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A distinguished ministry

The Venerable John Gibson who

has acted as locum while Brian was
on |l ong service | e
has faithfully led and served us

over the past 10 years for which we

are most grateful. While there is

natural sadness that Brian's time

with us is coming to a conclusion it

has been a time when we have
much to be thankfu

his issue oCommunitypn the eve of his moving onchapter in the history of Anglican centres of worship in
recognises the contribution of our Rector, The the inner south of Canberra and the opening of a new one
Venerable Dr Brian Douglas, to the life of Manuka Pari$tr, the Parish of Manuka.
the Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn, and the Anglican Brian will remain Archdeacon of South Canberra,
communion during the 10 years of his Ministry, the ~ working with the 10 parishes in the South Canberra
second longest serving rector of the Parish. area. As Archdeacon he will also remain on Biskiop
Dr Douglas has | ed and @ouncit MinseykExegldive AkgicanfDiocesan Sedviees
liturgical tradition, with his distinguished academic Board, the Board of Radford College and the Senior
scholarship in sacramental theology and the Eucharist.Leadership Group of the Diocese.
His length of service is an opportunity for the Parishto  He will also remain a member of the Professional
reflect on the experience and pastoral relationships  Standards Board and the Honorary Secretary of the ACT
developed during his time as a foundation for the way Ch u r ¢ h e s dn adddgienmewilllcontinue to teach
forward as the Parish seeks a new Rector. in the School of Theology at Charles Sturt University at St
Dr Douglas has presided over the developmentofwida r k s Nati onal Theol deggi cal Ca
Eddie Braggett in hi€amps, Settlements & Churches has been awarded a Research Fellowship at Charles Sturt
describess fia city chur ch wi tUhiversity at the AusiralinnaCentrafar cChristianityiandn a |

characteristics, home to university graduations, Culture. 1 wi | | be pursuing a resea
parliamentary church services, ecumenical gatherings,Afdundance of God6 which will e
highly acclaimed musical concerts and recitals, avital 6 abundanced in the Scriptures
centre of Anglicani smo. worked out in the Anglican tradition.

Brian speaks with gratitude of having been privieged A On t he whol e, 0 he reflected
to share with many people significant moments of theirenjoyable, fulfilling and challenging timelhank you to
lives: times of joy, times of worship, and times of all the wonderful people who have supported me in my
fellowship. ministry and in so doing supported the Parish. You all

His departure marks the closing of a significant remain in my prayers.
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History four years on

EDDIE BRAGGETT

At the invitation of CommunityEddie Braggett updates hisCamps,
Settlements and Churches: History of Anglican Centres of Worsagpone

chapter cl oses

and

anot her

history update provides further background to the ministry of our

departing Rector.

S.mday 3rd of August 2014 was a Canberra celebration of the Bible
oyous occasion at St Paul's as

the congregation celebrated 100 yearsCentenary; a Protocol service for

of operation and worship. The church
recalled its commencement in a tin
Mission Hall in Kingston in 1913, its

Society of Australia Bi

23 bishops and archbishops in

2018; and a special gathering of
the Order of St John of

move to Manuka in 1939, and its ever Jerusalem.

-widening influence in the national
capital.
That centenary was only four

To celebrate her Majesty's
90th birthday, an inspiring
ecumenical choral evensong

years ago: much has happened since, service was held in March 2017

allowing us once again to reflect on
our history. This is particularly
opportune as it coincides with the
resignation of the rector, the
Venerable Dr Brian Douglas, in
August 2018.

meet local needs only, is now a city
church with parish, city, and national
functions and responsibilities.
Congregation numbers have grown
over the past four years with 10am
services increasing from 120 to 150;
8am services from 30 to 40; choral
evensong from 50 to over 100; and
Easter and Christmas attendances
constantly reaching 1,350.

The annual Children's Nativity
Play performance has attracted
attendances over 400. Specialised
services have provided for smaller
numbers: the 7am service, the
Wednesday Eucharist, two weekly
services at St David's, and a monthly
Healing Service led by the Venerable
John Gibson.

Reflecting its territory and
national influence, the church has
hosted services to commemorate
Queen Elizabeth II's long reign; the

with the GovernoiGeneral,

parliamentarians, and clergy of
other denominations attending.
The Parish has benefitted

from an enthusiastic and
dedicated Council that has guided
The church, originally designed to both St Paul's and St David's. At

present it oversees proposed

Diocesan developments on the St

Paul's site.
The Parish Arts Foundation

has contributed to the restoration

of the church roof, the

replacement of bell ropes, organ

pipes, choir music, an organ
scholarship fund, and the
purchase and installation of St
Cuthbert's Anglican Church
organ at the front of the church.
The A.C.T. National Trust
Heritage Fund has likewise
assisted in the restoration of the
roof and replacement of church
doors.

With an ageing church
population, the parish has
maintained a compassionate
outreach program visiting

hospitals and people's homes, an

provided chaplaincy/services in

opens

aged care facilities at Jindalee,
Mountain View, Carey Gardens and
Morling Lodge. The Op Shop has
met local needs each week.

In another venture, parishioners
have contributed to théerandah a
SuPport Britre 6r & heddf in © f
nearby flats but this ministry will
cease with the closure of the flats in
2018. St David's has been involved
in additional outreach programs
from its own funds.

Concerned with the plight of
refugees in the community, a parish
meeting in 2015 established a
Refugee Action Group that has
enthusiastically organised Fork and
Talk gatherings, quiz nights, film
screenings, and information
sessions, as well as combining with
other community groups to provide
clothing, furniture and funds for
particular families. The parish has
been indebted to Les B6hm and the
Refugee Committee for its outreach
initiatives, and to the Trading Table
for its financial support.

An earlier parish outreach
program,Carpenter's Kids
provided support for the physical
and educational needs of up to 50
children in the Matumbulu Parish of
Tanzania, but with the windown
of this program, our activities have
now been directed to water projects
and refugee support.

Parish Council has recently
explored the feasibility of providing
a safe shelter for homeless older
women but, while supporting the
concept, is in no position to proceed
for practical reasons. As an
alternative, parishioners have been
encouraged to fund Street Swags
that cost $99 each; to donate to the
Northside Safe Shelter; or to train as
volunteers over winter 2018.

One specialised outreach

q program has been Education for

(Continued on pagé)
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(Continued from pag®) priests with a wealth of experience over 10 years.

Ministry (EfM), a fouryear indepth have continued to provide Underlying all church activities

course on the Christian faith, while invaluable assistance by taking has been the pivotal importance of

Bible study programs and Lenten services: the Venerable Hartley worship of God. In the words of the
Hansford, the Venerable John rector: Our strength is always our

studies have further aimed to
strengthen faith and spiritual
understanding.

Monthly Discoverymeetings
have provided worship and
education through a wide range of
community speakers, and an active
Walking Group has maintained a
varied program for walkers around
Canberra and Namadiji National
Park.

The administration and running
of the parish is a commercial
venture of some magnitude with an
annual budget in excess of half a
million dollars and a weekly
expenditure close to $10,000. It
involves two churches, three full
time clergy and a fultime Office
Administrator.

The growing complexity of the
rector's role was acknowledged
when The Rev'd Susan Bridge was
appointed as an Assistant Priest,
first on a partime basis and then
full-time. On Susan's later
acceptance of a scholarship for
theological study at Oxford
University, her position was filled
by the Rev'd Alipate Tuineau in

Gibson, the Rev'd Dr John Moses, worship. We must start with worship
the Rev'd Sandie Kaine, the Rev'd and go on from there.' To this end,
Elaine Farmer, the Rev'd Robert there has been a strong and

Willson, the Rev'd Emma Street andincreasing influence of Anglo

the Rev'd Peter Pocock. Kay Catholic traditiori a traditional
Pendlebury, Gloria Dowling and prayer book service and emphasis on
Toni Ralli have provided pastoral  the presence of Christ in the
assistance, with Gloria eventually  Eucharist. Pageantry, colour, Sanctus
taking vows as a Sister of the bells, robes, candles and tradition
Community of the Holy Name, and have become central in heightening
Kay being ordained as Deacon. The the sense of worship. Our nationally
Rev'd Canon John Campbell has  acclaimed bell ringers have called
been the Priest at St David's and thepeople to worship each Sunday and
Rev'd Peter Malone the Warden of on special occasions and have added
St David's Close. to the joy of the worship.

Both St Paul's and St David's A major input and influence has
have been blessed by dedicated been the church's tradition of fine
parishioners who quietly contribute music, both at St Paul's and St
to worship and church dignity: the  David's. The hybrid pipe/digital
sanctuary team, readers and organ has been extended and the
intercessors, sides people, those whappeal of the choir has widened
clean the church and prepare the  under the directorship of Matthew
altar, flower arrangers, tapestry/ Stuckings and the Igitur Nos
handcraft groups, and teams who Chamber Choir. There has been
provide breakfast and morning tea constant recognition of the quality of
each Sunday. the music and its contribution to the

Others have concentrated on beauty of worship.
property maintenance and clearing And so, four years have passed
the grounds, while a hard working  since the church's centenary

January 2017 group, led by Ros and Robert celebrations in 2014, a time in which
In the mea.ntime the parish was Deane, have raised funds for major the parish has witnessed to the
. hall renovations. suburb, city and nation.
most fortunate to acquire the )
t Paul's has conducted annual The Rector who has faithfully

services of The Rev'd Kelvin Harris
as Deacon Assistant for two years.
He was a member of the Australian
Defence Force and was assigned to

fetes, each contributing $18,00 to  guided the church for the last eleven
$19,000 to church funds. In 2018 St years has now resigned from his
David's revived its popular income incumbency but not from academic

St Paul's to receive ministry producing Garage Sale. and diocesan administrative duties.

experience where he completed Publications, publicity, and The church is grateful to him for his

theological studies and was ordainedrecord keeping have been spiritual guidance, his pastoral care,

a priest in 2017. maintained through the parish's and his ongoing concern and
website and the quarterly news friendship.

The rector's role was further
broadened and increased when he
was collated Archdeacon of South
Canberra. Fortunately, honorary

magazineCommunity George
Menham has achieved a remarkable
record of editing and publishing 45
high quality issues cEommunity



The EUChaHSt The core poetry. To this extent it is an

expression of th&eitgeistwhen

component of Christian Worship  wiiam wordswort, sonn keats
THE REV6D DRSES OHN MO and Samuel Taylor Coleridge
became towering literary figures.

For the Anglican Church, which Dr Dougl asd res e B RUReyand s colleague
recites the catholic creeds in its  jmpressive. He is certainly a John Keble who is famous also for
liturgy, Church and Bible have scholar who flooRkSoGREI $HEkan poetry,
always stood in a reciprocal fenceo. By publi gaﬂqiwlqrbin Creatiop is ot only
relationship. Archdeacon Brian prestigious seriedAnglican grasped scientifically, that is with
D o u g Tha Eugharistic Theology Episcopal Theology and History theratio; the cosmos is a work of
of Edward Bouverie Pusegakes edited by Paul Avis, he has art whose beauty can be
this point emphatically. certainly received the highest comprehended intuitively. So it is
Dr Douglas is one of the foremost stamp of approval. with the Eucharist.
and internationally recognised In describing the evolution of In this regard Pusey formulated
Anglican scholars in the country. His pys ey 6s t hought bthetpnangaptl gf gimoder
work on the leading theological mind the Eycharist Dr Douglas has to sum up his understanding of the
in the Oxford movement, Edward  conscientiously rexamined the sacrament. Theeal presencéiad
Bouverie Pusey (1800882), lives work of previous scholars as his ~ Nothing to do with a fleshly
up to the high standards thathe has ¢ x e mp 1 ary @Al i t er BESEFELOr was it exglajned in
already set. illustrates. He finds that notafew ¢ €7 ms of faccidentso
The focus in this book is onthe  have been unjust to Pusey in their 'S UPstanceo but the e
core component of Christian possibly overhasty assessments.  "€Vertheless experience an
worship, the Eucharist. Dr Douglas By virtue of his encompassing nexplicable change that is not
examines very perceptively the role  research Dr Douglas has put all transubstantiation in the former

that Biblical scholarship has played gthers in his debt and written a Thomist definition.

in the evolution gofkthB4rofRdbé equikh ough©One detects in Pusey
One learns that Pusey was far  reading for all schools of thought 2N anticipation of Ru

from being a fiRomgAnyisaRisnd Hiddlighnt keh atfisense of the-numinou
through his studies in Germany in  appraisal shows that Pusey was the "SPIrng act of worship which

particular to becom more proficient  product of a family whose defies explanation. The Church
in the Old Testament languages he  ancestors in their religious practice simply obeys the dominical
became closely and warmly were always focussed on the injunctions: AThis is
associated with the leading German g(charist as the central formof | S My bl oodo. And her
scholars of the day. They were all  Anglican worship. So he was born  KnOWn Anglican teaching.
Lutherans from Berlin, Gottingen with a reverence for the Eucharist Poetry does not convey
and Bonn universities. in his blood. certainty, but it may well mediate
Pusey was, inshortanecumenist | n short, Pus ey @y BeojogansofheOxford
before his time and clearly one who  scholarship on the Eucharist movement, led by Pusey and

grasped the i mpor fRlehtsa®rtinuihl, o K i n Keble, invite us into that reality.
over the fenced tionhgiyawi arw igeassPropshesilygnaed

into the country to avoid inward projects Pusey as an archetypical Anglicanism and given us all
looking stagnation. A church is like @ Anglican and an independent and spiritual and intellectual

lake; if it is not fed from a stream of  ¢reative theologian. nourishment. It is indeed a
fresh water it will become brackish Dr Douglas devotes challenge to widen our horizons.

and eventually become incapable of considerable space to explain the ™MaY he receive an extensive
supporting life inany formand will  nat ure of Puseyo SR haristic

die. Judging from the vigour of doctrine. One is reminded that it
scholars like Dr Douglas and many  was formulated in parallel to the
others it is far from dying. Romantic Movement in English



Musi c a

key str

MATTHEW STUCKINGS
Director of Music

I n the parish consultation

undertaken as part of the
discernment process for our next
rector, one of the key strengths of
the parish consistently identified by
many people was our musical
tradition.

Good music does
happen. A strong team of dedicated
and talented musicians as well as
careful planning and preparation are
essential, but so too is committed
support and encouragement by
parish leaders.

During the 10 years that The
Venerable Brian Douglas has been
our rector, he has provided
unwavering commitment to our
music in the parish in many ways
that most people do not get to see,
but which have
visible signséo.

It is not by accident that we
currently have six highly dedicated
and talented organists on our
mont hly roster
all glad of the opportunity to play
for worship at
healthy lineup of guest organists
keen to visit and give recitals
throughout the year.

Neither is it any accident that
music continues to attract new
people to our midst, especially in
our monthly Choral Evensong
services and of course our highly
popular annual carol services.

Many of us are aware that Brian
carefully plans each and every
liturgy he leads with thoughtfulness
and care, never losing sight of his
calling to glorify God and build up
the community of
my experience, he rightly expects

at

St

the best from all who exercise
liturgical and pastoral ministries,
but he never micrananages and
he always allows the Holy Spirit
do its work. These are rare
qualities and we should not take
them for granted.

Brian also played a pivotal
noke tn the averhaul of the St
Paul 6s organ
as 2009. This project saw the
installation of our beautiful
terraced console and the addition
of several new ranks of pipes,
including the famed Trumpets
Royal. Brian supported the
addition of the Walker organ to our
sanctuary last year.

He has ensured that the parish
continues to fund the position of
director of music, and that funding

t ha

m a frogn Arés Gaundatianrisdreadilyn d

available to buy new music and

i@g tege ptlir ohmpani (?ttlet
drums) recetitly purchased for the
parish by the Arts Foundation.

Igitur Nos has received
invitations to sing daily services as
visiting choirin-residence at
Canterbury, Hereford and St
Al banos
The choir is very excited about this
opportunity.

Over the last five years, Brian
has generously allowed Igitur Nos
to rehearse and hold concerts at St
Paul 6s in return
tor RGiE&ifdm i totirfle” andi?
is in no small part due to his
generosity and commitment to a
vibrant liturgical music program at
St Paul 6s that
have arisen. For all of this we thank
you, Brian, and wish every blessing
upon you and Jane as you move into
the next phase of your ministry.

Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord{Psalm 150)

pay additional singers and
instrumentalists as needed. His
generosity and flexibility enabled
meSd corfhaute frodnSydnewtio o
Canberra each week while | was
undkegakihgdud time atsdy over | |
the last three years.

I n thanksgi vi ngd
support for music in the parish, the
St Paul 6s Choir
Chamber Choir combined to lead
the music on Sunday 1 July. Brian
loves the sacred music of the
Renaissance so the choirs sang a
motet by Palestrina, Exultate Deo,
and a fabulous-part setting by
Victoria, Missa Pro Victoria

(6Mass for Victo
communi on, we s a
6The heavens are

V&8-khdws orptario The @reatioh, n

A Aringahbl
Rector

aI rn 8008, knowing that clergy ten
to have mixed views about
befirfhge®, we awaited the arrival
of the new Rector.

j  Wg sooriggrmy thaphe bad
grown up at All Saints Parramatta
which, for over 150 years, has been
e f the ehairistdys of Befrifging
in Sydney and AustralidVithin a
very short time we werproudto
tell everyone that St Paul's Manuka
hadi The Most ORI
Australiao.

We are allgrateful forthe
Rector'sconstant support of
ringing, his understanding of
ringers' anomalies and wish him
rayddiy familfPalhapgpyaéd well
rigsered retilements

o

tellingdé fraom
Julie Doyle on behalf of St Paul's
Bellringers

during which we were pleased to
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PROFILE theology and the ramifications for
theological education.

Expressing a community of faith ™7 anss theol ogical

leant heavily on an examination of

In conversation with the Rector- 12 months on .
the work of the German critical

CommunityFebruary 2009 theorist and philosopher, Jurgen
Habermas. Habermas' theory of
communicative action has affected

| come to you with the vocation of  In 2001 he returned to Brian's ministry helping him to avoid
being parish priest uppermost in Newcastle as the first full time the simplistic divide between the
mind. | wish to serve God and  School Chaplain at Newcastle entrenched views of Anglican
Godds peopl e i n Gtamnear Schoal.cBeianyi®sias on€atholics and Anglican Evangelicals.

know and love. | wish to work to of his greatest privileges the chance  This in turn has led to a belief in
the best of my ability to bring the to establish the Board of Studies  the power of reflection and dialogue

message of Christ to all in subject 6Studi es whchhelBstd avaidia®oved at bot h
everything we do and say Meriden and Newcastle Grammar commitment to one interest or to a
together. o and to encourage senior students torelentless rebuttal of the views of the

undertake an academic study of  other. Here Brian draws on

I _ _ _ religion and its place in the life of  Habermas, one of the most powerful

tis now over 12 months since, with people. voices of philosophy in the twentieth
those words, The R®vedsdverDyearsBrian served century.
Douglas introduced himself to the  the wider Diocese of Newcastle ina  Habermas argues that we must
pari shioners of SwumbBraficdpéciies,dnolutingSt not abandon but transform the
Davidoés and was ierasniniaglchaplain, aa bondranye rational and experiential processes
Pari shés new Rec tpdestandlatera Canon of Christ that have made us who and what we

Since his installation, Brian and Church Cathedral, and a lecturerina r e . Brian argues

his wife, Jane, have participated fullyt heol ogy at St J wdikrhéps usGouhderstane that
in the ministry oMorSpte tPha ualndds ,StS tMahilgwe semain@rcludively r a .
Davidodos and St L uk &arsinSydney inil960, Briae committed to our own interests and
wider life of the Diocese of Canberra grew up in the Anglican Church at particular traditions, whether they be

and Goulburn. the parish of All Saints, North Anglican Catholic or Anglican
Through his sermons and actionsParramatta. He trained as a primaryEvangelical, we remain insulated
Brian has honoured the commitmentsschool teacher at Westmead from critiques that are outside our
he made in his first pastoral letter, Teacher sdé Col | e ggnmeédiatd fra@d reference and our
affirming his mi sappoioted toavariouB taaching h  Roivri parsy Int@rests.
to provide liturgical worship that positions in New South Wales. He Such unreflective behaviour
honours the rich tradition of the completed a Bachelor of Arts focuses on O6our o6 tr
parish and above all honours God, to(Honours) degree at Macquarie than 6truthoé itself
lead the pastoral care of the parish  University, graduating in 1979, bondage which prevents us from
and together with other parishioners majoring in education and knowing any deeper
to care for one another in Christian psychology. When he left the need, 06 Brian says,
love and service. Department of Educatonhewasa t o assume that oéour
Since coming to Canberra Brian Deputy Principal in a large truth. Perhaps there is a need for us to
has presided over the extension of thenetropolitan primary school. be pointed beyond words, reason and
Parish into a Combined Ministry In 1990 Brian responded to a meaning to the breadth and depth of
District i ncor po rcallttoord@nedninistyaldel 6 s ,ourSgiritual experience where God
Davidodés, Red Hi | Istudied tor tie degreaiok Baéhslar otomes close to us with the promise of
Deakin and to strengthen the Divinity at the Melbourne College  hope and life.
Ministry. of Divinity as an ordination This is the moment of hope
Briands has b e ecandalatgfa the Dioeege of r 0 mhope for shared experience in the life
school principal to parish priest. Newcastle. He was ordained priest of Christ as the body of Christ and
With his academic background he hag 1992. With an interest in the not as people committed exclusively
continued to join education and study of theology and philosophy, to a particular party opinion. Hope
religion. Bef or eBrcioamidnsg ptoos tSgtr aPdaghalédan thd<e ehonedtsSdoes ot
he taught religious education at Master of Theology (Honours) at  depend on reason or evidericthey
Newcastle Grammar School. In 1994Charles Sturt University in 1999 andare too limited- but depends instead
he was offered a fulime position as Doctor of Philosophy at the on our experience of the love of God
School Chaplain at Meriden School, University of Newcastle in 2006 and the love we share with one
an Anglican School for Girls at explored the Anglican Eucharistic  another as we stand before our Lord.
Strathfield in Sydney. Brian tradition and examined the
exercised a chaplaincy and teaching philosophical assumptions
role at Meriden for six years. underlying Anglican Eucharistic
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hPeace be withhtly girg:-° ’e
. who was so reeently dead Is alive
A postEaster reflection and he breathes the breath of life
(John20: 1931) into those disciples, once so weak
THE REVOD ROBEGRT WIL but now filled with his Spirit. He
forgives them by his breath and
S‘Sr David Wilkie, the famous among the Disciples and showed =~ nhow he gives them the same spirit
cottish artist, painted a them his wounds. Let us look again Of power to forgive others.
picture, which h ethraughithe matvelldus Baspel of St  So we have those profound
reading of the widbhnandthifikaout the ey wosls, waeds: fAWhose sins yo
lawyer with spectacles on hisnose, al ways asking @l st hieey 1ar e ofrodr?gsi veneé. o
the family crowded around, eagerly ~ Fear: | can powerfully relate to ~ discover a ministry of forgiveness
listening to hear how the deceased that word that day. There they were, and power in the Spirit. We pray:
has divided up his estate and who  hiding for fear of the Jews. The iForgive us our sins
receives what. One listens through  doors were locked for fear thatthey @S much as) we forgiv
an ear trumpet, a woman looks would be recognised as Peter had Thomas the absenteeDoes
resigned to the fact that she is not  been recognised. What are you Thomas speak for all of us in our
going to be mentioned. afraid of today? What frightens me ~ sceptical 21 century? He hears the
When Jesus left his disciples he now? story and says that he wants to
gave his last Will and Testament. Overjoyed: On seeing the Lord  touch the very wounds of Christ.
He had no money or land or the disciples were overjoyed. fiChange the name and story is
property to leave them. He gave Words must have failed them. aboutyouandnme. We doubt an

them something more precious. He Suddenly the pathetically locked
sai d: fAPeace | | edaorseversiirdletantyTeanthose
Peace was his parting gift to them. doors open. The Risen Lord was
The Roman poet Horace hasa  with them, with the blood still
marvellous line in hiSatires drying on the wounds but he was
Loosely transl| at ealive and that was all that ynattared.
laugh? Change the name and the Peace be with youWhat was
story is about vy othedirstthing Jesus said? Didhe
That is the key to the study ofthe say as we might
Bible and especially the Holy Week wer e you when |
and Easter story. In Scripture we AWhy did you run
have the marvellous story of he said was simply what he says to
Almighty God interacting with his you and me:
Creation and his people. The stories Saying that, he simply cancels out
we read in the Gospels are our their running away. Change the
stories. As we hear again the old but name and the story is about us.
ever new story of the Resurrection He breathed on them It is the
of Christ and his meetings with his  breath of life. It gets our lungs,
friends, where are we in that story? starved of oxygen, working again.
Hear the name # P eWeeandemambebenesisidos did
your name. Hear the name God bring Adam to life when he is
AThomaso and wh e rcecatad franm clay® te’brebtleed an
the name fAJudaso hanm afinBrle atthheer eo?n
In ancient Rome when a man as the famous hymn puts it.
stood for public office he often took In a sense those disciples were
off his toga to show the wounds he dead in their fear and sense of
had received in the service of the  having utterly failed their Lord. He
Empire. So Jesuscame andstood br eat hed on t hem

we want to see the evidence.
A week later Jesus appears
again and gives the same
benediction: APeaceo.
Thomas to put him to the test.
Thomas simply
and my Godo
Thomas said he could not

says:

hbgligve uniess ihejsaw apdieuehede
nthe avguedg. Wg alsp negpd

samelingdiat we ¢ap see and a t
touch and so Jesus appointed the

fi P e a cSacrapent oftioty gomyngnipi. If

you are worried that God is just an
imaginary friend then the
Sacrament reminds us of his Real
Presence.

So, finally, it is as if Jesus turns
away from Thomas and looks
directly at wus,
are those who have not seen and
yet believe. 0 That i
isniee. JesHsesigns AUt of the pagesd o
of the Gospel and stands beside us.
Jesus comes to us
be with youo. Then
but change the name and the story

ipahayit us a i d :

and

and
it

i Recei ve
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Miniature prayer books find a spiritual home

A t a special short service, against the
backdrop of the peaceful setting of St
Mar k6s chapel, two r
old prayer books were handed over for
permanent display and safe keeping in the
theol ogical centr eds
and Christine May,
AM Sunday service.

Rob had taken the prayer books to St
Paul 6s Bible Exhibith
Theyattracted great interest from both St 4
Mar kb6s | ibrarian andf
valued them at several hundred dollars.
il decided against
said, fAbut to donate
per manent displayo.
Bible Society have miniatures these were
seen to be especially sma . ROoODbOS
grandmother bought one in 1911. They were,
as Rob explained, turn of the century prayer,
books. 5

One is a prayer book, the other a pray
book with Hymns Ancient and Modern. Bo
came to Rob from his grandmother via his #
mot her . il can r emeg
carrying one of them tucked into the top of|
her glove, going to St James Church, Brat
my mother taking one to St Michael and A o
Angels, Pinhoe, and | took the larger one t (L:lgrrlas::gr? gﬂfgénRgEn'.\gasy’

church once or twi ceopphesehts the pl‘dyfér%ooﬁshd)therandh)?dafheron

Rob recalled. Director of St Markod6s Theol ogical
Towards the end of the 1800s, Centre, The Reverend Dr Andrew
Cameron.

technology was allowing miniaturisation of
type-set printing, and miniature books were
made to commemorate the new century:
these two are among the smallest, and most
ended up in dolls houses. A whole library of
miniatures was made just for Queen Mary in
Windsor Castle. Most of the ones sold were
treated as oddities and soon lost. Some were
bought for use, as these were, as they fitted
inside a lady's glove and were easily readable
(with a pince nez, if necessary) in a well lit
church.

The books have been catalogued and are
on display in the foyer cabinets, to be rotated
with other displays.



