesus has gone somewhere else where we are not. We have been 
left behind. The next step has been that we will, one day, follow Jesus to “that other place”, heaven.4 
And, further, it becomes a two-tier system: heaven good, earth less good. And just how does that 
accord with that foundational text, Genesis 1:31? God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, 
it was very good. Nevertheless, upon such thinking, non-biblical and contradictory though it may 
be, centuries of theological dogma and teaching have been built.

If we keep to the intended ideas that heaven and earth are “interlocking spheres” what does that 
mean about Jesus and our relation to him? Here I’m going to hand the explanation to N. T. Wright 
because he’s very succinct about this:

To say that Jesus is now in heaven is to say three things. First, that he is present with 
his people everywhere, no longer confined to one space-time location within earth, but 
certainly not absent. Second, that he is now the managing director of this strange show 
called ‘earth’, though like many incoming chief executives he has quite a lot to do to sort 
it out and turn it around. Third, that he will one day bring heaven and earth together as 
one, becoming therefore personally present to us once more within God’s new creation. 
The Bible doesn’t say much about our going to heaven. It says a lot about heaven, and 
particularly heaven’s chief inhabitant, coming back to earth. 8

I want to pick up on some key words here. As far as our particular sphere, earth, is concerned, Jesus 
“has quite a lot to do to sort it out and turn it around”. One of the difficult outcomes of the good/bad 
two-tier system imposed on heaven and earth has been the idea that (a) heaven matters more than 
earth, despite God’s creation of it; (b) our real purpose is to escape earth and get to heaven; and (c) 
that’s the only place where we can encounter the Risen Christ because that’s where he is! 

That thinking is the first thing Christ has to turn around because it’s wrong, illogical and its 
application has been insidious. Insidious because it has been an easy tool for controlling people. Do 
the right thing, be obedient faithful Christians and you’ll go to heaven and be with Jesus. Do the 
wrong thing, including question (especially priests and what they say) and harbour doubts and you 
won’t get to heaven and Jesus, you’ll go to hell. An enormously powerful tool in centuries past when 
most people were educated poorly, or not at all. And a sad outcome when power is concentrated and 
unquestioned in one source.

We’ve talked about cultural attitudes and about language. We’ve talked about ideas of heaven and 
earth. What about kingdom? In his gospel, Luke says the disciples asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”9  It seems here they were still thinking Jesus intended 
to re-establish Israel as a nation, as the kingdom they knew from their tradition, the kingdom in 
which dominion belonged to David. They got it wrong. The dominion was vested in Jesus. The 
kingdom to be established was God’s and to accord to God’s good intention for the whole created 
order. Which idea completely rejects ideas of power in the hands of any earthly entity, secular or 
religious, being exercised for its own benefit.
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The idea of heaven and earth as “interlocking spheres” underscores all f this because it keeps the 
Risen Christ among us. About Ascension Day, Augustine said “unless the Saviour had ascended 
into heaven, his Nativity would have come to nothing ... and his Passion would have borne no fruit 
for us, and his most holy Resurrection would have been useless”. This elevates Ascension Day from 
forgotten “extra to requirements” to a central gospel festival, holding heaven and earth together 
and the Risen Christ among us.

It also places an imperative on the Church to remember that it is not the kingdom of God. It works 
for that kingdom. Its job is not to focus on heaven at the expense of earth. When over the centuries 
it has done only this it has become part of the problem and a stumbling block in establishing God’s 
kingdom on earth. There is more to its job. In working for the kingdom of God proclaiming the 
gospel is core but that means more than preparing people for heaven. It means focusing on life here 
on earth and speaking out about those things which are anathema to God: suffering, corruption, 
misuse of power. More stumbling blocks, not solid building blocks.

At this point it is worth our remembering that we are the Church, we the people. It is easy to 
forget that this core job of the institutional church is our core job as well. In our worship we 
pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven”. The problem with familiar prayers like this is their very familiarity. Perhaps 
Ascension Day is a day to ask ourselves whether we mean those words and what we are doing 
about them. The Collect for Ascension Day is attractive and heart-warming but does it provoke us 
to any response? It says:

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
have ascended into the heavens, so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and with 
him continually dwell, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting.10 

There is an alternative which bears consideration:

God of majesty, you led the Messiah through suffering into risen life, and took him up into the 
glory of heaven: clothe us with the power promised from on high, and send us forth to the ends 
of the earth as heralds of repentance and witnesses of Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
who lives with you now and always in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.

Although it still uses the “two-tier worlds” language, it suggests more strongly that Ascension Day 
is not a just comfortable full stop to the story of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus but 
part of a central gospel command to do all each of us can to promote the kingdom of God on earth, 
God’s kingdom on God’s earth.

ENDNOTES
1.  Daniel 7: 13-15
2. Acts 1:2
3. Acts 1:2
4. Genesis 28:12
5. John 3: 13
6. John 6:38
7.  Psalm 115:16
8.  N. T. Wright, “Spirit of Truth, a sermon at the Eucharist in Durham Cathedral on the Feast of Pentecost, 27 May 

2007 www.ntwrightpage.com 
9. Acts 1:6
10.  This and the Collect below are from A Prayer Book for Australia, Broughton Books, 1995, pp.517-518
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LitUrgiCAL titbits Crossword

From Ancient Rome to the sacramental stole, this crossword based on Elaine Farmer’s 
liturgical titbits is re-printed for those who may find it a little easier having read a few more 

instalments. It comes courtesy of Ada Cheung and Bill Farmer and answers are found on p.29
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PrAyer At the end oF the dAy

ALSO CALLED COMPLINE
1 The minister says

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. Amen.

2 A period of silence may be kept for reflection on the past day.

Lord Jesus, you came to call sinners to repentance,
have mercy on us.
Lord Jesus, sent to heal those who are burdened in soul,
have mercy on us.
Lord Jesus, now seated at the Father’s right hand to intercede for us.
have mercy on us. 

3 The minister says
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever.
Praise the Lord!

4 This hymn, or another, may be sung.
Hail, gladdening Light, of his pure glory poured
Who is the immortal Father, heavenly, blest,
Holiest of Holies, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Now we come to the sun’s hour of rest,
The lights of evening round us shine,
We hymn the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit divine.
Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung
with undefiled tongue,
Son of our God, giver of life, alone!
Therefore in all the world thy glories, Lord, they own.

5 One or more of Psalms 4, 91 and 134 is said or sung.
Psalm 4
Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness:
you set me free when I was hard-pressed;
have mercy on me now and hear my prayer.
How long, you people, will you turn my honour into shame:
how long will you love what is worthless
and seek after falsehood?
Know that the Lord has shown me wonderful kindness:
when I call upon the Lord, the Lord will hear me.
Tremble, then, and do not sin:
commune with your own heart upon your bed and be still.
Offer sacrifices that are right:
and put your trust in the Lord.
There are many who say, ‘Who can show us any good?:
The light of your countenance has departed from us, O Lord.’
Yet you have put more gladness in my heart:
than they have when grain and new wine abound.
I will lie down in peace and sleep:
for it is only you, O Lord, who make me dwell in safety.
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Psalm 91
Those who dwell in the shelter of the Most High:
who abide under the shadow of the Almighty,
They shall say to the Lord,
‘You are my refuge and my stronghold:
my God in whom I put my trust.’
‘Surely I shall deliver you,’ says the Lord, ‘from the snare of the hunter:
and from the deadly pestilence.
I shall cover you with my feathers,
and you will be safe under my wings:
my faithfulness will be your shield and defence.
You shall not be afraid of any terror by night:
nor of the arrow that flies by day;
Of the pestilence that stalks in the darkness:
nor of the plague that destroys at noon.
A thousand may fall beside you
and ten thousand at your right hand:
but you it shall not come near.
Your eyes have only to look:
to see the reward of the wicked.
Because you have made the Lord your refuge:
and the Most High your stronghold,
No evil shall happen to you:
nor shall any plague come near your dwelling.
For I shall give my angels charge over you:
to keep you in all your ways.
They will lift you up in their hands:
lest you dash your foot against a stone.
You will tread upon the lion and the adder:
you will trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet.
Because you are bound to me in love,
therefore I will deliver you:
I will protect you, because you know my name.
You will call upon me, and I shall answer you:
I will be with you in trouble;
I will rescue you and bring you to honour.
With long life will I satisfy you:
and show you my salvation.’

Psalm 134
Come now, praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord:
you that stand by night in the house of the Lord.
Lift up your hands in the holy place and praise the Lord:
May the Lord bless you from Zion,
the Lord who made heaven and earth.
 
The following arrangement of Psalms is also suitable: Sunday 91, Monday 86, Tuesday 143.1–11, Wednesday 
31.1–6 and 130, Thursday 16, Friday 88, Saturday 4 and 134.
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6 The following, or some other Reading from the Bible
 
Sunday The servants of God shall see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there 
will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and 
they shall reign for ever and ever.
Revelation 22.4-5

Monday I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 
old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.
Joel 2.28

Tuesday Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith.
1 Peter 5.8-9a

Wednesday In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
John 1.4-5

Thursday Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make 
room for the devil.
Ephesians 4.26–27

Friday For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
1 Thessalonians 5.9-10

Saturday Hear O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am 
commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you 
are at home, and when you are away, when you lie down and when you arise.
Deuteronomy 6.4-7

After the reading the congregation may respond
Thanks be to God.
and/or the following may be said or sung.
Into your hands, Lord, I commend my spirit.
[Alleluia, alleluia.]
Into your hands, Lord, I commend my spirit.
[Alleluia, alleluia.]
You have redeemed us, Lord, God of truth.
I commend my spirit. [Alleluia, alleluia.]
Glory to God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Into your hands, Lord, I commend my spirit.
[Alleluia, alleluia.]

7 The Canticle, The Song of Simeon (Luke 2.29ff) is said or sung.
Save us, Lord, while we are awake;
protect us while we are asleep;
that we may keep watch with Christ
and rest with him in peace.

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation:
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which you have prepared in the sight of every people:
A light to reveal you to the nations:
and the glory of your people Israel.

[Save us, Lord, while we are awake;
protect us while we are asleep;
that we may keep watch with Christ
and rest with him in peace.]

8 The prayers
Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Intercessions and Thanksgivings may be made according to local custom.

9 The service ends with one or more of the following prayers.

In your mercy, Lord,
dispel the darkness of this night.
Let your household so sleep in peace
that at the dawn of a new day
they may with joy waken in your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray: and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Lord, be the guest of this house;
keep far from it all the deceits of the evil one.
May your holy angels watch over us
as guardians of our peace.
And may your blessing be always upon us,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,
who at this evening hour rested in the sepulchre,
and sanctified the grave to be a bed of hope to your people:
make us so to abound in sorrow for our sins,
which were the cause of your passion,
that when our bodies lie in the dust
we may live with you, through the saving merits of your cross;
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for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Come, O Spirit of God,
and make within us your dwelling place and home.
May our darkness be dispelled by your light,
and our troubles calmed by your peace;
may all evil be redeemed by your love,
all pain transformed through the suffering of Christ,
and all dying glorified by his risen life. Amen.

We give you thanks, O God,
for the gift to the world of our Redeemer;
as we sing of your glory at the close of this day,
so may we know his presence in our hearts;
who is our Saviour and our God,
now and for ever. Amen.

10 The minister concludes the service by saying
Let us praise the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit;
God is worthy to be praised and exalted for ever.
May the almighty and merciful God bless us and keep us. Amen.
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news And notiCes

✣
AgM rePorts 

These are available for download on the Parish Website at
 http://stpaulsmanuka.org.au/annual-reports/#

✣

reFUgee sUPPort news
Proceeds from December raffle – COVID-19 has meant that the proceeds of the December raffle could not 
be used for scholarships for asylum-seekers as proposed. Instead, Canberra Refugee Support has used the 
$2410 to support asylum seekers who have lost their job due to the pandemic. Working with Companion 
House, CRS is providing support for two months to:
• a mother with two daughters who had been working in home respite care but has lost most of her 
shifts ($1600)
• a single man who had been working as a tiler who is now out of work ($800).
Hopefully after two months, government support will become available if they are still unable to support 
themselves.

✣

dAiLy PrAyer onLine
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

https://www.epray.com.au/Pages/Company/MobileApp.aspx

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

 ✣
FinAnCes

With the suspension of Sunday services and activities, our Parish will experience a 
significant disruption to its income. This is because a significant portion of our giving is 

still taken from the plate in Church, fundraising and hall hire. We are extremeley grateful 
to those parishioners who are using the direct giving system through bank transfer. Other 

parishioners are urged to take up the option of direct transfer for giving puposes. Our 
account details for direct giving are below 

(the receiving institution appears as Indue Ltd): 
BSB 702389 Account 005200454 . 

Resources for Children (and adults too) 
follow this link and you will be able to download some devotional materials and activity sheets based on 
this week’s readings,including colouring pages, word searches, lectio divina and mindfulness colouring.

https://illustratedmin.s3.amazonaws.com/weekly-resources/Easter-Week5.pdf

These are provided by Illustrated Ministry Resources with whom we have a subscription.

THE VIRTUAL TOURIST’S CHURCH CRAWL

This week, our Tardis stays in the south-east region, moving to Chichester.  The full text is available 
at:  http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/13331.

9/05/2020, 1:17 PMThe Project Gutenberg eBook of The Cathedral Church Of Chichester, by HUBERT C. CORLETTE.

Page 2 of 93http://www.gutenberg.org/files/13331/13331-h/13331-h.htm

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF
CHICHESTER

A SHORT HISTORY & DESCRIPTION OF ITS FABRIC WITH AN
ACCOUNT OF THE DIOCESE AND SEE

HUBERT C. CORLETTE

A.R.I.B.A.
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CHAPTER I.
THE HISTORY OF THE CATHEDRAL. 

Any attempt to write the history of a cathedral requires that the subject shall be approached 
with two leading ideas in view. One of these has reference to the history of a Church; the 
other to the story of a building. The two aspects are clearly to be distinguished, but their 
mutual relation may be better appreciated when we realise how intimately they are bound 
together. 

Ecclesiastical history, or "ecclesiology," and architectural history, or "archaeology," do not 
exist apart; for the needs of Christian liturgy indicated what arrangement was required in 
those buildings that were peculiarly dedicated to the use of the Church; hence we have, in 
the mere building itself, to consider the condition of ecclesiastical and architectural growth 
displayed by its character during each stage of its development, and this development, this 
character, is to be discovered as well in the plan and structure of the fabric, with its 
decorative details, as in the record that documents and traditions have preserved. ... 

From Sherburne's death until the seventeenth century little but a tale of destruction is to be 
recorded; for this period witnessed the dissolution of the monasteries, the beginning of a 
wholesale system of spoliation urged by self-interest and hypocrisy, and the establishment 
of "Reformation" methods of procedure in Church and State. By each of these both the 
fabric and the diocese suffered, even though by some they gained. But especially did 
vandalism help to destroy, unnecessarily, many things which, legitimately used, might still 
have been allowed to remain as evidences of the artistic influence of the Church in England. 
For though some of them were dedicated to uses which the reformation necessarily 
condemned the wholesale destruction of much beautiful workmanship must be regretted by 
any who are interested in such treasures. In 1538 it was ordered that all shrines should be 
abolished. This seriously affected Chichester, as the fate of the feretory of S. Richard was 
involved by the mandate. Two commissioners were named, whose duty was to see that his 
shrine was removed. The instructions issued served a double purpose, since in this case, as 
in others, "reformation" helped to satisfy the claims of avarice. Henry told the 
commissioners that 

"We, wylyng such superstitious abuses and idolatries to be taken away, command you with 
all convenient diligence to repayre unto the said cathedral church of Chichester and there to 
take down that shrine and bones of that bishop called S. Richard within the same, with all 
the sylver, gold, juells, and ornamentes aforesaid, to be safely and surely conveighed and 
brought unto our Tower of London, there to be bestowed as we shall further determine at 
your arrival. And also that ye shall see bothe the place where the same shryne standyth to be 
raysed and defaced even to the very ground, and all such other images of the church as any 
notable superstition hath been used to be taken and conveyed away."

Then in 1550 
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"there were letters sent to every bishop to pluck down the altars, in lieu of them to 
set up a table in some convenient place of the chancel within every church or chapel 
to serve for the ministration of the Blessed Communion." 

Bishop Daye replied that 

"he could not conform his conscience to do what he was by the said letter 
commanded." 

In explanation of his attitude towards this order he wrote that

"he stycked not att the form, situation, or matter [as stone or wood] whereof the 
altar was made, but I then toke, as I now take, those things to be indifferent.... But 
the commandment which was given to me to take downe all altars within my 
diocese, and in lieu of them 'to sett up a table' implying in itselffe [as I take it] a 
playne abolyshment of the altare [both the name and the things] from the use and 
ministration of the Holy Communion, I could not with my conscience then 
execute." 

The churches were so ransacked and destroyed in this way that Bishop Harsnett said he 
found the cathedral and the buildings about the close had been criminally neglected for 
years, so that they were in a decayed and almost ruinous condition. Such was the deliberate 
opinion which he expressed early in the seventeenth century. 
...
It should be remembered, however, that the Reformation did not at once destroy all the 
beauties of mediæval art that the cathedral contained. Certain things, such as shrines, altars, 
chantries, and chapels, were removed, dismantled, or totally wrecked. It was with the 
coming of the Parliamentary army to the city that wholesale pillage and destruction began. 

The removal of the altar and other derangements of the building had been effected during 
the preceding century; but now the vestments, plate, and ornaments were stolen. The 
decorative and other paintings on the walls, and all parts that could easily be reached, were 
scratched, scraped, and hacked about until they were mere wretched, disfiguring 
excrescences; and in this mutilated condition they waited for the whitewash that came later, 
to cover up these vulgar excesses with a cheap but clean decency. Such criminal procedure 
culminated in the wilful wreckage of all the beautiful glass. The store of three centuries of 
labour and consummate skill was destroyed till it lay all strewn in broken fragments, mere 
rubbish, about the floors. But the decorations on the vaults were saved, because they could 
not be reached without expensive scaffolding. They were thus preserved to be dealt with by 
the wisdom and taste of a later century. 

Let me quote the remarks of one who lived when these things were done. He says they 

"plundered the Cathedral, seized upon the vestments and ornaments of the Church, 
together with the consecrated plate serving for the altar; they left not so much as a 
cushion for the pulpit, nor a chalice for the Blessed Sacraments; the common 
soldiers brake down the organs, and dashing the pipes with their pole-axes, 
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scoffingly said, 'hark how the organs go!' They brake the rail, which was done with 
that fury that the Table itself escaped not their madness. They forced open all the 
locks, whether of doors or desks, wherein the singing men laid up their common 
prayer books, their singing books, their gowns and surplices; they rent the books in 
pieces, and scattered the torn leaves all over the church even to the covering of the 
pavement, the gowns and surplices they reserved to secular uses. In the south cross 
ile the history of the church's foundation, the picture of the Kings of England, and 
the picture of the bishops of Selsey and Chichester, begun by Robert Sherborn the 
37th Bishop of that see, they defaced and mangled with their hands and swords as 
high as they could reach. On the Tuesday following, after the sermon, possessed and 
transported by a bacchanalian fury, they ran up and down the church with their 
swords drawn, defacing the monuments of the dead, hacking and hewing the seats 
and stalls, and scraping the painted walls. Sir William Waller and the rest of the 
commanders standby as spectators and approvers of these barbarous impieties." 

...
But when the piers of the central tower were exposed by the removal of the screen, it was 
discovered that they were in a precariously rotten condition at the core. Other indications of 
weakness, which had been overlooked before, were now observed. Large and deep cracks 
and various earlier signs of apprehended weakness both in arches and piers were remarked. 
That the work now begun had given impetus to the fall has been denied on excellent 
authority, and to discuss such a question at this time is useless. The serious trouble now was 
that the whole tower with the spire was rapidly settling on its base. Every method that could 
be used was tried in order to save the piers. They were propped up with shores, and the 
arches held up with centres, while new masonry was bonded into the older work. But the 
labour availed nothing, for towards the end of the year 1860 matters had developed 
seriously. 

"Old fissures extended themselves into the fresh masonry, and new ones made their 
appearance.... But in the next place, the walling began to bulge towards the end of 
January 1861, first in the north-west pier, and afterwards in the south. Cracks and 
fissures, some opening and others closing, and the gradual deformation of the arches 
in the transept walls and elsewhere, indicated that fearful movements were taking 
place throughout the parts of the wall connected with the western piers." 

On Sunday, February 17th, 

"the afternoon service was performed in the nave of the cathedral, as usual, but ... 
was interrupted by the urgent necessity for shoring up a part of the facing of the 
south-west pier.... On Wednesday, crushed mortar began to pour from the old 
fissures, flakes of the facing stone fell, and the braces began to bend. Yet the 
workmen continued to add shoring until three hours and a half past midnight."

Next day the effort was resumed before daybreak; but by noon 

"the continual failing of the shores showed, too plainly, that the fall was inevitable." 

Just before half-past one 
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"the spire was seen to incline slightly to the south-west, and then to descend 
perpendicularly into the church, as one telescope tube slides into another, the mass 
of the tower crumbling beneath it. The fall was an affair of a few seconds, and was 
complete at half-past one." 

© A. Cheung
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CHAPTER II. 
THE EXTERIOR. 

The West Window is entirely modern, but copied from 
fourteenth-century examples with some success. It has 
five divisions between the jambs and mullions. The 
central one is larger than those on either side. The upper 
part is filled with geometrical tracery. ...

Below the west window are three other windows grouped 
together. They are at the triforium level, where they were 
probably inserted before the middle of the thirteenth 
century; but they have been restored at various times 
since then. ...

Round the cloister are placed the old houses of the 
Treasurer, the Royal Chaplains, and Wiccamical 
Prebendaries. Above the door leading to the house of the 
Royal Chaplains is an interesting monument of the Tudor 
period. It is a panel divided into two compartments by a 
moulded stone framework. 

Leading out of the south walk is a doorway, through 
which the deanery may be seen beyond the end of a long 
walled passage known as S. Richard's Walk. Looking 

back northwards, there is a fine view of the spire and transept from the end of this walk. 

The outer wall of the choir aisle is one of the most interesting portions of the building, from 
an archaeological as well as an architectural standpoint. It shows three of the arched heads 
of small twelfth-century windows that used to light the earlier triforium gallery. One of 
these has now a fifteenth-century insertion beneath it. This is in the second bay from the 
transept. 

The Central Tower and Spire, although they were rebuilt again after the disaster in 1861, 
are as nearly as possible an exact reproduction of the originals. The tower rises out of the 
substructure where the roofs of the nave and transept intersect. It is not square in plan, but 
has an axis from east to west, longer than that from north to south. ...

The spire rises out of the supporting walls of the tower within the parapet. It is a regular 
octagon in shape. ...

The Bell Tower, which stands alone to the north of the cathedral, is now the only one of its 
kind in England; and it is curious that in two cases where these towers were found, as at 
Salisbury and at Norwich, spires had been added to the central towers. The cathedral bells 
have been hung in this tower since the fifteenth century. ...

© A. Cheung
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CHAPTER III. 
THE INTERIOR. 

The Nave of Chichester, compared with that of other cathedrals, possesses several peculiar 
characteristics. It has a beauty apart from others in the quiet simplicity with which it has 
been designed. There is an evident restraint, almost severity, to be felt in studying the 
exquisite proportions of its parts. It does not exhibit the massive force and strength of 
Durham; but the rigid power in the square piers of the arcades is stern compared with the 
more subtle variations of light and shade produced by the curved surfaces of the circular 
piers either at Ely or Peterborough. 

During the Reformation period the divisions between the several chapels to the north and 
south of the nave were removed; and so since that date Chichester has been the only 
cathedral in England which has what may be called five aisles, and it is wider than any 
other, excepting York, being ninety-one feet across. 
...

© A. Cheung
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The Monuments in the Nave have in many cases suffered from bad usage, and in most 
instances they do not now occupy their original places in the building. 

The canopied memorial to Bishop Durnford, under which is a recumbent effigy, forms part 
of the screen between S. Clement's chapel and the south aisle of the nave. It was designed 
by Mr. Garner. ... The two recumbent figures under the arch leading into this same chapel 
are said to be those of Richard Fitz-Alan, Earl of Arundel, and his wife. It was restored by 
Richardson. Fitz-Alan was beheaded in 1397. Some say that these two figures were 
removed from the chapel of the monastery of the Grey Friars at the time of the Reformation, 
and were placed in their present position in 1843, having been found embedded in the 
stonework of the chapel wall close by. The base upon which the figures rest is modern. The 
earl is represented in full armour. At his feet is a lion, and at his head, under the helmet, is a 
coronet and a lion's head. At the countess's feet is a dog, and her head rests upon two 
pillows. 

The most beautiful monument now remaining in the church is that which is said to represent 
Maud, Countess of Arundel (1270). The modelling of the whole figure and the long flowing 
lines of her robes are worthy of careful study. The whole pose and the disposition of the two 
angels at the head arranging the pillows, with the two dogs upon which her feet rest, have 
been finely conceived and well executed. The hands are clasped over the breast, with the 
forearms bent upwards slightly towards the face. On each of the long sides of the base 
supporting the figure are six elongated quatrefoil panels, containing in all six female figures 
and six shields. Between the quatrefoils are winged heads of ten angelic figures. The 
blazoning of the shields is entirely gone, and the brilliant colouring that once covered the 
entire monument is only to be traced in a few places. The outer robe still shows some signs 
of the rich blue with which it used to be covered. The face of the figure appears to be badly 

© A. Cheung

© A. Cheung
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mutilated, but the damage to the features has been done principally by an endeavour to 
preserve them. A thick coat of plaster had been placed over the face to protect it from injury, 
perhaps in the seventeenth century or earlier, and this was never completely removed. It had 
become gradually polished like the material of the figure itself, and so it remains, with a cut 
across it to represent a mouth. The remains of the real face are still hidden beneath. 

The Chapel of S. Pantaleon (11), on the east side of the transept, still retains the old piscina 
in the south wall; but it is used now as the vestry for the dean and canons. 

The vaulting ribs in the part of the transept between this chapel and the sacristy are carved 
like those in the last bay of the presbytery next to the lady-chapel, and are of the same date. 
They appear to be part of the work done during Bishop Gilbert Leophardo's episcopate. ...

The Presbytery, Ambulatory, or retro-choir, is the space between the back of the reredos 
and the entrance to the lady-chapel. It should be noticed that the sub-arches in the triforium 
here are pointed, not round, as in the case of those in the same position westward of this 
portion. And the support to these arches in the centre, is a group of shafts instead of only 
one column. 

© A. Cheung © A. Cheung
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The North Transept has on its west 
side two of the old twelfth-century 
round-arched windows, and opposite 
are the two large round-arched 
openings into the library and the 
chamber above it. ...

The Stained Glass in the cathedral is 
all modern, and most of it is of the 
worst possible kind. It is bad in 
design and crude in colour, and much 
of it is not really stained glass at all, 
but a painted substitute. The only 
really good window in the building is 
that at the east end of the south choir 
aisle in S. Mary Magdalen's chapel. It 
was designed by Mr. C.E. Kempe. 
The glass in the lady-chapel windows 
is better than most of the rest, and it 
is admitted that the worst glass that 
was ever placed in any cathedral 
church by a generous munificence is 
that which is now in the large 
window of the south transept. 

© A. Cheung

© A. Cheung
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To watch an archive documentary on Chichester Cathedral quire click here.

© A. Cheung
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An Arundel Tomb
Philip Larkin

Side by side, their faces blurred,   
The earl and countess lie in stone,   
Their proper habits vaguely shown   
As jointed armour, stiffened pleat,   
And that faint hint of the absurd—   
The little dogs under their feet.
Such plainness of the pre-baroque    
Hardly involves the eye, until
It meets his left-hand gauntlet, still   
Clasped empty in the other; and   
One sees, with a sharp tender shock,   
His hand withdrawn, holding her hand.
They would not think to lie so long.   
Such faithfulness in effigy
Was just a detail friends would see:
A sculptor’s sweet commissioned grace   
Thrown off in helping to prolong   
The Latin names around the base.
They would not guess how early in
Their supine stationary voyage
The air would change to soundless 
damage,   
Turn the old tenantry away;
How soon succeeding eyes begin
To look, not read. Rigidly they

Persisted, linked, through lengths and 
breadths   
Of time. Snow fell, undated. Light
Each summer thronged the glass. A bright   
Litter of birdcalls strewed the same
Bone-riddled ground. And up the paths   
The endless altered people came,
Washing at their identity.   
Now, helpless in the hollow of   
An unarmorial age, a trough
Of smoke in slow suspended skeins   
Above their scrap of history,   
Only an attitude remains:
Time has transfigured them into   
Untruth. The stone fidelity
They hardly meant has come to be   
Their final blazon, and to prove   
Our almost-instinct almost true:   
What will survive of us is love.

© A. Cheung

Read the poem inspired by the tomb below. 

An Arundel Tomb - poem by Philip Larkin (click here)
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LitUrgiCAL titbits Crossword soLUtion
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vestMents PArt vi: dress-UPs For the eUChArist PArt i
The ReveRend elaine FaRMeR

We’ve dealt with the stole, a sacramental garment used for a variety of liturgical rites  so now to 
garments specifically considered “eucharistic vestments” this week chasubles and maniples, next 
time dalmatics and tunicles. 

The CHASUBLE (often irreverently but understandably referred to as “the poncho”) is the top 
garment worn by bishops and priests when presiding at the eucharist. Its ancestor is the unisex 
outer garment, known as the paenula or planet, worn by all classes in the Greek and Roman worlds. 
This was large and flowing, a sort of “cover all” with a hole for the head in the middle. The 
name ‘chasuble’ comes from the Latin casula or “little house”, named for its tent-like form. Over 
centuries it has been cut about this way and that producing many variations on the same theme. 
Western Church ecclesiastical fashion tended to be cut away at the sides producing smaller or 
larger chasubles depending on the amount of material, the length to the floor (hemlines seem to 
have gone up and down like a regular fashion garment) or up the arm, but basically retaining the 
same “tent” form. The most reductionist version is probably the “fiddleback chasuble”—nipped 
in at the middle and cut high to the shoulder—named for its resemblance to fiddles large and 
small.

In the English church the 1549 Book of Common Prayer permitted chasubles, or copes, as eucharistic 
vestments, but the 1552 book promptly abolished them. Remember the fun we had with that 
some weeks back with the Ornaments Rubric of 1559? Well, there are those who believe that the 
Restoration of 1661 re-enacted that rubric and with it permission to use chasubles and copes. On 
the whole, however, they were little used in England until the 19th century when the Oxford 
Movement ceremonial revivalists brought old vestments out of forgotten cupboards, blew the dust 
off them and processed their glories into the church’s eucharistic liturgies. Their use is still highly 
controversial, including in Australia, where the English 19th century Vestiarian Controversy still 
stirs some to passion and, consequently, chasubles are banned in a few dioceses.

Traditionally, the eucharistic vestments (stole and/or chasuble, dalmatic & tunicle) also included 
the MANIPLE. This is a narrow ‘mini stole’ with the two ends attached forming a loop which 
is hung over the left wrist during the Great Thanksgiving but not at the administration of the 
sacraments or during processions. It is also removed while preaching. Why? Because, as preacher, 
the priest represents Christ; as celebrant at the eucharist the priest serves as an alter Christus, or 
another Christ. Thus catholic tradition determines. The maniple began life as a kind of ornamental 
handkerchief carried in the left hand, presumably to wipe away sweat but rarely so used. It first 
appeared liturgically in Rome; by the 6th century it had made its way to Ravenna and by the 9th 
was common throughout Europe. It went by various names, a common one being mappula, hence 
maniple. Its use was not confined, as more recently, to priests. There is 9th century evidence of 
acolytes wearing the maniple. In the 11th and 12th centuries, in monasteries such as Cluny, lay 
brothers wore alb and maniple at Mass but this was forbidden in 1100. During the same period, 
deacons also adopted the maniple as their distinguishing vestment. 

Maniples follow the same seasonal colours as other vestments and, although their decorations 
have varied, traditionally they always bore three crosses. The maniple symbolises the cords 
which bound Jesus’ hands as he was scourged. Their use is not common these days. Some priests 
still wear the maniple and I have in a few places where it is the practice to do so but you have 
to keep your wits about you. With a maniple dangling from one wrist it would be easy to send 
chalices flying and have the Blood of Christ flowing all over the altar. 
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Our old friend, The Reverend Percy Dearmer, whom we have encountered during the past weeks, 
makes scant reference to the maniple, a mere seven lines, which rather surprises me given his 
tendency to expound at considerable length on pretty well anything. Perhaps he wasn’t much 
concerned about the maniple, or Fanon as he tells us it is also called. He says it should be at least 
three and a half feet long because “short maniples are ugly and apt to get in the way”. He might 
have a point there about the length.

The word “fanon” is interesting because it seems to multitask. Its origins are obscure which might 
explain why it has been claimed for a number of liturgical bits and pieces. Sometimes it means 
maniple. Sometimes it’s been used for a white linen clothes used by members of a congregation in 
which to bring their eucharistic offerings. Then what we call lappets, the cloth bands hanging from 
the back of a bishop’s mitre have been called fanons. So has the humeral veil the subdeacon wears 
— a long shawl around the shoulders to cover the hands when bearing the Paten but not a subject 
for more detail today. Even processional banners have been dubbed fanons. These days it describes 
a garment solely for the Pope when celebrating a Solemn Pontifical Mass. In this form, the fanon is 
like a collar worn over his amice. I feel safe saying only “his”!)

It’s all so complicated and such fun but to be treated with respect. There really is no end to the 
devotion which people have accorded to their God, and the ways they have devised to honour that 
love. 

Photo: Picture of an Anglican priest vested in an alb, cincture and purple stole. Taken by Gareth Hughes on 21 October 2005 Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported
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news And notiCes

✣
AgM rePorts 

These are available for download on the Parish Website at
 http://stpaulsmanuka.org.au/annual-reports/#

✣

dAiLy PrAyer onLine
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

https://www.epray.com.au/Pages/Company/MobileApp.aspx

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

 ✣
FinAnCes

With the suspension of Sunday services and activities, our Parish will experience a 
significant disruption to its income. This is because a significant portion of our giving is 

still taken from the plate in Church, fundraising and hall hire. We are extremeley grateful 
to those parishioners who are using the direct giving system through bank transfer. Other 

parishioners are urged to take up the option of direct transfer for giving puposes. Our 
account details for direct giving are below 

(the receiving institution appears as Indue Ltd): 
BSB 702389 Account 005200454 . 

Resources for Children (and adults too) 
follow this link and you will be able to download some devotional materials and activity sheets based on 
this week’s readings,including colouring pages, word searches, lectio divina and mindfulness colouring.

https://illustratedmin.s3.amazonaws.com/weekly-resources/Easter-Week6.pdf

These are provided by Illustrated Ministry Resources with whom we have a subscription.



- 45 -

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office currently closed
(02) 6239 6148  office@stpaulsmanuka.org.au 
www.stpaulsmanuka.org.au  PO Box 3417 Manuka ACT 
2603         
Rector
The Rev’d Dr Ben Edwards              
0499 704 665 ben@stpaulsmanuka.org.au  (day off Monday)
Assisting Clergy 
The Rev’d Alipate Tuineau 
(with responsibility for St David’s Red Hill & Aged Care Ministry) 
(02) 6295 3381 alipate@stpaulsmanuka.org.au (day off Friday)
The Rev’d Kay Pendlebury 
(with responsibility for Sacristy, Baptism preparation and EfM)   
0409 313 153     kay.pendlebury@ozemail.com.au


