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A distinguished ministry
TO LEAD AND SERVE

The Venerable John Gibson who
has acted as locum while Brian was
on long service leave said: “Brian
has faithfully led and served us
over the past 10 years for which we
are most grateful. While there is
natural sadness that Brian's time
with us is coming to a conclusion it
has been a time when we have
much to be thankful for”.

T

his issue of Community, on the eve of his moving on,
recognises the contribution of our Rector, The
Venerable Dr Brian Douglas, to the life of Manuka Parish,
the Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn, and the Anglican
communion during the 10 years of his Ministry, the
second longest serving rector of the Parish.
Dr Douglas has led and nurtured Manuka Parish’s
liturgical tradition, with his distinguished academic
scholarship in sacramental theology and the Eucharist.
His length of service is an opportunity for the Parish to
reflect on the experience and pastoral relationships
developed during his time as a foundation for the way
forward as the Parish seeks a new Rector.
Dr Douglas has presided over the development of what
Eddie Braggett in his Camps, Settlements & Churches
describes as “a city church with territorial and national
characteristics, home to university graduations,
parliamentary church services, ecumenical gatherings, and
highly acclaimed musical concerts and recitals, a vital
centre of Anglicanism”.
Brian speaks with gratitude of having been privileged
to share with many people significant moments of their
lives: times of joy, times of worship, and times of
fellowship.
His departure marks the closing of a significant

chapter in the history of Anglican centres of worship in
the inner south of Canberra and the opening of a new one
for the Parish of Manuka.
Brian will remain Archdeacon of South Canberra,
working with the 10 parishes in the South Canberra
area. As Archdeacon he will also remain on Bishop-inCouncil, Ministry Executive, Anglican Diocesan Services
Board, the Board of Radford College and the Senior
Leadership Group of the Diocese.
He will also remain a member of the Professional
Standards Board and the Honorary Secretary of the ACT
Churches’ Council. In addition he will continue to teach
in the School of Theology at Charles Sturt University at St
Mark’s National Theological Campus in Canberra. He
has been awarded a Research Fellowship at Charles Sturt
University at the Australian Centre for Christianity and
Culture. I will be pursuing a research project called ‘The
Abundance of God’ which will examine the word
‘abundance’ in the Scriptures and then how this has been
worked out in the Anglican tradition.
“On the whole,” he reflected, “it has been an
enjoyable, fulfilling and challenging time. Thank you to
all the wonderful people who have supported me in my
ministry and in so doing supported the Parish. You all
remain in my prayers.

A platform for continuity and
change

T

he vocation of Priest as a calling
is ever changing in today’s
increasingly complex world. The
language of the church remains at the
heart of spiritual transformation. A
challenge for an incoming Rector is
to continue to shape pastoral life to
the new circumstances.
When the Chair of the Clergy
Appointments Board, The Rev’d Guy
Matthews began the consultation with
parishioners on their expectations of a
new rector, he spoke of the vows an
aspiring Priest takes during the
ordination service. “You know the
importance of this office”, the Bishop
reminds the ordinands. “As the
Lord’s messenger you know the
responsibility and significance of this
office to proclaim the gospel of Jesus
Christ”.
The ordination service becomes
the platform on which the new Priests
are to build their ministry. “Our Lord
Jesus Christ”, the Bishop proclaims,
“summons us all to obedience and
discipleship, a people belonging to
God, to make Christ known in all the
world. You are responding to the call
of God and of the Church to live and
work as a priest, a pastor and teacher,
for God’s glory and the strengthening
of God’s people”.
The instruments of the ordination
service embody the relationship
between clergy and the laity in
responsive partnership.
“You are to encourage and build
up the body of Christ, preaching the
word of God, leading God’s people
in prayer, declaring God’s
forgiveness and blessing, faithfully
ministering the sacraments of God’s
grace with reverence and care.
“Never forget’, The Bishop adds,
“how great a treasure is placed in

your care, purchased at the cost of
Jesus’ own life”.
The Bishop exhorts them to be a
teacher taught by the Lord in
wisdom and holiness. “Therefore.”
the Bishop says, “apply yourself
with diligence and care, and fashion
your life and ministry in accordance
with Christ’s example. Clothe
yourself with humility; be constant
in prayer, study the Scriptures
wholeheartedly, reflecting with
God’s people upon their meaning”.
The ministry of a parish is
deeply connected to the life of the
local community. It is where
refreshment and renewal begin in
the hearts and minds of those who
kneel in prayer in the presence of an
unseen God.
Ministers and church leaders are
constantly re-framing the ways in
which they understand the situations
unfolding around them in response
to cultural change.
Given the profile and
constituency of Manuka Parish and
its congregations drawn from the
wider Canberra, a new Rector has
the opportunity to contribute to and
build on the foundation of liturgical
worship established seamlessly by
successive Rectors, exercising their
own gifts and in their own voice,
consolidated in sacramental
understanding through the Ministry
of Archdeacon Douglas over the last
decade.
We proclaim and celebrate the
Christian message from different
perspectives. Together, clergy and
laity, we individually shape our
religious experience with the gifts
we share as one body of the church.
Parishioners wait to welcome the
new Rector to open a new page on

the history of the Diocese as we
together continue to proclaim the
‘good news’ of Jesus Christ. With
the encouragement and support of
Archdeacon Douglas Community has
sought to play a role in reporting the
spirit of Manuka Parish, where the
voices of Parishioners can shine their
own light on all that the church does
in “thought, word and deed”.
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History four years on
EDDIE BRAGGETT
At the invitation of Community Eddie Braggett updates his Camps,
Settlements and Churches: History of Anglican Centres of Worship as one
chapter closes and another opens on the Parish of Manuka. Eddie’s
history update provides further background to the ministry of our
departing Rector.

S

unday 3rd of August 2014 was a
joyous occasion at St Paul's as
the congregation celebrated 100 years
of operation and worship. The church
recalled its commencement in a tin
Mission Hall in Kingston in 1913, its
move to Manuka in 1939, and its ever
-widening influence in the national
capital.
That centenary was only four
years ago: much has happened since,
allowing us once again to reflect on
our history. This is particularly
opportune as it coincides with the
resignation of the rector, the
Venerable Dr Brian Douglas, in
August 2018.
The church, originally designed to
meet local needs only, is now a city
church with parish, city, and national
functions and responsibilities.
Congregation numbers have grown
over the past four years with 10am
services increasing from 120 to 150;
8am services from 30 to 40; choral
evensong from 50 to over 100; and
Easter and Christmas attendances
constantly reaching 1,350.
The annual Children's Nativity
Play performance has attracted
attendances over 400. Specialised
services have provided for smaller
numbers: the 7am service, the
Wednesday Eucharist, two weekly
services at St David's, and a monthly
Healing Service led by the Venerable
John Gibson.
Reflecting its territory and
national influence, the church has
hosted services to commemorate
Queen Elizabeth II's long reign; the

Canberra celebration of the Bible
Society of Australia BiCentenary; a Protocol service for
23 bishops and archbishops in
2018; and a special gathering of
the Order of St John of
Jerusalem.
To celebrate her Majesty's
90th birthday, an inspiring
ecumenical choral evensong
service was held in March 2017
with the Governor-General,
parliamentarians, and clergy of
other denominations attending.
The Parish has benefitted
from an enthusiastic and
dedicated Council that has guided
both St Paul's and St David's. At
present it oversees proposed
Diocesan developments on the St
Paul's site.
The Parish Arts Foundation
has contributed to the restoration
of the church roof, the
replacement of bell ropes, organ
pipes, choir music, an organ
scholarship fund, and the
purchase and installation of St
Cuthbert's Anglican Church
organ at the front of the church.
The A.C.T. National Trust
Heritage Fund has likewise
assisted in the restoration of the
roof and replacement of church
doors.
With an ageing church
population, the parish has
maintained a compassionate
outreach program visiting
hospitals and people's homes, and
provided chaplaincy/services in

aged care facilities at Jindalee,
Mountain View, Carey Gardens and
Morling Lodge. The Op Shop has
met local needs each week.
In another venture, parishioners
have contributed to the Verandah, a
support centre for the needy in
nearby flats but this ministry will
cease with the closure of the flats in
2018. St David's has been involved
in additional outreach programs
from its own funds.
Concerned with the plight of
refugees in the community, a parish
meeting in 2015 established a
Refugee Action Group that has
enthusiastically organised Fork and
Talk gatherings, quiz nights, film
screenings, and information
sessions, as well as combining with
other community groups to provide
clothing, furniture and funds for
particular families. The parish has
been indebted to Les Böhm and the
Refugee Committee for its outreach
initiatives, and to the Trading Table
for its financial support.
An earlier parish outreach
program, Carpenter's Kids,
provided support for the physical
and educational needs of up to 50
children in the Matumbulu Parish of
Tanzania, but with the wind-down
of this program, our activities have
now been directed to water projects
and refugee support.
Parish Council has recently
explored the feasibility of providing
a safe shelter for homeless older
women but, while supporting the
concept, is in no position to proceed
for practical reasons. As an
alternative, parishioners have been
encouraged to fund Street Swags
that cost $99 each; to donate to the
Northside Safe Shelter; or to train as
volunteers over winter 2018.
One specialised outreach
program has been Education for
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
Ministry (EfM), a four-year in-depth
course on the Christian faith, while
Bible study programs and Lenten
studies have further aimed to
strengthen faith and spiritual
understanding.
Monthly Discovery meetings
have provided worship and
education through a wide range of
community speakers, and an active
Walking Group has maintained a
varied program for walkers around
Canberra and Namadji National
Park.
The administration and running
of the parish is a commercial
venture of some magnitude with an
annual budget in excess of half a
million dollars and a weekly
expenditure close to $10,000. It
involves two churches, three fulltime clergy and a full-time Office
Administrator.
The growing complexity of the
rector's role was acknowledged
when The Rev'd Susan Bridge was
appointed as an Assistant Priest,
first on a part-time basis and then
full-time. On Susan's later
acceptance of a scholarship for
theological study at Oxford
University, her position was filled
by the Rev'd Alipate Tuineau in
January 2017.
In the meantime, the parish was
most fortunate to acquire the
services of The Rev'd Kelvin Harris
as Deacon Assistant for two years.
He was a member of the Australian
Defence Force and was assigned to
St Paul's to receive ministry
experience where he completed
theological studies and was ordained
a priest in 2017.
The rector's role was further
broadened and increased when he
was collated Archdeacon of South
Canberra. Fortunately, honorary

priests with a wealth of experience
have continued to provide
invaluable assistance by taking
services: the Venerable Hartley
Hansford, the Venerable John
Gibson, the Rev'd Dr John Moses,
the Rev'd Sandie Kaine, the Rev'd
Elaine Farmer, the Rev'd Robert
Willson, the Rev'd Emma Street and
the Rev'd Peter Pocock. Kay
Pendlebury, Gloria Dowling and
Toni Ralli have provided pastoral
assistance, with Gloria eventually
taking vows as a Sister of the
Community of the Holy Name, and
Kay being ordained as Deacon. The
Rev'd Canon John Campbell has
been the Priest at St David's and the
Rev'd Peter Malone the Warden of
St David's Close.
Both St Paul's and St David's
have been blessed by dedicated
parishioners who quietly contribute
to worship and church dignity: the
sanctuary team, readers and
intercessors, sides people, those who
clean the church and prepare the
altar, flower arrangers, tapestry/
handcraft groups, and teams who
provide breakfast and morning tea
each Sunday.
Others have concentrated on
property maintenance and clearing
the grounds, while a hard working
group, led by Ros and Robert
Deane, have raised funds for major
hall renovations.
t Paul's has conducted annual
fetes, each contributing $18,00 to
$19,000 to church funds. In 2018 St
David's revived its popular incomeproducing Garage Sale.
Publications, publicity, and
record keeping have been
maintained through the parish's
website and the quarterly news
magazine, Community. George
Menham has achieved a remarkable
record of editing and publishing 45
high quality issues of Community

over 10 years.
Underlying all church activities
has been the pivotal importance of
worship of God. In the words of the
rector: 'Our strength is always our
worship. We must start with worship
and go on from there.' To this end,
there has been a strong and
increasing influence of AngloCatholic tradition – a traditional
prayer book service and emphasis on
the presence of Christ in the
Eucharist. Pageantry, colour, Sanctus
bells, robes, candles and tradition
have become central in heightening
the sense of worship. Our nationally
acclaimed bell ringers have called
people to worship each Sunday and
on special occasions and have added
to the joy of the worship.
A major input and influence has
been the church's tradition of fine
music, both at St Paul's and St
David's. The hybrid pipe/digital
organ has been extended and the
appeal of the choir has widened
under the directorship of Matthew
Stuckings and the Igitur Nos
Chamber Choir. There has been
constant recognition of the quality of
the music and its contribution to the
beauty of worship.
And so, four years have passed
since the church's centenary
celebrations in 2014, a time in which
the parish has witnessed to the
suburb, city and nation.
The Rector who has faithfully
guided the church for the last eleven
years has now resigned from his
incumbency but not from academic
and diocesan administrative duties.
The church is grateful to him for his
spiritual guidance, his pastoral care,
and his ongoing concern and
friendship.
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The Eucharist: The core
component of Christian Worship
THE REV’D DR JOHN MOSES

F

or the Anglican Church, which
recites the catholic creeds in its
liturgy, Church and Bible have
always stood in a reciprocal
relationship. Archdeacon Brian
Douglas’ The Eucharistic Theology
of Edward Bouverie Pusey makes
this point emphatically.
Dr Douglas is one of the foremost
and internationally recognised
Anglican scholars in the country. His
work on the leading theological mind
in the Oxford movement, Edward
Bouverie Pusey (1800-1882), lives
up to the high standards that he has
already set.
The focus in this book is on the
core component of Christian
worship, the Eucharist. Dr Douglas
examines very perceptively the role
that Biblical scholarship has played
in the evolution of Pusey’s thought.
One learns that Pusey was far
from being a “Romaniser” and that
through his studies in Germany in
particular to becom more proficient
in the Old Testament languages he
became closely and warmly
associated with the leading German
scholars of the day. They were all
Lutherans from Berlin, Göttingen
and Bonn universities.
Pusey was, in short an ecumenist
before his time and clearly one who
grasped the importance of “looking
over the fence” to bring new ideas
into the country to avoid inwardlooking stagnation. A church is like a
lake; if it is not fed from a stream of
fresh water it will become brackish
and eventually become incapable of
supporting life in any form and will
die. Judging from the vigour of
scholars like Dr Douglas and many
others it is far from dying.

Dr Douglas’ research. Is
impressive. He is certainly a
scholar who “looks over the
fence”. By publishing in the
prestigious series, AnglicanEpiscopal Theology and History
edited by Paul Avis, he has
certainly received the highest
stamp of approval.
In describing the evolution of
Pusey’s thought on the nature of
the Eucharist Dr Douglas has
conscientiously re-examined the
work of previous scholars as his
exemplary “literature review”
illustrates. He finds that not a few
have been unjust to Pusey in their
possibly over-hasty assessments.
By virtue of his encompassing
research Dr Douglas has put all
others in his debt and written a
work that should be required
reading for all schools of thought
in Anglicanism. His diligent reappraisal shows that Pusey was the
product of a family whose
ancestors in their religious practice
were always focussed on the
Eucharist as the central form of
Anglican worship. So he was born
with a reverence for the Eucharist
in his blood.
In short, Pusey’s extensive
scholarship on the Eucharist
represents a continuum, not
innovation. Dr Douglas’ work
projects Pusey as an archetypical
Anglican and an independent and
creative theologian.
Dr Douglas devotes
considerable space to explain the
nature of Pusey’s Eucharistic
doctrine. One is reminded that it
was formulated in parallel to the
Romantic Movement in English

poetry. To this extent it is an
expression of the Zeitgeist when
William Wordsworth, John Keats
and Samuel Taylor Coleridge
became towering literary figures.
For Pusey and his colleague
John Keble who is famous also for
his Christian poetry, God’s
handiwork in Creation is not only
grasped scientifically, that is with
the ratio; the cosmos is a work of
art whose beauty can be
comprehended intuitively. So it is
with the Eucharist.
In this regard Pusey formulated
the concept of “moderate realism”
to sum up his understanding of the
sacrament. The real presence had
nothing to do with a fleshly
presence nor was it explained in
terms of “accidents” and
“substance” but the elements
nevertheless experience an
inexplicable change that is not
transubstantiation in the former
Thomist definition.
One detects in Pusey’s writing
an anticipation of Rudolf Otto’s
“sense of the numinous”, an aweinspiring act of worship which
defies explanation. The Church
simply obeys the dominical
injunctions: “This is my body; this
is my blood”. And here is well
known Anglican teaching.
Poetry does not convey
certainty, but it may well mediate
reality. Theologians of the Oxford
movement, led by Pusey and
Keble, invite us into that reality.
Dr Douglas has illuminated
Anglicanism and given us all
spiritual and intellectual
nourishment. It is indeed a
challenge to widen our horizons.
May he receive an extensive
readership.
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Music a key strength at St Paul’s
MATTHEW STUCKINGS
Director of Music

I

n the parish consultation
undertaken as part of the
discernment process for our next
rector, one of the key strengths of
the parish consistently identified by
many people was our musical
tradition.
Good music doesn’t just
happen. A strong team of dedicated
and talented musicians as well as
careful planning and preparation are
essential, but so too is committed
support and encouragement by
parish leaders.
During the 10 years that The
Venerable Brian Douglas has been
our rector, he has provided
unwavering commitment to our
music in the parish in many ways
that most people do not get to see,
but which have many ‘outward and
visible signs’.
It is not by accident that we
currently have six highly dedicated
and talented organists on our
monthly roster at St Paul’s, who are
all glad of the opportunity to play
for worship at St Paul’s, as well as a
healthy line-up of guest organists
keen to visit and give recitals
throughout the year.
Neither is it any accident that
music continues to attract new
people to our midst, especially in
our monthly Choral Evensong
services and of course our highly
popular annual carol services.
Many of us are aware that Brian
carefully plans each and every
liturgy he leads with thoughtfulness
and care, never losing sight of his
calling to glorify God and build up
the community of God’s people. In
my experience, he rightly expects

the best from all who exercise
liturgical and pastoral ministries,
but he never micro-manages and
he always allows the Holy Spirit
do its work. These are rare
qualities and we should not take
them for granted.
Brian also played a pivotal
role in the overhaul of the St
Paul’s organ that began as far back
as 2009. This project saw the
installation of our beautiful
terraced console and the addition
of several new ranks of pipes,
including the famed Trumpets
Royal. Brian supported the
addition of the Walker organ to our
sanctuary last year.
He has ensured that the parish
continues to fund the position of
director of music, and that funding
from Arts Foundation is readily
available to buy new music and
pay additional singers and
instrumentalists as needed. His
generosity and flexibility enabled
me to commute from Sydney to
Canberra each week while I was
undertaking full time study over
the last three years.
In thanksgiving for Brian’s
support for music in the parish, the
St Paul’s Choir and Igitur Nos
Chamber Choir combined to lead
the music on Sunday 1 July. Brian
loves the sacred music of the
Renaissance so the choirs sang a
motet by Palestrina, Exultate Deo,
and a fabulous 9-part setting by
Victoria, Missa Pro Victoria
(‘Mass for Victory’). During
communion, we sang Haydn’s
‘The heavens are telling’ from his
well-known oratorio The Creation,
during which we were pleased to

inaugurate the pair of timpani (kettle
drums) recently purchased for the
parish by the Arts Foundation.
Igitur Nos has received
invitations to sing daily services as
visiting choir-in-residence at
Canterbury, Hereford and St
Alban’s Cathedrals in July 2020.
The choir is very excited about this
opportunity.
Over the last five years, Brian
has generously allowed Igitur Nos
to rehearse and hold concerts at St
Paul’s in return for providing music
for services from time to time, and it
is in no small part due to his
generosity and commitment to a
vibrant liturgical music program at
St Paul’s that these opportunities
have arisen. For all of this we thank
you, Brian, and wish every blessing
upon you and Jane as you move into
the next phase of your ministry.
Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord! (Psalm 150)

A “ringable”
Rector

I

n 2008, knowing that clergy tend
to have mixed views about
bellringers, we awaited the arrival
of the new Rector.
We soon learnt that he had
grown up at All Saints Parramatta
which, for over 150 years, has been
one of the mainstays of bellringing
in Sydney and Australia. Within a
very short time we were proud to
tell everyone that St Paul's Manuka
had “The Most ‘Ringable Rector’ in
Australia”.
We are all grateful for the
Rector's constant support of
ringing, his understanding of
ringers' anomalies and wish him
and his family a happy and well
deserved retirement.
Julie Doyle on behalf of St Paul's
Bellringers
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Expressing a community of faith
In conversation with the Rector - 12 months on
Community February 2009
I come to you with the vocation of
being parish priest uppermost in
mind. I wish to serve God and
God’s people in the place you
know and love. I wish to work to
the best of my ability to bring the
message of Christ to all in
everything we do and say
together.”

It is now over 12 months since, with
those words, The Rev’d Dr Brian
Douglas introduced himself to the
parishioners of St Paul’s and St
David’s and was installed as the
Parish’s new Rector.
Since his installation, Brian and
his wife, Jane, have participated fully
in the ministry of St Paul’s, St
David’s and St Luke’s and in the
wider life of the Diocese of Canberra
and Goulburn.
Through his sermons and actions
Brian has honoured the commitments
he made in his first pastoral letter,
affirming his mission as Parish Priest‚
to provide liturgical worship that
honours the rich tradition of the
parish and above all honours God, to
lead the pastoral care of the parish
and together with other parishioners
to care for one another in Christian
love and service.
Since coming to Canberra Brian
has presided over the extension of the
Parish into a Combined Ministry
District incorporating St Paul’s, St
David’s, Red Hill and St Luke’s,
Deakin and to strengthen the
Ministry.
Brian’s has been a journey from
school principal to parish priest.
With his academic background he has
continued to join education and
religion. Before coming to St Paul’s
he taught religious education at
Newcastle Grammar School. In 1994
he was offered a full-time position as
School Chaplain at Meriden School,
an Anglican School for Girls at
Strathfield in Sydney. Brian
exercised a chaplaincy and teaching
role at Meriden for six years.

In 2001 he returned to
Newcastle as the first full time
School Chaplain at Newcastle
Grammar School. Brian cites as one
of his greatest privileges the chance
to establish the Board of Studies
subject ‘Studies of Religion’ at both
Meriden and Newcastle Grammar
and to encourage senior students to
undertake an academic study of
religion and its place in the life of
people.
Over seven years Brian served
the wider Diocese of Newcastle in a
number of capacities, including
examining chaplain, an honorary
priest and later a Canon of Christ
Church Cathedral, and a lecturer in
theology at St John’s College,
Morpeth and St Mark’s, Canberra.
Born in Sydney in 1950, Brian
grew up in the Anglican Church at
the parish of All Saints, North
Parramatta. He trained as a primary
school teacher at Westmead
Teachers’ College and was
appointed to various teaching
positions in New South Wales. He
completed a Bachelor of Arts
(Honours) degree at Macquarie
University, graduating in 1979,
majoring in education and
psychology. When he left the
Department of Education he was a
Deputy Principal in a large
metropolitan primary school.
In 1990 Brian responded to a
call to ordained ministry. He
studied for the degree of Bachelor of
Divinity at the Melbourne College
of Divinity as an ordination
candidate for the Diocese of
Newcastle. He was ordained priest
in 1992. With an interest in the
study of theology and philosophy,
Brian’s postgraduate degrees of
Master of Theology (Honours) at
Charles Sturt University in 1999 and
Doctor of Philosophy at the
University of Newcastle in 2006
explored the Anglican Eucharistic
tradition and examined the
philosophical assumptions
underlying Anglican Eucharistic

theology and the ramifications for
theological education.
Brian’s theological studies have
leant heavily on an examination of
the work of the German critical
theorist and philosopher, Jurgen
Habermas. Habermas' theory of
communicative action has affected
Brian's ministry helping him to avoid
the simplistic divide between the
entrenched views of Anglican
Catholics and Anglican Evangelicals.
This in turn has led to a belief in
the power of reflection and dialogue
which helps to avoid an over
commitment to one interest or to a
relentless rebuttal of the views of the
other. Here Brian draws on
Habermas, one of the most powerful
voices of philosophy in the twentieth
century.
Habermas argues that we must
not abandon but transform the
rational and experiential processes
that have made us who and what we
are. Brian argues that Habermas’
work helps us to understand that
while we remain exclusively
committed to our own interests and
particular traditions, whether they be
Anglican Catholic or Anglican
Evangelical, we remain insulated
from critiques that are outside our
immediate frame of reference and our
own party interests.
Such unreflective behaviour
focuses on ‘our’ truth alone rather
than ‘truth’ itself, leading us to a
bondage which prevents us from
knowing any deeper truth. “We
need,” Brian says, “to be careful not
to assume that ‘our’ truth is the only
truth. Perhaps there is a need for us to
be pointed beyond words, reason and
meaning to the breadth and depth of
our spiritual experience where God
comes close to us with the promise of
hope and life.
This is the moment of hope –
hope for shared experience in the life
of Christ as the body of Christ and
not as people committed exclusively
to a particular party opinion. Hope
shared in those moments does not
depend on reason or evidence – they
are too limited - but depends instead
on our experience of the love of God
and the love we share with one
another as we stand before our Lord.
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“Peace be with you”
A post-Easter reflection
(John 20: 19-31)

THE REV’D ROBERT WILLSON

S

ir David Wilkie, the famous
Scottish artist, painted a
picture, which he called “The
reading of the will”. There sits the
lawyer with spectacles on his nose,
the family crowded around, eagerly
listening to hear how the deceased
has divided up his estate and who
receives what. One listens through
an ear trumpet, a woman looks
resigned to the fact that she is not
going to be mentioned.
When Jesus left his disciples he
gave his last Will and Testament.
He had no money or land or
property to leave them. He gave
them something more precious. He
said: “Peace I leave with you”.
Peace was his parting gift to them.
The Roman poet Horace has a
marvellous line in his Satires.
Loosely translated: “Why do you
laugh? Change the name and the
story is about you”
That is the key to the study of the
Bible and especially the Holy Week
and Easter story. In Scripture we
have the marvellous story of
Almighty God interacting with his
Creation and his people. The stories
we read in the Gospels are our
stories. As we hear again the old but
ever new story of the Resurrection
of Christ and his meetings with his
friends, where are we in that story?
Hear the name “Peter” and insert
your name. Hear the name
“Thomas” and where are you? Hear
the name “Judas” and am I there?
In ancient Rome when a man
stood for public office he often took
off his toga to show the wounds he
had received in the service of the
Empire. So Jesus came and stood

among the Disciples and showed
them his wounds. Let us look again
through the marvellous Gospel of St
John and think about the key words,
always asking “Is it I, Lord?”
Fear: I can powerfully relate to
that word that day. There they were,
hiding for fear of the Jews. The
doors were locked for fear that they
would be recognised as Peter had
been recognised. What are you
afraid of today? What frightens me
now?
Overjoyed: On seeing the Lord
the disciples were overjoyed.
Words must have failed them.
Suddenly the pathetically locked
doors were irrelevant. Tear those
doors open. The Risen Lord was
with them, with the blood still
drying on the wounds but he was
alive and that was all that mattered.
Peace be with you: What was
the first thing Jesus said? Did he
say as we might have said: “Where
were you when I needed you?”
“Why did you run away”? No, what
he said was simply what he says to
you and me: “Peace be with you”.
Saying that, he simply cancels out
their running away. Change the
name and the story is about us.
He breathed on them: It is the
breath of life. It gets our lungs,
starved of oxygen, working again.
We can remember Genesis. How did
God bring Adam to life when he is
created from clay? He breathed on
him. “Breathe on me breath of God”
as the famous hymn puts it.
In a sense those disciples were
dead in their fear and sense of
having utterly failed their Lord. He
breathed on them and said: “Receive

the Holy Spirit.” Jesus, the one
who was so recently dead is alive
and he breathes the breath of life
into those disciples, once so weak
but now filled with his Spirit. He
forgives them by his breath and
now he gives them the same spirit
of power to forgive others.
So we have those profound
words: “Whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven….” All of us can
discover a ministry of forgiveness
and power in the Spirit. We pray:
“Forgive us our sins as (meaning
as much as) we forgive others.”
Thomas the absentee: Does
Thomas speak for all of us in our
sceptical 21st century? He hears the
story and says that he wants to
touch the very wounds of Christ.
“Change the name and story is
about you and me”. We doubt and
we want to see the evidence.
A week later Jesus appears
again and gives the same
benediction: “Peace”. He asks
Thomas to put him to the test.
Thomas simply says: “My Lord
and my God”
Thomas said he could not
believe unless he saw and touched
the wounds. We also need
something that we can see and
touch and so Jesus appointed the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. If
you are worried that God is just an
imaginary friend then the
Sacrament reminds us of his Real
Presence.
So, finally, it is as if Jesus turns
away from Thomas and looks
directly at us, and says: “Blessed
are those who have not seen and
yet believe.” That is you and that
is me. Jesus steps out of the pages
of the Gospel and stands beside us.
Jesus comes to us and says: “Peace
be with you”. Then it was Thomas
but change the name and the story
is about us.
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Miniature prayer books find a spiritual home

A

t a special short service, against the
backdrop of the peaceful setting of St
Mark’s chapel, two rare miniature 100 year
old prayer books were handed over for
permanent display and safe keeping in the
theological centre’s library, a gift from Rob
and Christine May, worshippers at St Paul’s 8
AM Sunday service.
Rob had taken the prayer books to St
Paul’s Bible Exhibition to be evaluated.
They attracted great interest from both St
Mark’s librarian and the Bible Society which
valued them at several hundred dollars.
“I decided against selling them, “ Rob
said, “but to donate them to St Mark’s for
permanent display”. While St Mark’s and the
Bible Society have miniatures these were
seen to be especially small. Rob’s
grandmother bought one in 1911. They were,
as Rob explained, turn of the century prayer
books.
One is a prayer book, the other a prayer
book with Hymns Ancient and Modern. Both
came to Rob from his grandmother via his
mother. “I can remember seeing Gran
carrying one of them tucked into the top of
her glove, going to St James Church, Bratton,
my mother taking one to St Michael and All
Angels, Pinhoe, and I took the larger one to
church once or twice when I was choir boy”,
Rob recalled.
Towards the end of the 1800s,
technology was allowing miniaturisation of
type-set printing, and miniature books were
made to commemorate the new century:
these two are among the smallest, and most
ended up in dolls houses. A whole library of
miniatures was made just for Queen Mary in
Windsor Castle. Most of the ones sold were
treated as oddities and soon lost. Some were
bought for use, as these were, as they fitted
inside a lady's glove and were easily readable
(with a pince nez, if necessary) in a well lit
church.
The books have been catalogued and are
on display in the foyer cabinets, to be rotated
with other displays.

Rob presents the prayer books to the
Director of St Mark’s Theological
Centre, The Reverend Dr Andrew
Cameron.

Christine May, Rob May,
Librarian Susan Philips,
and Dr Cameron
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Thanksgiving
for The
Verandah
25 years of outreach service

S

ome 25 years ago parishioners
of three churches—Canberra
Baptist Church, St Paul’s and
Wesley Uniting Church—came
together to provide hospitality and
welfare in a shared ministry for the
residents of the Stuart Flats, a
housing complex of 146 units
adjacent to St Paul’s. The Verandah,
as it was called, was a casual lounge
room where three days a week
residents could drop in for lunch
provided by rostered volunteers and
donations of food, a welcoming
meeting place. The units are now to
be demolished for redevelopment.
Most residents have moved out,
leaving behind empty buildings, a
silent reminder of the people who
once lived there, chatting with
committed volunteers over coffee,
tea, snacks: a poignant end to an era
and one of Manuka Parish’s most
significant outreach projects.
To recognise the enduring
relationships established between
the volunteers and the residents a
special thanksgiving service was
held on Sunday 17 June at Canberra
Baptist Church, Kingston. Ministers
from the three churches, The Rev’d
Belinda Groves (Baptist Church),
The Venerable Dr Brian Douglas (St
Paul’s) and The Rev’d Dr Ockert
Meyer (Wesley Uniting Church)
conducted the service.
Preaching the sermon, drawing
on the project’s Biblical
foundations, Dr Douglas spoke of
the significance of the bonded
relationship: “We have reached out
to others in the name of Christ;
many times we have realised that

Photo: Rebecca Hilton
Christ is reaching out to them
through the people who have come
to The Verandah. We give thanks
for all the volunteers who showed
the face of Christ”.
The history of The Verandah
dates back to 1994 when ACT
Housing asked the Canberra Baptist
Church if they would be prepared
to set up a community room at the
Stuart Flats. A ground floor flat
was made available for this
purpose. The Canberra Baptist
Church sought the assistance of
other churches in the area to join
them in what has been a defining
ecumenical activity.

“Jesus knew what it costs to
care for people,” Dr Douglas said.
“That is why he told the story we
have heard in our Bible reading
today. He tells those who are
listening that it is right to give him
friendship, as well as food and
drink, clothing and shelter. They
say, well yes Lord, but when did
we ever see you friendless, or
thirsty or hungry or naked or
without shelter and Jesus replies
that when someone does this for the
least important member of his
family, then they did it for him.
“What Jesus is saying is that in
(Continued on page 12)

THE BLESSING
Invited to stand, the volunteers received the final blessing offered by each
Minister.
Rev’d Belinda: For all of these people who volunteered at The Verandah we
give thanks to you, O Lord.
Rev’d Brian: For their recognition of the presence of God and their building
of the Kingdom of God in our community, we thank you.
Rev’d Ockert: For each of their stories so closely tied to the biblical story of
Jesus and his followers, we are grateful.
Rev’d Belinda: And as each of these people move out from this activity at
The Verandah may they continue to hear your call on their lives.
Rev’d Brian: Empower them to serve you with faith, love and hope as they
move into other areas of service, other activities of life.
Rev’d Ockert: God of the hungry and thirsty, of the stranger, of the naked,
of the sick or in prison, continue to bless each of these people who have
found you in their care for others and made the Kingdom real for us.
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Faith in times of anxiety
THE REV’D ALIPATE TUINEAU
In a sermon preached on Sunday 24 June The Rev’d Alipate Tuineau, in
the beauty of his own language, saw a parallel in the Gospel story of the
disciples in the company of Jesus in a fishing boat and his own experience
on a ferry trip between islands in Tonga, both reflecting the unseen presence of God and putting our faith in Him in the face of anxiety.
“When evening came, Jesus
said to his disciples, “Let us
go over to the other side.” The
disciples took Jesus along, just
as he was, in the boat. A
furious squall came up, and
the waves broke over the boat,
so that it was nearly
swamped. Jesus was sleeping
on a cushion in the stern. The
disciples woke him.“Teacher”,
they said, don’t you care if we
drown?” Jesus got up,
rebuked the wind and said to
the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”
Then the wind died down and
it was completely calm.(Mark
4:3, 5-41)

I

n life if someone says “life
always good” we have the right
to be suspicious. Because life is a
journey it has its ups and downs and
its challenges, as we hear from the
story of Jesus and the disciples’
voyage on the water.
Jesus must be very tired from his
ministry. The disciples have fear
and are concerned for their lives. I
am not sure if you have had a
similar experience. But I have seen
it as the disciples did.
In Tonga we have more than 150
islands and 36 of them are
inhabited. We live on the main
island Tongatap; my mother comes
from another island Haapai. I
remember I was 10 years old at the
time. My parents took us on a ferry
from the main island to my mother’s
island. It took us overnight.
A storm hit us, the waves were
so strong the wind was unbearable.
We were on the deck of the ferry
and we were wet all night. The ferry

nearly sank. The people were
singing hymns and a person stood
up and said prayers. I assumed he
must be a priest. I don’t remember
that the waves calmed down or the
wind ceased after the prayers. I do
know we made it to our destiny.
Recently in 2009 a ferry sank in
the same route and 74 people lost
their lives. One of our youth
members in the Anglican Church
had taken three of his friends to
accompany him for his marriage to a
young woman in the other island.
Unfortunately they all died on this
journey. Yes a journey in the ocean
can be rough and frightening and
lives can be lost, and the weather
can be nasty and unpredicted.
My experience reflects the
voyage that Jesus and his disciples
took, where nature took control. The
disciples were so frightened to a
point they were like little children
running to Jesus for help. The fear is
so great within the disciples that
they come to a point where they lose
control. They wake Jesus from his
deep sleep. “Teacher, do you not
care that we are perishing?” We
have to remind ourselves that four
of the disciples were professional
fishermen but still they do not know
what to do.
As Jesus spoke to the wind and
the sea they calmed down. There is
a divine presence that is revealed in
the way Jesus controlled the sea and
the wind. This can rewind our
theology to the beginning of time,
how God spoke and everything turn
out to be the sea, the land, the sky.

In the Gospel story the wind and
the sea hear his voice, they knew
who he was and they turn to obey
and be calm. They obey the one who
creates them all. And no wonder the
disciples ask “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey
him?”
As our fear for the challenges of
this world, whether it deals with our
job, family, individual concern,
unknown future and death
overwhelm us we tend to separate
ourselves from God.
The Gospel story reminds us to
trust Jesus is in our journey. We can
easily sink because our ability to
control the issues of life is so
narrow and limited. We need
someone who is capable of facing
the reality of life who knows it all,
who can calm our fear and worry.
When we trust the Lord we will rise
above those who try, like the story
of David and Goliath, to bring us
down. Fear within the Israelites
blinds them from seeing the
presence of God in their midst.
We face so many serious
challenges in life, like a storm, and
‘giants’ like Goliath that nearly bury
us alive. We need to remind
ourselves that Jesus is with us in our
journey. God is bigger than our fear.
When we face life with God, we
will always find a way forward.
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(Continued from page 10)
caring for others we care for Jesus.
Jesus lives in people. Jesus is
present in your life and mine - even
if we don't realise it or admit it”.
The service gave thanks “for the
many years members of God’s
family have been welcomed at The
Verandah, and that in this welcome,
Christ has been welcomed here, too”.
Together the congregation
prayed: “Loving God, you invite us
into a kingdom where the hungry are
fed, the thirsty are given something
to drink; and those who lack clothing
and shelter are cared for”.

“There is something within us
all that wants to reach out to others,
especially when we see them hurt”,
Dr Douglas said. “Sadly in our
modern world we sometimes push
these feelings away and say we
couldn’t do that or it is someone
else’s responsibility.
“Christ’s actions joined with
ours make us realise who and what
we are and how we should act in
the world. It means caring for
people in a way that shows a
commitment to justice and the
rights of people to be respected”.

A confirmation delayed

I

t was an important day for 88-year-old Enid Treadgold at Mountain View
on Thursday, 28 June when she was confirmed by Bishop Trevor
Edwards. Enid had been attending the Anglican services at Mountain View
since she arrived there last year but said she had never had a chance as a child
to be confirmed. Her father’s doctor had ordered him to get out of the city as
much as possible so on Sunday mornings they had always travelled into the
English countryside. During the war Enid had been a child performer,
travelling around the country playing the accordion for the troops. She was
usually working on a Sunday. Although as a child she went to Sunday school
she says she “sort of fell between the cracks” when it came to being
confirmed. After an adventurous life, she was very glad it had finally
happened.

Let there be light

M

anuka Parish’s Community
Outreach Group recently
launched a program to support the
work of the Anglican Church in the
Solomon Islands to improve the
lives of families in rural areas. The
fund raising has focused on a
project of “Bringing Lights to Rural
Communities”. The project is
managed in the Solomons by the
Anglican Church of Melanesia. In
Australia, the Anglican Church’s
overseas arm, Anglican Overseas
Aid is the international partner
supporting generally and specifically
with this project.
The program has facilitated the
sale of high quality household solar
systems through a network of trained
provincial agents. The agents are
women from the Mother’s Union of
the local parish in the province. The
project provides the installation
team, ensures that young people
(between the ages of 15 and 25),
usually males, train to provide the
local maintenance needed. Local
Savings Clubs are created to provide
finance training to help better
manage the family budgets and also
support identifying small business
opportunities.
While the Parish's support has
been directed towards the program,
an urgent need has been identified
to provide solar energy to the
Fauabu Health Clinic on Malaita
Island. Fauabu Health Clinic is
approximately six hours by boat
from Honiara. The Clinic is a small
‘hospital’ which has a reach of about
12,000 people and sees 600 patients
per day. It urgently needs solar
power. The hospital has had no
lighting since 2013.
On Sunday 14 October the
outreach group will hold a
“Solomons Fork & Talk” in the
church hall specifically to raise
funds towards providing a solar
infrastructure at the Health
Clinic. The group’s target is
$3,000 as a contribution to the
project.
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CARING FOR THE
HOMELESS

Offering Safe
Shelter and
warmth in winter

I

n the 10 weeks to 30 June, open
for all seven nights each week,
Safe Shelter ACT provided 219
“guest-nights”, for homeless men to
sleep in the halls donated by the
three participating churches.
In the same ten week period in
2017, but open only five nights each
week, the shelters provided a total of
160 guest-nights. Numbers have
varied from zero, on only two nights,
to six or seven, on several nights.
When Safe Shelter was being set
up in 2011-12, the ACT community's
concern was to make shelter
available every night to homeless
men in Canberra's winter, to provide
a few days either for them to sort out
their own issues or to allow welfare
agencies time to get them housed.
There have been over 40 separate
guests come to Safe Shelter this

winter. Some came for only one or
two nights and then disappeared,
hopefully to more permanent
accommodation. Others came for 48 weeks and then left. We don't
know where they went but,
presumably, they would have been
sleeping on the streets for that time
if Safe Shelter had not been open.
During the week ending
Saturday 14 July the crisis
accommodation service recorded its
busiest night since it was
established, as Canberra shivered
through its coldest morning so far
this year. As the temperature rose
close to minus 6 degrees on
Tuesday night, 10 July, the service
reached capacity and was forced to
turn some homeless people away,
the first time since the service was
started in 2013.
Possibly even more worrying
are the guests who have reappeared after a few weeks'
absence: presumably they had been
couch-surfing. Neither they nor the
longer-term “regular” guests seem

to have been supported
effectively by welfare services.
There are now over 140
volunteers who run the shelters,
on a self-selected one-night-permonth basis to make up for
attrition before Safe Shelter ACT
closes on 29 September. Anyone
interested should e-mail
safeshelteract@gmail.com for
details of what's involved.
The Rotary Club of
Tuggeranong, in conjunction
with the Salvation Army's
Tuggeranong Corps, has
commenced a pilot Safe Shelter
South, opening initially on
Sunday nights in the Salvation
Army’s hall in the Churches
Centre from 7.00 pm to 7.00 am
(doors locked at 10.00 pm). It is
hoped to expand the pilot project
eventually to include more
nearby halls, and cover seven
nights per week during
subsequent winters.
Richard Griffiths, Safe
Shelter ACT

With the endorsement of Parish Council, Manuka Parish is encouraging
parishioners to contribute to the running costs of Safe Shelter.
Parishioners have so far generously contributed $2,000 towards the
specific “Street-swags” appeal. St Paul's is now collecting for general
funds for Safe Shelter and we have received over $800 so far for Northside
Safe Shelter. Overall St Paul’s has raised a total of nearly $3,000 towards
Self Shelter for the homeless. In addition all food donations given to the
church now that The Verandah has closed will be sent to St John's Care to
distribute.
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W

hen Ness Carne came to
celebrate her 100th birthday
she told her family that all she
wanted for her birthday were
flowers. The St Paul's flower group
fulfilled the wish. They helped
create 10 tables of flowers, one
representing each decade of her life.
“They were works of art,” her
daughter, Anne Maybanks said.
Anne describes her mother as “very
much one of St. Paul's hidden
parishioners, as she is permanently a
resident in Mountain View, where
St. Paul's hold a regular monthly
service. She has not missed one in
the seven years she has been there”.
Ness’ centennial celebrations
began with a blessing from Bishop
Trevor Edwards on Thursday June
28, and concluded with a family
party at Mountain View on her
birthday Sunday on July 1.
She received official greetings
from the Queen, the Governor
General, and the Prime Minister.
Relatives attended from far North
Queensland, Tasmania and out back
of Burke.
Many old photos came with
relatives - some that Ness had
thought lost forever, as everything
that had belonged to her mother was
stolen when Ness was a child.
Of her mother’s life, Anne said:
“The celebration was a significant
event for a woman who has met the
vicissitudes of life with great grace,
dignity and resilience. She enjoyed
it hugely. And while she misses the
warmth of Queensland, she is
content to know she will not have to
contend with any more cyclones”.
Ness has seen out 25 Prime
Ministers in her lifetime. She has
always been interested in politics,
and still avidly watches Question
Time. When Senator Seselja asked
her which PM was her favourite, she
replied: "Billy Hughes!"
Anne expressed her
appreciation to Bishop Trevor ,
Father Alipate, who conducted the
service, and all at St Paul's who
joined in the celebration of her 100
years.

A Life Told in
Flowers

NESS CARNE'S FLORAL TRIBUTE STATIONS
CREATED BY THE ST PAUL'S FLOWER GROUP
Decade 1: 1918-1928 ORIENTAL
PINKS created by Anne
Maybanks
he major events in this decade
were the 1918 cyclone that
destroyed the family home at
Babinda, the birth of Ness and her
sister Dorrie in Cairns, and the
death of her mother when Ness was
five. We have only one photo of
her, received last year when Ness,
aged 99, finally got to see an image
of her half Chinese mother.

T

Decade 2: 1928-1938 SNOW
GUMS created by Anne Maybanks

I

n country Victoria, Ness went to
nine different primary schools as
she and her sister were sent to
various relatives during the
depression. Eventually her father
remarried and they settled on a
dairy farm at Nariel Creek outside
Corryong in the high country of the
Snowy Mountains. The farm had
its own orchard, with many old
varieties of apples and peaches.
Ness and her sister made their
debut, and also became the first
female junior clerks in their Shire.
Decade 3: 1938-1948 WHEAT &
RED POPPIES created by Claudia
Hyles

W

ork, war and marriage. Ness
remembers this as the best
time in her life, as she achieved her
municipal clerk's certificate and

became part of the essential services
in wheat country on the other side of
Victoria, in charge of petrol
rationing and asset lists. After her
election as secretary and treasurer of
the Northwest Victoria Shires &
Burroughs Association, a local
paper ran an article on their annual
convention entitled "100 men and a
girl". A brief career, ended by
marriage to Max in 1945. Her father
died soon after, and some of her
cousins did not return from war.
Their brave exploits feature in the
National War Museum.
Decade 4: 1948-1958 A BOWL OF
ROSES created by Lesley Jemeson

R

aising three girls and running
hardware, electrical and
grocery shops in a small country
town meant close community
friendships. Max and Ness were
great friends with Gordon and Ev
Hando with whom they played
bridge and bowls. Ness became a
bowls umpire and a State Master in
bridge. Ev became a National
Master, still playing bridge until her
death aged 101. I wonder how many
other bridge partners both live to be
centenarians?
Decade 5: 1958 - 1968
SUNFLOWERS & BANANAS
created by Mary Pollard

M

ax's doctor ordered him to
relocate to a warmer climate
for his health. The move to Brisbane
14

was a time of sunshine and bananas,
which grew in the suburban back
yard alongside grapefruit, pawpaw,
travellers palms, cannas, strilezias,
staghorns, monsterio, frangipani and
crucifix orchids.
Decade 6: 1968-1978 ORANGE &
BROWN: THE STRILEZIA
created by Christine May

I

n 1971 Ness received the
distressing news that her sister,
aged 50, had died suddenly. The
bird of paradise flower represents
Dorrie.
Decade 7: 1978-1988 ORCHIDS
& GREENERY created by Jolene
Henrich, eldest granddaughter

M

ax and Ness moved to a unit
in Townsville. The move to
North Queensland was a season to
reconnect with their eldest daughter
and granddaughter. Max spent most
of his time working on his
daughter's property at Balgal Beach
where he turned an old Nissan Hut
into a comfortable cabin.

Decade 10: 2008-2018
WINDSWEPT & WILDLY
COLOURFUL
created by Dinah Venitis, eldest
daughter

I

t is an ill wind...Cyclone Yasi
forced Ness's evacuation from
Rockingham Aged Care Facility in
Cardwell in 2011. Her relocation
to Canberra has enabled much
more family time with her
youngest daughter, four
southernmost granddaughters and
seven of her great grandchildren.
Ness now has 25 direct
descendants, 12 who live in the
tropical north, 12 who live in the
temperate south and one overseas.
Photos follow the sequence of
the decades.

Decade 8: 1988-1998 BLUE
IRISES created by Anne Maybanks

M

ax died suddenly in 1989
while fighting a brush fire on
the property. Ness moved
permanently into the cabin, which
had a dresser full of willow pattern
china in her favourite blue. It was a
blue period for Ness and her eldest
daughter Dinah, who missed Max
very much.
Decade 9: 1998-2008 TULIPS
created by Anne Maybanks

W

hile visiting family in
Canberra in 1998, Ness fell
and broke her back. Her 80th
birthday was spent in Canberra
hospital, but a long recuperation
time meant she was able to see
Floriade - albeit in a wheelchair.
Ness loves tulips, and her second
daughter, Paulina, now grows tulips
and roses around her villa that
overlooks the Danube River in
Serbia.
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Something Other
ROB MAY
Rob and Christine May continue their tour of churches and
archaeological grounds in Britain. Their tour divides into four areas: this
is the third stage, having finally left East Anglia and the top half of
Britain for “the middle bits”.

W

e pulled off the M3 into
Barton Stacey, lunch time...
liked the name … not much to the
place other than three houses, the
White Swan, a dirt track to a Roman
road, and the small All Saints
church, dating back to the late 900s
in parts. I can only assume that there
are surrounding farms or hamlets, as
the hotel’s address is White Swan,
The Street, Barton Stacey.

As is common with any church
more than a few hundred years old,
the graveyard is somewhat higher
than the church foundations: my old
village church was once estimated to
have had some 40,000 burials in its
600 or more years, and it wasn’t the
first church on the site.
Stonehenge is too important not
to get a mention, although we no
longer felt any need to visit. It was
this day clearly visible with its own
rainbow and dire cloud background –
but one cannot touch the stones

anymore, as Dad and I did in the
late 1950s.
The landscape is filled with
ceremonial structure and
earthworks. There is now some
thought that the modern ‘druids’
may have beliefs not that far
removed from the Neolithic
populations, although any
correspondence is accidental. It is
now known for traffic jams.
Sunday... so we went to church
– Westbury ~ 150km ~ Oxford - to
hear St Paul’s organist Mary Anne
play at a service in the Harris
Manchester College Unitarian
chapel, and meet Susan Bridge,
and we all lunched well in the Lion
and Flag.
The chapel, apparently, is rather
more decorated than is normal for
the Unitarians and may well have
been made so by the donor to show
the C of E that others can make
churches decorative, too The
organ pipes were painted by
William Morris. We loved the
service for its inclusive approach to
… everything . Oxford’s New
College chapel was a (big) bit more
magnificent in every way, a
marvellous background for Susan’s
preaching and study, with the
medieval city wall surrounding the
college and its superb garden.
St James’ church Bratton was
where my parents married, I and
two brothers were baptised, and
several relatives buried. This visit
was to locate my grandparents’
grave stone. It was in sorry state,

but the church yard volunteers
offered to pressure clean it when
time permitted, and re-set the stone
upright. And they did all of it and
would accept no pay, a very nice
gesture. St James’ always used to
produce a donkey for Palm Sunday,
stabled in the porch, and allowed the
homeless to sleep inside in winter.
Now, York Minster’s guides
boasted, justifiably, of its immense
and ancient stained glass windows,
but Bath Abbey is light and bright
and clear. Not only does it have
much less stained glass, but it has
proper clerestories (from ‘clear
storeys’). Also unlike York, it was
built all-of-a-piece not piece-meal.
Strange aberration, though, in some
of the ugliest hanging lamps I have
ever seen outside a horror movie.
Next door to the Abbey is The
Roman Baths (probably 10% Iron
Age, 25% Roman, 50% Victorian
baths, rest modern, actually).

Springs and pools have long been
given special veneration as magic or
holy by whomever wants to control
access; Aqua Sulis is a prime
example. A special place long
before the Romans, who built at least
one temple, and the Christians later
16

built the Abbey overlooking the
whole thing.
St Nicholas church in Whitchurch,
southern Bristol, once closed, was
now back in use and much work has
been done to the surrounds – my
brother Ivor’s grave now has a proper
path alongside. The large barn which
I thought was Heaven when I was
three is a crowded housing estate.
Pity.
We were amazed that our English
hosts in Westbury have never been to
Winchester, having no idea why they
should. What part of English history
did they do at school, I wonder? The
cathedral is magnificent but nearly
wasn’t. Gullaume Batard insisted
that Henri de Blois build here the
biggest church in his conquered land,
and much of it exists under the
present building.
Also under the building was and
in part still is a high water-table. One
of the towers was built on timbers
sunk into the ‘swamp’, a common
solution also used by railway
engineers. Fine, as long as the timber
remains wet.

but, on unveiling, a little boy piped
up “That’s not grandad”. Took the
cathedral 25 years to put in the
correct bust.
Three other things of note: Jane
Austen’s memorial slab makes no
mention of her accomplishments, a
common omission for women’s
memorials. Much later, a stained
window makes oblique references to
her writing by having her portrayed
between the gospel and other writers,
and there is maquette of her at her
writing desk, nicely at head height.

Sir John Cleobury in his statue is
pompously dressed, giving his name
to Clobber, as that’s how, we are
told, Cleobury is pronounced. There
is also a Belgian black marble font
with St Nicholas portrayed handing
three bags of money to the father of
three young ladies who had no

dowry and so couldn’t get married.
Now they have money (and one male
is shown waiting to the side already).
Those three bags have morphed into
pawnbrokers’ balls.
St Swithun-on-the-Wall is the
upper storey of one of Winchester’s
remaining town gates, with covered
external steps. Very small, ‘bright
and cheerful’ and now ‘twinned’
with St Lawrence which is almost
invisible: it has no grounds whatever,
and the door is in the path’s high
wall. It was open and the organist
was practising, attracting us and
others inside. The back wall of the
church is part of the earliest of
Winchester’s town walls. I rather
think that we would attend either or
both of these if we lived here.

But Florence Nightingale was
crusading for sewage clean-up and
‘told’ council to drain the swampy
bits of town: water table lowers,
timber dries and shrinks, tower starts
to sink. Solution? Cut hole in floor,
dig out rotted timbers – the water was
still there, just lower than before –
and replace with rocks. Lots of rocks.
The diver who did the work was
later commemorated with a statue
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A treasure in silence
GEORGE MENHAM

A

nglicans throughout Australia,
as members of the world-wide
Anglican Communion, share with
their Tasmanian brothers and sisters
the dilemma they now face in
reaching decisions about the need to
sell off church assets to compensate
victims of child abuse by clergy.
Both are pressing needs. They are
momentous decisions for the oldest
continuing diocese in Australia,
having celebrated its 175th
Anniversary in August 2017.
The institutional Church has
played a key role in the community
and spiritual life of Tasmania. The
sheer number of churches identified
for sale (76) speaks volumes.
Religion and the life of the
church are important community
resources. The buildings are the
material presence of that “something
other” we seek in our lives, a
presence that has been at the heart
of our national character. They
reflect the history and culture of
Tasmania and its people, from
convict times to the present. As such
they are a rich national resource of
memory anchored in the
communities who founded, built,
and funded them, and worshipped
there. The potential selling off of
Anglican churches would be a great
loss to Tasmania and the nation.
As Editor of our Parish
magazine, conscious of the deep
sense of community associated with
a church, I was stirred by the
portentous words of John Donne,
English poet and cleric in the
Church of England.
No man is an island,
Entire of itself.
Each is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.
Each man's death diminishes me,
For I am involved in mankind.
Therefore, send not to know
For whom the bell tolls,
It tolls for thee.

As spiritual places the
churches are stark metaphors for
the purpose they once served.
Even in the silence of an empty
Church they offer the “absence
and presence” of the divine, that
“still small voice within”, what
the Welsh poet-priest, R S
Thomas, the poet of “the unseen
God” described as “an inhabited
silence and meaningful absence”.
He wrote:
“It is this great absence/ that is
like a presence that compels/ me to
address it without hope/ of a reply. It
is a room I enter/ from which
someone has just gone”
Thomas’ life and works are
celebrated at Aberdaron on the Llyn
Peninsular of North Wales where
people share in a pilgrimage
“Etched by Silence”. The pathways
for the journey are mapped in an
accompanying book of poems and
reflections and a companion DVD.
The words of the dedication to
the memory of R S Thomas capture
the spirit of the pilgrimage with a
Tasmanian relevance:
We pause upon the path:
The journey takes its toll:
We seek the Living Mystery
The Way, the Heart, the Goal.
We fall in silence deep
And listen with intent:
No easy word comes from the sky:
Is Nothing All that’s meant?
We wait, alert and still,
And watch with spyglass trained;
A bird alights? A fleeting glance?
A sighting lost or gained?

St James, Jericho
Photo ABC: Duncan Grant

Wales and Tasmania share the
beauty of a compact landscape. One
can only imagine how a similar
organised pilgrimage connecting
the empty churches, woven
through the heart of Tasmania,
might have offered a similar
cultural experience, a vehicle for all
Australians to contribute to their
survival.
The churches may be empty but
there remains within them a
treasure in a silence to be shared by
believers and non-believers.
As St Augustine reflected in his
Confessions on the presence of
God: “You are already in me: And
if you are already in me, why do I
cry unto you to enter me?”
What new purpose the churches
will now serve depends on that
lament: “for whom the Bell tolls”.
When struck by an auctioneer’s
hammer “The bell tolls for thee”.

O absent, puzzling Thou,
So far beyond our grasp.
A glorious empty breathing space
Where we are found at last.
You play at hide and seek
When night displaces day:
We might have glimpsed a curtain
twitch:
You give yourself away
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Stretch and Bend?
Note to the Editor
With trepidation, I have chosen a subject to offer our Editor.
Community is for our Community and we should share our
experiences. Perhaps Editor George will use his red pencil to edit
this article: he might choose to select it on merit. Here goes.

T

his advice is provided for those Parishioners due to have
surgery, or who might just be seeking better ﬁtness.
Your “12th Man with Boots On” recently had surgery for a
complete knee replacement. Prior to the operation he consulted with
the YMCA Chiﬂey exercise instructors and was advised to speak with
their team from the University of Canberra.
Firstly he was assessed - what did he want to achieve? Well,
strengthening around the knee, balance and general ﬁtness to be ready
for the operation and subsequent rehabilitation.
This was accepted and with a referral from his G.P. was able to
take ﬁve one hour personalised training sessions at the Chiﬂey Gym.
Prior to the operation he advised the surgeon of the intended
programme and the doctor agreed that this was the right action.
Yes - it was and has proven to be the right preparation. Our patient
was both mentally and physically ready for the operation and the
subsequent recovery. The exercises not only gave him the
opportunity to progress, but he then enrolled for a further ﬁve classes
to aid in his rehabilitation.
He has not yet scaled any big hills, but knows that in his own mind
and body that day is not far away. He was fortunate in that
personalised visits were made to me at Hospital by our Rector, Dr.
Brian Douglas, The Rev’d Ken Batterham and also friends from St.
Paul’s who supplemented the daily caring and loving visits by wife
Margaret.
Michael Roach
12th Man With Boots On (soon)
Editor’s note: By no stretch of the imagination would he bend
editorial rules with a red pencil when the automatic delete function is
not working
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SERVICES
St Paul’s
Sunday Services
7.00 am Holy Eucharist (Book of Common
Prayer)
8.00 am Holy Eucharist (A Prayer Book for
Australia)
10.00 am Holy Eucharist - Sung (A Prayer
Book for Australia)
Choral Evensong
6.00pm Service of Choral Evensong on the
third Sunday of the month, February to
November
Prayers for Healing—
on the second Wednesday of the month
immediately following the 10am Eucharist
Weekday Services
10 am Wednesday- Holy Eucharist
St David’s
Sunday Service
8.30am - Holy Eucharist
Weekday Service
10 am Thursday- Holy Eucharist

ST PAUL’S PARISH COUNCIL
Members of Manuka Parish Council are:
Bruce Glendenning, Chairman, The Rev’d
Alipate Tuinea, The Rev’d Canon John
Campbell; Rector’s Warden: Ingrid Moses;
People’s Wardens: Bruce Glendinning and
Robert Deane; Parish Councillors: Tony
Ralli, Mary Pollard, Peter Cumines, and Peter
McDermott (elected); Ann Skamp and Peta
Jeffery (Rector’s nominees).
Minute taker: Helen Raymond

Items from the Diocesan web site are
included with permission

OUR EDITORIAL PURPOSE

C

ommunication is at the heart of our
Christian identity as a church.
As a news magazine Community is a tool of
mission, a showcase of the Parish in all its
activities, an instrument of renewal. By sharing
our experiences through reflective dialogue we
renew that sense of journey to discover the
mystery of the divine, connect with God, each
other and the wider community, and nurture
Biblical literacy and understanding.
The stories in Community reflect the unique
position of St Paul’s and St David’s in the life
of the Diocese and the nation. Its editorial
content inspired by other contexts seeks to
widen our Christian understanding, recognising
the capacity of religion to nourish individual
lives. It aims to enlighten in ways relevant to its
readers and to be a window for others beyond
the church to observe our participation as a
vibrant Christian community.
The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr
Rowan Williams, said: “We believe in a God
who speaks and calls, seeking to communicate
more fully and effectively”.
Community encourages the engagement of
readers and contributors to reflect the richness
and diversity of the Parish and to honour and
proclaim an expression of faith in our life
together.
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