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In celebration of the Bible 

M anuka Parish on Sunday 15 

October was the focal point to 

celebrate the bi-centenary of the 

Australian arm of the Bible Society with 

an ñAntique Bible Roadshowò, an organ 

recital and a Choral Evensong service.  

The exhibition displayed an extensive 

range of Bibles, large and small, a visual 

portrayal of the Bibleôs many 

reproductions in different languages, emphasising the Bibleôs sustaining  

influence throughout the world. 

(Story on page 2) 

Parishôs refugee support work 
recognised 

A t the annual general meeting 

of  Companion House on 18 

October the work of Manuka 

Parishôs Refugee Support Team 

was recognised with a certificate of 

appreciation. 

Companion House at Cook is a 

non-government community based 

organisation founded in 1989, 

working with adults and children who 

have sought safety in Australia .The 

organisation sees that people who are helped to recover and rebuild their 

lives, strengthen and enrich our community as a whole.   

St Paulôs has made regular deliveries to both Companion House and 

through MARRS (Migrant & Refugee Resettlement Services) to refugees 

newly arrived in the ACT.  

 

(Story on page 9) 

The Refugee Support Team. 



 2 

  In celebration of the Bible 
 ñ...they now understood the words that had been made known to 

them.ò Nehemiah 8:12 

DAVID DILLON  

S unday 15 October was a splendid 

Spring day at St Paulôs, Manuka 

when the parish was privileged to 

host the Canberra celebration of the 

Bible Society of Australiaôs Bi-

Centenary with an exhibition of over 

60 of the rarest Bibles from the 

societyôs large collection.   

Normally the Bibles are held in an 

air-conditioned dust free 

environment. Great care was taken in 

erecting the various displays.  More 

than 120 people who visited the 

display witnessed the beauty and 

strength of the collection. 

A special event was an Antique 

Bible Roadshow when Bible Scholar 

and author The Revôd Dr John Harris 

offered comments and sometimes 

valuations on old family and rarer 

Bibles brought in by parishioners and 

visitors for appraisal. Dr Harris 

examined over 50 personal Bibles, 

including one or two very rare Bibles. 

Included in the collection were: 

English Bibles 

These included a William Tyndale 

New Testament first printed scripture 

in English 1536, a Bassendyne Bible 

with Geneva text and first book ever 

printed in Scotland 1576, Bishopôs 

Bible 1572, oldest family Bible in the 

world continuously signed by the 

Sanderson family since 1572, and a 

first edition King James Bible 1611.   

Reformation Bibles 

These included a Martin Luther 

commentary on Galatians 1523, a 

John Calvin French Bible 1564, a 

Spanish Bible 1569 translated by 

Cassiodora De Reina who was 

condemned by the Spanish 

Inquisition. 

Colonial and convict Bibles 

Of great interest to visitors were 

Governor Lachlan Macquarieôs 

Russian Bible, (a personal gift 

from the Tsar of Russia), Captain 

John Hunterôs (later Governor of 

NSW) personal Bible, a huge tome 

to carry around, the Port Arthur 

Convict Barracks Bible 1845, 

convict scriptures for non-English-

speaking convicts.  

Military Bibles  

Among the personal Bibles 

from WW1 was a Bible from 

Gallipoli with a bullet embedded 

in its pages which saved the life of 

the owner Sgt Elvas Jenkins.  He 

was later killed on the Western 

Front as a newly appointed 

Lieutenant to a pioneer group 

before the battle of Pozieres, 

perhaps recognised as the first 

Anzac killed in France.  

Aboriginal Language Bibles 

These included Ngarrindjeri 

Scriptures, the first Christian 

scripture in Aboriginal language 

from the Bible Society of South 

Australia 1864, Murray Island 

Gospels in the Meriam Mer 

language, 1890, the language of 

Eddie Mabo of the Torres Strait, 

and the Aranda Scriptures 1904 

translated by Carl Strehlow. 

 

A s part of the celebration 

more than 100 people  

attended an Evensong Service to 

hear one of St Paulôs organists, 

James Porteous present an organ 

recital of great quality of sound 

and interpretation.     

St Paulôs Choir under the 

direction of Matthew Stuckings, 

with Chris Erskine as organist, 

provided a wonderful musical 

contribution to the Choral 

Evensong from the 1662 Book of 

Common Prayer.  

The Hymns selected by the Bible 

Society from Together in Song  

were tailored to the Societyôs 

mission and objectives:  ñGod has 

Spoken by His Prophetsò, No. 158 

ñThanks to God Whose Word was 

Spokenò No. 431 and the special 

hymn ñThank you for 200 Yearsò. 

Dr Harris in his sermon chose as 

his text Nehemiah 8:12 ñbecause 

they now understood the words that 

had been made known to them.ò    

He traced a brief history since 

the first century (CE) of how Godôs 

word has made a huge difference to 

peopleôs lives. He outlined how the 

British and Foreign  Bible Society 

was formed in 1804 in England, and 

how Elizabeth Macquarie, wife of 

Governor Lachlan Macquarie, 

persuaded her husband to form a 

branch of the Bible Society in NSW 

in 1817. 

For more than 200 years the 

Bible Society of Australiaôs mission 

has been to provide the Bible in a 

language people can understand, in 

a format they can use. 

Dr Harris concluded his address 

with the powerful words from 

Chapter 20 of St Johnôs gospel.  

ñJesus said to Thomas (v 29) 

óbecause you have seen me you 

have believed; blessed are those 

who have not seen, and yet have 

believedò and then in v31: ñthese 

are written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have 

life in his nameò. A marvellous 

finish to a wonderful Choral 

Evensong and a day of thanksgiving 

and witness.  

Special appreciation to the Bible 

Society, the societyôs 

representative, Jonathan Harris, 

Susan Phillips from St Markôs 

Library, Kay Pendlebury, the 

Ministry team and volunteers.  

 

(Continued from page 1) 



 3 

  

Bibles of the 
world  


