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Tuesday in Holy Week 
inTroducTion 

 
 

invocaTion and opening prayer
In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Draw me to you, glorified Lord,
Draw me to your loving presence, 
Draw me to yourself
that I, your child, may rest in your light

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy. 

collecT
Almighty and everlasting God, 
of your tender love towards us you sent your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
that all should follow the example of his great humility: 
mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

adoraTion
Open my eyes and I shall see,
incline my heart and I shall desire,
order my steps and I shall walk
in the path of your commandments.
O Lord God, be my God,
and beside you let there be no other,
none else, nothing else with you.

Let me adore and worship you
and serve you in truth of spirit,
in reverence of body,
in blessing of lips,
in private and in public.              (Launcelot Andrewes)

THe Holy gospel according To sT JoHn 12.120-36
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. ‘Now my 
soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for this reason that 
I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, 
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‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is 
the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
The crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains for ever. How can 
you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?’ Jesus said to them, ‘The light 
is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. 
If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe 
in the light, so that you may become children of light.’ After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid 
from them.

a prayer For illuminaTion 
Incline, O Lord, your merciful ears, and illuminate the darkness of our hearts by the light of your 
visitation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Gelasian Sacramentary)

sir, We WisH To see Jesus

We have seen the stained-glass Son of God, 
dappled display of sanctity,
serenely glancing down from lofty heights, 
centre-stage, all eyes gaze upon him: good shepherd, teacher, healer, friend of children, mystical 
moments of miracle.
We have seen the Sculpted Saviour, snap-frozen in time, carrying cross, or falling, or reigning in 
majesty.  
We have seen the Crucified Christ in metal and wood, writhing in agony, giving up the ghost.
And we have seen the Mosaic Messiah, contemplative and timeless with hands outstretched in 
benediction. 
We have seen this Jesus of lead, glass, marble, wood, plaster, paint and stone.  

But do we wish to see Jesus? 
Dare we squint and strain to see him in three dimensions
the Icon behind the icon? 
Can we behold the flesh and blood Jesus 
in the boy-child scavenging in the squalid slum for
something to eat so his day’s work will be done;
or the girl-child, who runs at a loss
unless through mergers and acquisition
her stocks in fertility rise; 
Or in the salary man, enslaved to a numb life of conforming and consuming, 
And the woman struggling and juggling expectations to be and do it all? 
The prisoner, broken and wasted, and the patient now beyond repair,
The hollow, lonely, unloved ones
That frighten, disgust or offend ?
The politically problematic refugee?, 
The world-weary depressive?, the junkie?
Look into their eyes, if you wish to see Jesus. 

And do we dare see a glimpse of him 
as we glance at our hands and feet, 
our own being, in our bodes which are fed
by blood of wine and flesh of bread? 
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praying 
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. 
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. 
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy. 
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. Amen.
(St Augustine) 

Lord, I seek your light:
lead me out of the darknesses of guilt, shame, fear, confusion, doubt and sorrow. 
Give me an increase of faith, hope and love. 
Lord, open my eyes to see you:
in the poor, the hungry, the lost, the broken, the down-trodden.

Lord, I bring before you the darknesses of this world, particularly the challenges of this time of 
pandemic, but also the plight of the poor, the refugees, the suffering ... may your glorious light of 
love, helaing and hope shine in our world. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

a prayer For Holy Week 
O Father, most merciful, who in the beginning didst create us, and by the passion of Thine only 
begotten Son hast created us anew, work in us now, we beseech Thee, both to will and to do of 
Thy good pleasure. And forasmuch as we are weak, and can do no good thing of ourselves, grant 
us Thy grace and heavenly benediction, that in whatsoever work we engage we may do all to 
Thy honour and glory; and that, being kept from sin and daily increasing in good works, so long 
as we live in the body we may ever show forth some service to Thee; and after our departure 
may receive pardon of all our sins, and attain eternal life; through Him who, with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen.      
        (St Anselm of Canterbury)

close
Now to that God, who has suffered so much for us, who at one giving has conferred on us so 
many good things, and will yet confer so many more, to this God let every creature who is in 
heaven or upon the earth, in the sea or in the depth of the abyss, render praise, glory, honour and 
blessing. He is himself our virtue and our strength. He alone is good, lofty, almighty, admirable, 
and glorious; the only holy, worthy of praise and blessed through ages of ages. Amen.  (St 
Francis of Assisi)
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Wednesday in Holy Week 

invocation and opening prayer
In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Lord, may your glory fill the shadowy places, 
the daknesses in our world and within us. 
May your light lead us away from temptation,
showing us your Way to follow. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy. 

collect
Almighty and everlasting God, 
of your tender love towards us you sent your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
that all should follow the example of his great humility: 
mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

tHe Holy gospel according to st JoHn 13.21-3
After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray 
me.’  The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking.  One of his disciples—
the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him;  Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask 
Jesus of whom he was speaking.  So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’  Jesus 
answered, ‘It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’ So when 
he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot.  After he received the piece 
of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, ‘Do quickly what you are going to do.’  Now no one 
at the table knew why he said this to him.  Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, 
Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the festival’; or, that he should give something to the poor.  
So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.  When he had gone 
out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.

and it Was nigHt
Darkness falls 
tension rises
and it was night.
Betrayal slinks off to do his duty
breaking bonds, mocking past love.

He doesn’t chase after him, 
doesn’t try to talk him down, no pleading, 
no bargaining, no power-sharing plans,
no fight-back, no counter-plot,
no retreat or escape.
He just remains, 
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abandoned and resigned to his to fate, 
he remains
and through his remaining 
will make the deepest dark of night 
the clearest day. 

praying 
Blessed are the poor in Spirit: for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
    Lord, pardon my faults, and incline my heart to obey you, that I may inherit this blessing. 
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
Lord, pardon my faults, and incline my heart to obey you, that I may inherit this blessing. 
 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
        Lord, pardon my faults, and incline my heart to obey you, that I may inherit this blessing. 
Blessed are they which hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 
  Lord, pardon my faults, and incline my heart to obey you, that I may inherit this blessing. 
 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
    Lord, pardon my faults, and incline my heart to obey you, that I may inherit this blessing. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
      Lord, pardon my faults, and incline my heart to obey you, that I may inherit this blessing. 
 Blessed are the Peace-makers: for they shall be called the children of God. 
    Lord, pardon my faults, and incline my heart to obey you, that I may inherit this blessing. 
  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
    Lord, make me ready in heart and body to obey thee in every thing, that I may inherit all these blessings in the 
Kingdom of our Lord Jesus. Amen.

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

close

Be, Lord, within me to strengthen me,
without me to preserve,
over me to shelter,
beneath me to support,
before me to direct,
behind me to bring back,
round about me to fortify.                          (Lancelot Andrewes) 
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Bring us, O Lord God, at our last awakening, into the house and gate of heaven, to enter into that 
gate and dwell in that house, where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling, but one equal light; 
no noise nor silence but one equal music; no fears nor hopes but one equal possession; no ends nor 
beginnings but one equal eternity; in the habitations of thy Majesty and thy Glory, world without 
end. Amen.

(John Donne) 
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Maundy Thursday

InTroducTIon 
The liturgy for Maundy Thursday is complex. It has an air of serenity, calling to love one another and 
to live out that same loving-service modelled by Christ to his disicples, which we emulate through the 
ritual washing of feet. We are then drawn into the intimacy of the Upper Room. Here we experience 
the intimacy of God present to us in the Sacrament and the fellowship of communion with all the 
faithful. Suddenly, the mood changes. The challenge to persevere in prayer, to keep vigil, to remain 
faithful lies before us as the sanctuary is stripped bare. The serenity and intimacy of earlier collapses as 
the  emotional disturbance of abandonment, fear and the gloom and anguish of this long night set in.

Today, unable to share in it, we have a heightened sense of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament. May our 
appreciation of its spiritual nourishment and benefits deepen within us in this period of isolation 
Eucharistic fasting.

InvocaTIon and openIng prayer
In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, that I will seek after, 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to visit his Temple. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy. 

collecT
Almighty and everlasting God, 
of your tender love towards us you sent your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
that all should follow the example of his great humility: 
mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
 

ThanksgIvIng
Thanks be to Thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits which Thou hast given us; for all the pains 
and insults which Thou hast borne for us. O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, may we 
know Thee more clearly, love Thee more dearly, and follow Thee more nearly; for Thine own sake. 
Amen.              (Richard of Chichester)

The holy gospel accordIng To sT John 13.17, 31-35 
 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  The devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper  Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
going to God,  got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that 
was tied around him.  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’  
Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’  Peter said to 
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him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’  
Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’  Jesus said to him, 
‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 
though not all of you.’  For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are 
clean.’  After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for 
that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  Very truly, 
I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them.  If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  When he had gone out, Jesus said, 
‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified 
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with 
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am 
going, you cannot come.”  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.’ 

 a prayer for holy Thursday 
Blessed be thy name, O holy Jesus, who, being to depart the world, didst comfort thy apostles, pouring 
out into their ears and hearts treasures of admirable discourses; who didst recommend them to thy 
Father with a mighty charity, and then didst enter into the garden set with nothing but briars and 
sorrows, where thou didst suffer a most unspeakable agony, until the sweat didst sigh and groan, and 
fall flat upon the earth, and pray, and I had deserved, and thou sufferest.     
                           (Jeremy Taylor) 

prayIng 
We, your disciples, know you Lord in the breaking of the bread and sharing of the cup. 
Until that day when we again break bread and share the cup in our churches, 
feed us Lord through your Holy Word, 
draw us close to you through the mystery of prayer. 

This day Lord, we uphold before you:
those abandoned by society, friends and family; 
those who have been betrayed; 
those who gladly and humbly serve others in your Name; 
those who administer your sacraments;
those who struggle to pray; 
those who turn to violence; 
those who struggle to be faithful. 

Merciful God, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. As 
we commit ourselves to following his example of love and service, teach us humility. 
On this night, Jesus prayed for his disciples to be one. As we grieve for the divisions in the church, 
unite us. 
On this night, Jesus prayed for those who would come to believe through the disciples’ message. As we 
take up the mission of the church, renew our zeal. 
On this night, Jesus commanded his friends to love, but he suffered rejection himself. As we open our 
hearts to the rejected and the unloved, fill us with your love. 
On this night, Jesus reminded his people that, if the world hated them, it had hated him first. As we 
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face our own fears, we pray for those who are persecuted for their faith; give us your peace. 
On this night, Jesus loved his friends to the very end, As we open our hearts to all who face 
darkness tonight, we pray for the sick, those who mourn, those trapped by violence, addiction, or 
pain: give healing and hope. 

a prayer for Those unable To receIve The sacraMenT
O my most loving Saviour, 
since I can not have the happiness of receiving Thee this day, 
suffer me to gather up the pre-cious crumbs that fall from Thy table, 
and to unite myself to Thy divine Heart by faith, hope, and charity.
I confess I do not deserve the children’s bread; 
but I venture humbly to declare that, away from Thee, 
my soul is dried up with thirst, 
and my heart cast down with faintness. 
Come, then, into me, O my divine Jesus! 
come into my mind, to illuminate it with Thy light; 
come into my heart, to enkindle in it the fire of Thy love, 
and to unite it so intimately with Thy own, 
that it may be no more I that live, 
but Thou that livest in me, 
and reignest in me forever. 

(Francis Nepveu SJ, Devotions for Mass,  trans. Francis A. Ryan)

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 The gospel accordIng To sT MaTThew 26:36 - 56

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began 
to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain 
here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you 
want.” Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could 
you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time 
of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the second time 
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and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and 
found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for 
the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” While he was still speaking, Judas, one 
of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and 
the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the 
man; arrest him. At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said 
to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.”  Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested 
him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the 
high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who 
take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will 
at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, 
which say it must happen this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with 
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and 
you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures may be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples deserted him and fled.
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