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Significant events at
St Paul’s

M

anuka Parish has been witness to two
significant events in recent times: the
Easter Services and the ordination of a priest.
Both events drew large attendances. Both, in
their own way, captured through word, image,
prayer and music the church’s sacramental
message.
The size of congregations at Easter once
again demonstrated how the Christian message
continues to resonate with us. Peter Craven in
The Weekend Australian wrote: “Easter, the
Cross and the Resurrection, Good Friday and
Easter Day are us. They have formed us for
more than 2000 years”.
While the numbers attending church are
one measure, the significant other is the way
the congregations participate in the services.
The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr
Rowan Williams, once reflected on the need to
communicate an integral vision of Christianity,
one that faces up to the realities of human life
and history. He saw what he perceived from
attendances at special occasions in church as
“man's need and yearning to understand ‘the
other’, the formal element in Christianity, to
rediscover life’s own theological dimensions
and the expression of it”.
Austin Farrer, a significant theologian of
the twentieth century, a fellow, chaplain, and
lecturer in philosophical theology at Oxford,
observed that: “When Christians gather to hear
the word preached it is the rich fabric of

The long procession of clergy celebrating the ordination of the
Rev’d Kelvin Harris
images that they rehearse and
apply in a way that incorporates
the participants into the story.”
The compelling images and
messages of Easter penetrate
deeply into our consciousness:
Palm Sunday, Ash Wednesday,
the stripping of the altar, the
vigil, the liturgical re-telling of
Christ’s passion, the portrayal
of the Stations of the Cross in
schools, the silence as one leaves
church on Good Friday.
The messages of Easter
added new meaning to the event,
universal images that are central
tenets of our faith.
Christian worship on Good
Friday, expressed in one
message, confronts the dark
reality of Jesus' suffering and
death; Holy Saturday reflects the

time Jesus' body lay in the tomb,
leading to the joyous celebration
of His resurrection on Easter
Day.
One message expressed it
this way: “When in darkness
may we await in Christ for the
light of Easter to dawn upon us.
When in the light of Christ we
know that not even future
darkness can ever separate us
from the love of Christ.”
We comprehend the human
person of Jesus in a new light,
just as Mary Magdalene did
when she went to the empty
tomb to be confronted by the
risen Christ.
We were reminded that “the
memory of all Easters asserts a
(Continued on page 2)
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continued and renewed expression
of faith and hope in a broken
world”.
The Primate of the Anglican
Church of Australia, The Most
Reverend Dr Philip L. Freier, in his
Easter message said that Easter
speaks throughout the ages to the
condition of human despair.
“Christian faith,” he said,
“shows us the way in which we can
share in Jesus' victory over all that
pushes us to despair.

“Human failure remains with us,
both inside and outside the church –
failure of compassion, failure of
virtue, failure to live up to the light
that each of us has through our
conscience. All of us need to aspire to
the best that we know our human
nature can be”.
Christians, he said, speak about
having a personal relationship with
Jesus and being alive with his Spirit.
“It is not just a manner of speaking,
an odd religious terminology; it is a
real and lived experience. The joyous
Easter message is the same every
year, but it always echoes just a little

bit differently given the world in
which we live”.
The ordination to the priesthood
of the Rev’d Kelvin Harris was its
own distinctive event, expressive of
Kelvin’s commitment to God, a high
moment of participation in a service
rich in tradition: Kelvin making his
vows as a priest, Kelvin submitting to
the call of God and offering himself,
the Parish reaching out to him in
affirmation, the ceremonial laying on
of hands for Kelvin’s own ministry in
the life of the Church.

The ordination of a Priest

W

hen Kelvin Harris, a Chief
Petty Officer with a
background of 20 years in the Navy,
including service on submarines,
arrived at St Paul’s as part of his
training to become a Naval chaplain,
he observed that his life had rotated
around two main compass bearings:
the Royal Australian
Navy and God. As the
Navy took him around
the world, he had always,
he said, been aware of the
presence of God: there
had always been “a call to
serve God.” He likened
himself to the watchman
waiting for the dawn....for
God to say “now is your
hour”.
That hour came on Saturday, 13
May at St Paul’s, when Kelvin
responded, in the words of the
ordination service, to the “call of God
and the church to live and work as a
priest, pastor and teacher, for God’s
glory and the strengthening of God’s
people”. More than 300 people had
gathered to witness Bishop Matt

Brain, assistant Bishop of the
Diocese of Canberra and
Goulburn, ordain him as a priest.
The naval analogy was
inescapable. It was as though God
had issued the order to “down
periscope” and change course for
his new posting.

As a result, Kelvin’s delayed
ordination to the priesthood
became a special moment in the
life of St Paul’s in a two-hour
service, heralded by the bells
pealing, and notable for the
richness of the symbols and
imagery in its liturgy and music.
The procession at the beginning of

the service included students of St
Mark’s Theological College, clergy
of the Diocese and other
denominations, Deacons, priests,
canons, Archdeacons, and the
Rector of St Paul’s, the Venerable
Dr Brian Douglas. The readings
were given by Kelvin’s wife,
Rebecca, and his step son,
Trystien. His brother Paul and
children Joshua and Alexandra
were also present.
The ceremony involved Kelvin
being presented as a priest
candidate by the Archdeacon
and guest presenters, prayers by
the Bishop kneeling in front of
Kelvin, the exhortation and
examination, Kelvin standing
before the Bishop, now seated in
his chair, Kelvin professing his
belief and commitment to the orders
in a series of responses, the Bishop
declaring: “May God who has given
you the will to do these things give
you the grace and power to perform
them”.
Priests then gathered around
Kelvin for the laying on of hands,
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the Bishop anointing him and Kelvin
being appropriately vested. The
Bishop then presented Kelvin with a
copy of the Holy Scriptures and a
chalice and paten, giving him “the
authority to preach the word of God
and to minister the Holy Sacraments”.
When the Bishop, after the
procedures of ordination, presented
Kelvin to the congregation he was
welcomed and accepted with loud
applause. Kelvin then took his place
with the Bishop at the altar to assist in
the Thanksgiving Prayer and in the
distribution of the Eucharist.
St Paul’s Choir sang on the day.
The setting of the Eucharist was
Darke in F, a very beautiful sound,
using the 1662 words from the Book
of Common Prayer for the sung parts
of the service.
On Sunday following his
ordination Kelvin, for the first time,
was the celebrant for all services at St
Paul’s.

Photo: Peter McDermott
light of Christ, crucified and risen
from the dead, to live and work in
the power of God’s promises to him.
He must believe and trust in the

Lord who has called him to this
ministry. In so doing he trusts in the
wisdom, the power and the light of
Christ to give him what he needs in
his ministry.

Kelvin’s stepson,
Trystien Caceres,
read from the First
Letter of St John

I

n his sermon preached at the
service the Rector, the Venerable
Dr Brian Douglas, spoke of Kelvin, in
making his vows as a priest in the
Church of God, moving to the next
stage of his life of growing into God.
“He submits to the call of God and to
the discernment of the Church and
offers himself,” Dr Douglas said.
“God comes to him, in the power of
the Spirit, with wisdom, power and
light and offers these gifts freely to
supplement the gifts for ministry
which Kelvin brings.
“God blesses him; the Church for
its part reaches out to him through the
ministry of Bishop Matt, who invokes
the Spirit over him and seeks God’s
grace by the laying on of hands for
the ministry Kelvin will offer in the
life of the Church.
“Ministry,” Dr Douglas said,
“centres on believing in and living
out the wisdom, the power and the

Kelvin’s wife,
Rebecca, read from
Proverbs

The laying on of
hands

Photo: Rob May
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Purposeful witnessing
to being Christian

D

orothy L Sayers, British scholar, playwright, and
author, wrote incisively on Christianity. In 1937 the
London Sunday Times newspaper invited her to write an
article for Passion Sunday. It was published under the
title “The greatest drama ever staged”. It is collected in
Letters to a diminished Church: passionate arguments for
the relevance of Christian Doctrine.
“Official Christianity of late years,” she wrote, “has
been having what is known as a bad press. The Christian
faith is the most exciting drama that ever staggered the
imagination of man: and
the dogma is the drama.
That drama is summarised
quite clearly in the creeds
of the church. The whole
action is the answer to a
single central problem:
What think ye of Christ?”
There were
undercurrents of Sayers’
sentiments from the past in
a short sermon preached
for Easter Week by the
Rev’d Dr John Moses at the 10 AM service at St Paul’s on
Wednesday 19 April,
He was responding to media reporting on the
perceived decline of Christian ethics in our society, and
being replaced by secular ethics: that is “modes of
behaviour that have nothing to do with the spiritual
essence of human beings, but simply utilitarian behaviour
that simply serves the putatively smooth running of social
and political intercourse”.
“In short,” Dr Moses said, “the essentially humanising
impact of the Christian message of love and service to
one’s fellow human beings has become an outworn value,
no longer relevant in this day and age, so it is being
alleged by a few commentators and writers of recent
times”.
Some commentators, he said, point to the diminution
of real Christian values; but they do not show any regret
for that, indeed the very opposite seemed to be the case.
“Such writers,” he said, “may have no spiritual life, no
comparative dimension with which to judge with any
degree of certainty the accuracy of such views”.

“They have forgotten what happens,” he said, "in
societies where the true Christian ethic of love and service
to one’s fellow human beings is disregarded or indeed
intentionally made subservient by government authority to
a totalitarian state. Their recovery has in certain instances
been made possible by the efforts of people inspired by
the residual Christianity within them, to re-set the
standards for human decency.
“It would not do”, he said, “to simply
point to the deplorable derelictions of
duty and responsibility of some clergy
and religious and conclude from that
that the Gospel ought to be consigned
to history or is actually being so.
“The lesson of history is that the
Easter story of death and resurrection
of Jesus of Nazareth is still the yard
stick by which any civilised society
must be judged. Our confidence and
faith in this proposition should not be
shaken by uninformed
pronouncements on an anti-Christian crusade.
Christianity was and remains the core of our culture. It is
up to us to witness in such a way in this world so that it
stays so”.

MORE FRUIT ON THE VINE

A

s part of the one-minute presentations on the
range of activities in the Parish your editor
likened his role to being “called and sent forth to
labour in God’s vineyard (Matthew 20, 1-2)”. He
invited others to join him in the vineyard, “to grow
more fruit on the vine” to widen the range of
voices”. This issue of Community is evidence of
how parishioners have responded.. As a result
Community and its readers have been the
beneficiaries of a rich harvest in thought, word and
image. The Editor expresses his appreciation for
the response and being able to share it.
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Healing, prayer and joy
JOHN GIBSON
In an address to the St Paul’s Discovery Group the Venerable John
Gibson reflected on how he had been drawn to the Order of St Luke
Healing Ministries, Third Order Society Saint Francis and how it had
helped and enriched his journey. John is Provincial Chaplain of the
Third Order Society Saint Francis and Chaplain, Canberra Chapter
Order of St Luke.

T

he healing ministry, whether we
are laity or clergy, looms large
in our lives and we are all often asked
for example to pray for someone.
As a young boy I was extremely
angry with God when my father died
when I was aged twelve. I felt that I
had made promises to God regarding
my intentions of being faithful and
that He (God) had let me down and
not kept his promises to me.
My mother died when I was aged
20 and I recall sitting in the large
room in the intensive care ward
where you could see other patients
and thinking of their situations: that
peron could be a millionaire and the
person next to him a pauper; that
person could hold a doctorate and the
person next to her not be able to read
or write; and the person next to them
be homeless.
At this stage I was cruising
through life and God was like a
passenger sitting next to me, there if I
needed him. That hospital scene
raised for me the fundamental
question 'what is life all about ?' and
was one of the turning points in my
life.
I was drawn to the Order of St
Luke Healing Ministries fairly early
in my ministry. The attractiveness of
the Order was that it is a world-wide
interdenominational body of
Christians which began in the U.S.A.
in 1947 helping people understand
that God heals today.
There is a 'holistic' approach:
healing can be physical but as we

know this does not always happen.
Sometimes it is healing of mind
and spirit bringing peace and
assurance that God is with them.
Protocols are also in place for
healing services and providing
appropriate guide lines to those
who come forward for prayer and
anointing and those officiating.
The Order strongly affirms the
healing ministry of the medical
profession and, for instance, will
not act irresponsibly by telling
people to throw away their
medicines.
Members receive "Healing
Contact" which contains news of
the Order, testimonials and
teaching articles. The Order also
has "Allansfield" , a property at
Rhyll located on Phillip Island,
Victoria which is a place of rest,
refuge and healing.
The ultimate aim of the Order
is to restore the healing ministry to
the normal stream of church life.
There has been a growth in healing
prayer groups and healing services
across all denominations.
From my teens I knew about
the existence of Anglican religious
orders and was attracted by their
ideals of living 'in community'
with the focus on prayer, study,
work and outreach. Some of the
orders are 'enclosed' but I was
drawn to those which while living
'in community' went out into the
community.
The Franciscans were one such

community established by St
Francis of Assisi in the early
thirteenth century and there
followed a Franciscan Third Order.
This was for men and women, lay
and ordained, single or married who
lived in cities or towns carrying out
their normal occupations and
worshipping in their own parishes.
Our profession cross features a
crowned figure in sculptural relief
symbolising the risen Lord Jesus.
We do not try to live the life of
Francis back in his time but rather
we are called to a contemporary
expression of Franciscan spirituality
helping us to make Jesus Christ
known and loved everywhere.
It is not a substitute for
commitment to our community or
parish but rather is designed to
strengthen our commitment to both.
There is a time of testing known as
the novitiate during which a person
may withdraw at any time. At the
conclusion of the novitiate lifelong
vows are made which are renewed
annually.
The threefold Aim of the Third
Order is to make our Lord known
and loved everywhere, to promote
the spirit of love and harmony, and
to live simply. This is the obedience
which the Gospel lays upon us and
which shapes our lives and attitudes.
Our three Ways of Service are
(Continued on page 6)
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HEALING, PRAYER AND
JOY
(Continued from page 5)
prayer, study and work. Our three
Notes are humility (reminds me of
the servant hood of Jesus.), love
(remembering the Two Great
Commandments) and joy (which is
an inner peace and happiness).
Joy is a divine gift coming from
keeping close to God in Christ. It is
closely connected with contentment
and an inner peace, not dependant on
outward circumstances which at
times can cause me great hassles.
I like the illustration of the pond
with water crashing over it, causing
great turbulence. Under a rock is a
bird quietly sitting and the scene is
calmness. It is a scene of joy and
inner peace in the midst of
turbulence. That is the reality of
much of life.
It is God's world and so as
Franciscans we are encouraged to
delight in fun and laughter as well as
to be responsive to those in need. Joy
is very much associated with being a
giver as well as being able to
graciously receive. The very word
JOY reminds me of J = Jesus. 0 =
others. Y= Yourself. If I live life
with that priority then I have Joy.
The Principles, one for each day
of the month, reflect on our threefold
Aim, three Ways of Service and our
three Notes. We pray each day a
simple Community Obedience which
is the glue that keeps us 'in
community'.
Let me conclude with one of my
favourite prayers - Francis' prayer
for the day:
Lord, help us to live this day
quietly, easily; to lean upon your
great strength trustfully, restfully;
to wait for the unfolding of your
will patiently, serenely; to meet
others peacefully, joyously; to
face tomorrow confidently,
courageously. Amen.

Diocesan Anglican
Historical Society

O

ur Diocesan Anglican
Historical Society was
established by Bishop Owen
Dowling in 1985. Apart from being
interested in history generally, the
Venerable John Gibson, now
President of the society, said he
was drawn to the Historical Society
because of the importance of
knowing where we have come from
which in turn informs the present
and gives us signposts for the
future. “It is for me informative and
great fun,” he told the Discovery
Group.
John explained that the society
had a variety of activities. In the
first half of the year, there was an
Autumn lecture with the focus on a
person or event of historical
importance.
The annual general meeting is
held on a Saturday and takes place
immediately following lunch. Prior
to this members visit churches and
have time for one afternoon visit.
In the second half of the year
there is the very popular weekend
trip to a region of our diocese and
occasionally beyond. The visits to
churches are enhanced with some
of the faith stories about the

pioneers and parishioners of those
places.
As time permits other historic
buildings are visited and on the
Saturday night there is a convivial
dinner with a guest speaker and then
join the local parishioners for
worship on the Sunday. An annual
church service over the past few
years has also been added.
John explained that the
preservation of records, materials
and databases. written and
electronic., is recognised as of
growing importance as the years pass
by.
“The society has also produced
publications including the quarterly
Journal which contains a number of
articles by a variety of contributors.
The activities of the Society, he
said, provide great fun and it's
fascinating moving around our
diocese which is so geographically
diverse and to get a glimpse of the
worship and outreach of our various
parishes/ministry districts.
A new initiative completed this
year was the restoration and repairs
to the grave of Bishop Christopher
Barlow, born in 1859 and Third
Bishop of the Diocese of Goulburn
1902 to 1915 who is buried at the
General Cemetery, Goulburn.

Flower arrangements at St Paul's prepared by Mary Pollard and Christine
May for the Queen's Sapphire Jubilee Service on 19 March 2017. Photos
Peter Hodge
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Stalwart of the
church

“service to us all”. She
participated in a range
of activities: running
the flower roster, the 8
long standing member of St Paul’s 8AM
o'clock breakfast roster,
congregation and well known within the
working in the op shop,
Parish for her dedication to service, Margaret
supporting the senior
Roberts celebrated her 90th birthday on Palm
ladies' group, propping
Sunday. She was joined by her family who had
up stalls at innumerable
come from overseas for the occasion.
fetes, helping other
Margaret came from England, latterly
people as visitors and
Cornwall, in 1947 via South Africa with her by
transporter. It was
then husband the Third Secretary in the South
once remarked that she
African High Commission in Australia. For some had done the tasks of
Margaret, her son and the Rector
years she was a '“diplomatic hostess” in
about a dozen strong
contemplate the specially made
Canberra. It was then in the early 1950s that
men (by someone who
cakes.
Margaret began her immense and devoted
added - or eight strong
contribution to St Paul's Manuka.
women).
Her life since then could best be described as
Rob May

A

A great day in
Murrumbateman

I

t was not a good start. The weather had been wet,
cold and windy for days and the forecast for
tomorrow, Saturday 20 May 2017, was suggesting it
could get worse. The 28 brave souls who appeared at
10AM at Ken Helm’s
winery that morning were
rewarded with not only great
weather, but with a great fun
day.
The 2017 Autumn Wine
and Picnic Day got
underway with Ken
entertaining the group of
parishioners and friends
with the history of wine in
the region, his
encyclopaedic trivia quiz of
Australian Prime Ministers and sharing his love and
tastes of his wonderful wines.
The group then joined Neil McGregor or Fiona
Wholohan at their Yarrh Wines for more excellent wine
tasting accompanied by cheese, biscuits and olives that
were most welcomed as it was near lunchtime.
The tour ended at the home of Michael Richards and

Helen Neville who hosted the picnic lunch warmly and
comfortably in their home is Murrumbateman.
In addition to being a great social event, the purpose
of the day was to introduce the new Anglican global
initiative of JustWater which the Parish has embraced to
focus on the major issue of lack of safe water and
sanitation and to raise funds for the famine in East
Africa where droughts had left millions at risk of
starvation.
Funds were raised on the
day through donations,
raffle ticket sales and an
impromptu auction and
went to the Anglican
Overseas Aid’s East
Africa Famine Appeal.
Ken Helm did not charge
the usual $5 per head for
the tasting and talk.
Fiona and Neil at Yarrh
Wines also waived the usual $5 per head charge and
provided the nibbles as part of the wine tasting. They
also donated 10% of wine sales to our fundraiser. The
support of these people for us and the people of East
Africa was much appreciated. As a result of the
weekend, the AOA appeal received over $2,000.
Catherine Bohm

7

From the back pew
ANNE MAYBANKS

I

have a habit of sitting towards
the back: not because I am one of
those “good Anglicans who fill from
the back row forward”, but because
it is practical when with family. It is
easier to dash out to see to various
needs and to exit quickly at the end
of the service if necessary. I know I
am not alone in this habit.
I have been living in St Paul’s
parish for 35 years now, though not
attending the same church during
that time. My husband David and I
began going to St David’s after
moving to Narrabundah in 1983
with two small daughters. By the
time their younger sisters came
along, they were attending St Paul’s
Sunday School and I was helping to
set up the Op Shop under St. Paul’s
hall.
As the older girls reached high
school age, we looked around for a
youth group and found a vibrant
community at St. George’s Pearce.
We became part of St. George’s for
more than a decade. Then our girls
went out into the world, and began
families of their own and I began to
wonder where God might be leading
next.
During Pentecost week in 1999 I
had a remarkable dream about
Christian unity. It was a waking
vision that has stayed with me, and
informed my Christian walk ever
since.
A few weeks later, when I
slipped into the back pew at St
Paul’s, a woman from Kairos Prison
Ministries spoke during the notices.
She asked if there were any Cursillo
graduates interested in being part of
a new ecumenical team.
Kairos was coming to the

Anne Maybanks, a member of
the Ministry team at St Paul’s 8
AM service, speaks of her
“waking vision” of Christian
unity which led her to a women’s
Kairos Prison Ministry to other
women impacted by having
someone in prison and becoming
one of the ministry's foundation
members in the Canberra
Monaro region. “The dream was
coming to life. God had
prepared the way.”
Canberra Monaro region, and the
first team would be for a women’s
ministry to other women impacted
by having someone in prison. The
dream was coming to life. God
had prepared the way.
I became one of the foundation
members for that ministry in this
area. It is a ministry that has
expanded from here growing more
teams to go to Goulburn, to the Far
South Coast, to the Alexander
Machonochie Centre, and to
Berrima. God is on the move in the
darkest places, and it is wonderful
to be part of a ministry that helps
to save many lives.
It is also very stretching to be
part of this ministry. It uses every
skill and resource that our
members can bring to it. For two
decades we have worked diligently
to raise the profile of Prison
Ministry across the Canberra

Monaro region, and this year is the
first year that the National Kairos
Conference will be held in
Canberra. It is an honour and a
challenge for our small group of
volunteers, as we prepare for our
visitors in October.
David and I have reached
retirement age, but still study, and
remain very active. My mother,
aged 99, lives at one of the aged
care facilities in this parish, and we
help with the ecumenical prayer and
communion services there. I also
enjoy serving on St. Paul’s
liturgical, floristry and Verandah
rosters, as well as keeping up with
our ever growing family. And if
you have any questions about prison
ministry, please do ask me.
PS: Just watch out for the back pew
– it can be a dangerous thing to sit
there…

ST PAUL’S TO HOST
BIBLE SOCIETY
BICENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS

O

n Sunday 15 October , from
12 noon St Paul’s is
mounting an exhibition of Bibles
Old and New, up to 500 years old,
to celebrate the 200th anniversary
of the Bible Society in Australia.
As part of the celebrations
Parishioners and members of other
churches are being invited to bring
along any old Bibles, Family
Bibles, for an Antique Bible
Roadshow, with The Reverend Dr
John Harris, Bible Scholar and
author, offering an appraisal of
historical interest and monetary
value. Afternoon tea will be
available. The celebrations will
conclude with a Special Evensong
commencing at 6pm.
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An Adventure for Charity
REBECCA HARRIS

Rebecca Harris recalls her United Nations Women's “Ride for Rights”, an
Inspired Adventure in Vietnam

B

efore the ride began, there was
slight anticipation, a nervous
feeling as you question if you have
trained enough, meeting the other
team members, travelling overseas
and wondering how the whole
adventure is going to unfold,
especially with the idea of cycling
100km in a day.
The team leaders from Inspired
Adventures who created this journey
for UN Women joined the team on
this campaign. They were there for
support and guidance from the
beginning and to assist the team
every step of the way. We also had a
wonderful team made up of
likeminded people who also shared
the same passion as yourself.
Our team consisted of many
nationalities such as the English,
South Africans, Irish, Philippines,
Russian, New Zealanders, Swedish
and of course Australians.
Once you get through the first
day of cycling and meeting the other
team members the nerves settle and
you soon all discover that you
do not need to be a professional
athlete.
You realise that you are a part
of a team who have been
fundraising for a great cause to
help in creating change and that
you are now cycling as a team
for the same cause.
Riding with UN Women
Australia with the Ride for the
Rights Vietnam 2017
campaign, we cycled from the
historical city of Hoi An to the

bustling city of Hanoi. This 13-day
cycling adventure across Vietnam
beginning on 19 March became a
truly life-changing experience,
covering approximately 50 - 100km
on a daily cycling event.
Some of the cycling consisted of
riding in the chaos of Vietnam traffic,
along Mountain passes and off the
beaten track through rice paddy fields
where you see large water buffalo
wallowing in the fields.
As a team we had the incredible
opportunity to visit UN Women’s
Ending Violence Against Women
project and visit the One UN House
to meet with UN Women Vietnam
program staff.
As part of the journey I cycled
over Hi Van Pass, 15km up and 15km
down and this was a 100km day. The
next two cycling days I cycled
standing up, more than likely the only
crazy person to cycle over Hi Van

Pass with no padding.
Throughout the adventure I meet
Vietnamese UN delegates, local
charity groups and many other
inspiring people. They were as
equally passionate working towards
creating change in the local
community villages.
It was also fantastic to see how
and where the fundraising money
was being utilised in making a
difference in creating a positive
change.
Local cycling guides ensured we
tried many Vietnamese delicacies
throughout cycling in the villages.
What was amusing about all of the
eating we were experiencing is that
the entire group thought what a
wonderful way to lose a couple of
kilos; however, we ate so much food
that nobody lost any weight and
became a very amusing story to the
journey.
Overall, I felt incredibly fortunate
to be a part of the team for UN
Women Ride for Rights Challenge
Campaign for Vietnam. The
experience was an opportunity to
make a difference and to reflect on
your own life and how to continue
with support to create positive
change, and returning home to
understand how fortunate we are as
Australians and the organisations we
have in place in times of need.
Personally I had the most
wonderful experience: I hope to
be a part of again in the future.
I wish to thank the support
networks, friends, colleagues,
family, Manuka Parish and St
Paul’s for their kind donations
and words of encouragement
for allowing me to be a part of
this campaign and reaching my
fundraising target of over
$10,000.
.
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The spiritual experience of
bushwalking

M

ore than 30 people attended a
wonderful farewell lunch for
Alya and David Henry, members of
St Paul’s 10AM congregation, on
Saturday 6 May 2017 organised by
the Walking Group. It was a fitting
tribute to David's commitment to the
group going back to its initiation in
the late 1990s. David and Alya are
moving to Sydney to be near family.
David also known as “Adventure
Man” has been an outstanding and
convivial leader of great experience.
He will be greatly missed by the
walkers who have formed close
friendships with him and Alya,
especially during Alya’s last few
difficult years of ill health.
Alya has generously hosted many
tea parties at her home and always
enjoys challenging exchanges of
ideas, researching and sharing her
family memoirs, playing mah-jong
with her visitors, or entertaining
them with favourite pieces on her
grand piano.
John Holthouse, in a masterly
speech reflected on the good times
shared with David and Alya. “Events
such as this,” he said, “are tinged
with sadness”.
In responding David said he and
Alya were touched and deeply
grateful for such close friendships,
for the farewell, for the gift of movie
passes to the Orpheum theatre in
Cremorne, John’s kind words, and
the informal expressions of thanks
and friendship others had made in
conversation at the lunch.
David ended by quoting an extract
from his intensely personal
philosophical meditations on his
experience of bushwalking.

…The achievement of distance
never fails to surprise. At the
beginning of the walk we are
shown the objective: “We will be
going into this valley, following
the river up over to those (bluegrey) mountains in the distance,
then back around via another
route”. The mountains seem
impossibly far, but we set off, and
within a few hours we’re there –
what was impossible is now
achieved, by us, by me, simply by
walking. This is always a
revelation and reinforces the
feeling of strength – to possess the
ability to cover large distances in a
comparatively short space of time,
and enjoy it!
…It is easy to become absorbed
into the rhythm of the walk and let
the mind wander.
I’ve come to see the natural
environment as a spiritual place. A
kind of resonance develops
between it and me. I’m not sure if
the forest or the mountain or the
waves on the coast respond to my
presence, but I know I respond to
them in a spiritual way – there is
more to it than just rocks, trees,
water, etc – a case of the whole
being much more than the sum of
its parts. I like to think I’m
actually part of it, not just visiting,
but experiencing, contributing.
Perhaps like my feeling for the
Auroras – Borealis and Australis –
in which I had the feeling that
someone, something is trying to
communicate with us, with me;
but not achieving it because
somehow the wavelength is just
outside of my spectrum. It
engenders a “bring it on”
sensation - that I can handle what
nature has to throw at me, push
into it, stay warm, withstand the
tough stuff, and go forward
confident in equipment and
fitness.”
Henry, D.M. Adventure Man,
[Holt, Australian Capital
Territory] : David M. Henry,
[2014], pp. 135-136. ISBN
9780980481464

The Walking Group has become
an outreach that has extended into
the wider community. The
friendships made, the sense of
inclusion, and the emotional support
forged during our walks, are indeed
things to be grateful for and to
celebrate.
Mary Pollard

Photo: Catherine Bohm

From left: John Holthouse, Eva
Wanda, Alya and David.

“

I’ve come to see the
natural environment
as a spiritual place. A
kind of resonance
develops between it and
me”.
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BOOK REVIEW

exceptions as the rule. He says that they confuse
folk belief with reflective theology, abusing ,
mocking, ridiculing, caricaturing and demonising
religious faith and holding it responsible for the
ROBERT WILLSON
great crimes against humanity.
The Search for Meaning
o you have in your family circle someone
His book The Great Partnership is divided into
who is a professed atheist or an agnostic?
three sections. In the first part the author discusses
Perhaps you have a friend who denies the existence God and the search for meaning. He quotes
of God and claims that science has disproved
Einstein: “To know the answer to the question, '
religious faith. Such writers as Richard Dawkins in What is the meaning of human life?' means to be
his best selling book "The God Delusion" has
religious”.
expounded the view that true scientists cannot be
I like his quote from Freud: “The idea of life
Christians and that Darwinian Evolution has all the having a purpose stands or falls with the religious
answers to the basic issues of life.
system”. There are many modern people who
For many years I have admired the thinking and simply dismiss the whole issue by saying that it
writing of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, an English
does not matter. It is a non-issue. All their thinking
Jewish leader and philosopher. While he writes
is directed to sport or pop music or social gossip
from a Jewish perspective, Christians can relate
and nothing else matters. Sacks explores what we
strongly to his thinking. His writings
stand to lose if we adopt
remind us that Jesus was a Jew. When
such a position. This is
our Lord referred to "the Scriptures" he
the theme of the second
meant what we call the Old Testament.
part of the book.
Recently the so called "New
Challenges to Faith
Atheists", members of the British
In the third part Sacks
Humanist Association, paid for
discusses Faith and Its
advertisements to decorate the sides of
Challenges. He gives a
London buses. I recall a photograph
very blunt and cogent
showing a rather sad looking Richard
exploration of the
Science takes things apart to see
Dawkins and a sign reading: "There's
dilemma that causes so
how they work. Religion puts
probably no God Now atop worrying
many people to
things together to see what they
and enjoy your life". I wonder if this,
lose faith: the problem
mean”.
not very profound utterance, actually
of evil and a loving
converted anyone to atheism.
creator. Sacks also
This campaign stimulated Lord Sacks to show
explores the whole issue of religion as a source not
that, while we cannot prove the existence of God,
of good but of evil in a section entitled "When
the attempt to do so is misconceived. He believes
Religion Goes Wrong".
that there is no conflict between science and
Andrew Marr, British historian and an atheist,
religion. On the contrary they are in partnership.
comments that The Great Partnership is the most
Sacks sums up his conviction by saying that
persuasive argument for religious belief that he has
“Science takes things apart to see how they work.
ever read. If some of the issues that Jonathan
Religion puts things together to see what they
Sacks highlights resonate with you then you will
mean”.
find this book intriguing and thought provoking.
Sacks’ claims that atheism deserves better than
the new atheists, whose methodology consists in
The Great Partnership: God, Science and the
criticising religion without understanding it,
Search for Meaning By Jonathan Sacks. (2011)
quoting texts without contexts and taking

God, science and the
search for meaning

D
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“A fortunate
life”

n celebrating 50 years of ordained
Ministry Archdeacon Hartley
Hansford, who now serves as an
honorary priest in Manuka Parish,
recalls how he began as a Bush
Brother in Australia's outback, “with
food and lodging and under
temporary vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience, being paid ‘a dollar a
day’ to minister in the most remote
places in the country”. He was, he
says, “one of the last cohorts of
young men ordained at the minimum
age of 24”.
When he was assigned to the
Northern Territory he was one of
three priests who ministered to a
parish larger than the United
Kingdom, from Alice Springs to
Katherine and from Queensland to
Western Australia. They would spend
six weeks at a time to complete a
circuit of one part of the Parish.

Photo: Peter Hodge
The Diocese, “in recognition of
his significant dedication to the
Gospel of Christ through a range of
ministries” has conferred on him the
honorary title of Archdeacon
Emeritus, yet another milestone in
his life of Christian service.
Archdeacon Hartley has an
extensive range of ministries behind
him. He has served in the
Brotherhood of the Good Shepherd,

as a parish priest in several
dioceses, as a school chaplain, as
an Archdeacon in the Diocese and
as a Chaplain, Senior Chaplain and
State Chaplain in the New South
Wales Police.
Bishop Matt Brain conferred
the honorary title on him and
presented his licence at a service in
St Paul’s. “May Christ continue to
bless and strengthen you in your
ministry in the Church of God,”
Bishop Brain said. The
congregation responded with
applause.
Archdeacon Hartley reflected:
“I believe I have had a fortunate
life. The Brotherhood days taught
me to stand alongside all sorts of
men and women from greatly
varying backgrounds and faiths, or
no faith, to listen to them,
sometimes to work with them, and
to minister to them in Christ’s
name”

Autumn colours in
the garden

C

omplementing the front
entrance to St Paul’s were the
Autumn colours: a carpet of leaves,
going from the front door to the lych
gate that was most attractive, and the
tops of the trees, looking from the
hall entrance towards the front
driveway entrance. For Narelle
Gibson it was a photo opportunity
too great to miss for Community.
“I was just down at St Paul’s this
morning and took the snapshots”. It
was an opportunity soon lost in the
coming week which added to her
delight at having captured the
images.
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Broken Pilgrims
KAY PENDLEBURY reflects on The Reverend Elaine Farmer's
inspirational sermons in Holy Week with a summary of her presentation
“We arrive at this day in a
sombre frame of mind. Palm
Sunday’s jubilant procession into
Jerusalem became a foretelling of
death to come. By this Holy
Week’s end glory will turn to
savagery and tragedy.
Humankind which hailed Jesus
king with shouting and hosannas
will scream for a killing.
Humankind created in the image
of God. A sordid way to celebrate
its glory” - The Rev’d Elaine
Farmer

W

e were blessed at St Paul's to
be able to come together in
Holy Week from Monday to
Thursday to rest, to reflect, to be
drawn into the story, to be
challenged, to be nourished and to be
thankful.
The worship space was decorated
with candles in a pattern that drew
one to the light, to the altar. The
music was stilling and centring, but
not sombre.
The central theme of The Rev’d
Elaine's sermons was that we are
broken pilgrims on a journey. Each
night she explored an aspect of our
'broken pilgrims' journey through
Holy Week. As the week progressed,
I moved from a rather complacent
self-righteousness through
uncomfortable self-examination to a
growing awareness of the extent of
what God through Christ has done for
me. And that is shocking.
Elaine traced this journey in four
sermons, the first two looking at
different aspects of our 'brokenness',
the third at how or whether we are
willing to acknowledge this
brokenness; and finally what are we
going to do about it. All this
contained in the great love that God
has for us, and his urgent desire to

reconcile us to himself.
As well as many scriptural
references, Elaine quoted, very
dramatically, from writers such as
Wilde, Sayers, Kierkegaard, and T
S Eliot. These literary references
made the sermons vignettes of the
human condition; the brokenness is
all pervasive: it haunts every aspect
of human existence.
The events from Good Friday to
Easter Sunday, she proclaimed, are
shocking. Even though we have
been preparing ourselves over Lent,
the final words as Judas leaves the
upper room 'And it was night' (John
13:30) are ominous and dark. So
shocking are the events that we
may, to secure ourselves from their
reality, turn them into a diorama,
with cardboard figures and false
colours replicating an unspeakable
scene.
But the discipline of walking
each day in Holy Week—Monday
to Maundy Thursday—with
scripture, prayer and reflection
enables us to be shocked, to be
stricken, to be desolate, before we
are uplifted and filled with joyous
wonder on Easter morning. The
meaning of 'Holy Week' as a week
set apart becomes a reality. Our
brokenness is nourished, we are
made whole.
In the Monday and Tuesday
sermons Elaine looked at two of the
characters who played central roles
in Jesus' life, ministry and death:
Judas and Peter.
On Monday, Judas. Let us look
closely at him. What shadows of
him will we find in ourselves?
We don't know for certain why
he betrayed Jesus, but whatever the

reason, Judas was following 'his
own way, his own interpretation and
understanding of the world, and his
own idea of what freedom meant.'
Elaine asks: do we respond to Jesus
only on our own terms? How
different was Judas' behaviour to the
way we run our own lives and our
church? How often have we
betrayed? So we began the week as
'broken pilgrims', aware of that
possibility. And of the pain Jesus
feels watching us as we betray.

P

eter betrayed, too: perhaps it
was more subtle than Judas'
betrayal; but a betrayal none the
less.
Judas' betrayal was calculated
and self-serving; Peter's was
spontaneous and a result of 'not
remembering himself'. How often
do we 'not remember ourselves' and
through lack of attention betray?
The ill-timed comment or snigger,
the gossip, the refusal to help. When
have we, like Peter, 'lost sight of the
vision of God's kingdom?'
Perhaps when we rely more on
the comforts of this world to allay
our insecurity and fears. As broken
pilgrims, Holy Week gives us the
space and the generosity to admit
that failure, and to ‘weep bitterly
with Peter and with God’.
(Continued on page 14)
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BROKEN PILGRIMS
(Continued from page 13)
So, we have discovered ‘ourselves
capable of betrayal and of denying
Christ, of choosing human wisdom
over God's'. On Wednesday The
Rev’d Elaine tightened the screws:
what are we going to do about it? Are
we ready 'to receive Christ and
resurrection hope when Easter
dawns?’.
Christ’s call to a new way of renewal
and compassion, to love of
neighbour, cuts across our preferred
ways as much now as it did then.'

W

e have examined ourselves
over Lent, and now in Holy
Week as broken pilgrims we must
face the answers—and our God.
As hard as this examination must
be if we are to receive Christ on
Easter morning, Elaine reminds us

that we have a compassionate God
who weeps with us and for us as we
betray, deny and refuse. He never
fails to call us. Will we, in this Holy
Week 'listen to God's call—or will
we stuff our fingers in our ears?'
On Thursday Elaine turned from
our rather self-absorbed pilgrim
journey towards Easter with the
question: so what are we to do? The
call of Christ is not about securing
our own salvation; it is about
serving the needs of others and
participating in the struggle for a
more just world. Anything else is
self-righteous pride, and an attempt
to prove our 'purity' to ourselves,
others and God.
We have examined, and know,
our capacity for betrayal, denial and
refusal; yet Jesus wraps a towel
around his waist and washes our

feet. The gift of love, compassion and
understanding is perhaps
incomprehensible to us; the only
response is to 'hand it on'--to serve
with love.
This is hard; it requires us to give
up everything. And although our
promises 'may be slipshod or
grudging, there's nothing slipshod or
grudging about the grace of God who
is ready to back them up. We can
never know how God gives life and
power beyond our intentions to a
word spoken, a gift given, a hand
extended, an effort expanded.'
We are called, as broken pilgrims,
to pray to Christ that 'we might have
the courage to show the same
compassion for others as God has for
us.' And that is shocking.
As The Rev’d Elaine ended her
Thursday sermon: “Thanks be to
God!”

Manuka bell-ringers
represent the ACT

From left: Julie Doyle, Alison Hall, Penny Hill,
Scott Jones, Ted Reid, Matthew Sait

The Ringers' Service was held at St Paul's
he Australian and New Zealand Association of
Menangle and was followed by the Annual Striking
Bellringers held their Annual Festival this year
Competition for well struck ringing.
mainly in the Nepean Valley at All Saints Parramatta,
For the first time we were able to make up a band
the Wesleyan Chapel Castlereagh, St Paul's Menangle and solely of Manuka ringers to represent the ACT. As
the two relatively new towers of the Uniting Church
always, Sydney metropolitan ringers from St Andrew's
Bowral and St Paul's RC Camden.
and St Mary's Cathedrals were the winners but we were
Around 100 ringers from Australia, New Zealand, amazed to come a very close second.
the UK and Ireland enjoyed the local bells and hospitality
over the June long weekend.
Julie Doyle

T

14

The Ordination

The congregation for the ordination service

Kelvin makes his vows before Bishop Brain

Kelvin after his ordination being greeted by
Parishioners

Kelvin waits to be presented

Clergy gather for the laying on of hands

Kelvin as celebrant for his first service after the
ordination. Photo: Peter McDermott
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SERVICES
St Paul’s
Sunday Services
7.00 am Holy Eucharist (Book of Common
Prayer)
8.00 am Holy Eucharist (A Prayer Book for
Australia)
10.00 am Holy Eucharist - Sung (A Prayer
Book for Australia)
Choral Evensong
6.00pm Service of Choral Evensong on the
third Sunday of the month, February to
November
Prayers for Healing—
on the second Wednesday of the month
immediately following the 10am Eucharist
Weekday Services
10 am Wednesday- Holy Eucharist
St David’s
Sunday Service
8.30am - Holy Eucharist
Weekday Service
10 am Thursday- Holy Eucharist

ST PAUL’S PARISH COUNCIL
Members of St Paul’s Parish Council are: The
Venerable Dr Brian Douglas (presiding
member), the Rev’d Alipate Tuinea, the Rev’d
Kelvin Harris, the Rev’d Canon John
Campbell; Rector’s Warden: Ingrid Moses;
People’s Wardens: Bruce Glendinning and
Robert Deane; Parish Councillors: Peter
McDermott, Sandy White, Catherine Bohm
and Peter Cumines (elected); and Mary
Pollard and Tony Ralli (Rector’s
appointments).
Helen Raymond.( minute taker)

Items from the Diocesan web site are
included with permission

OUR EDITORIAL PURPOSE

C

ommunication is at the heart of our
identity as a church.
As a news magazine Community is a tool of
mission, a showcase of the Parish in all its
activities. By sharing our experiences through
reflective dialogue we renew that sense of
journey to discover the mystery of the divine,
connect with God, each other and the wider
community, and nurture Biblical literacy and
understanding.
The stories in Community reflect the unique
position of St Paul’s and St David’s in the life
of the Diocese and the nation. Its editorial
content inspired by other contexts seeks to
widen our Christian understanding, recognising
the capacity of religion to nourish individual
lives. It aims to enlighten in ways relevant to its
readers and to be a window for others beyond
the church to observe our participation as a
vibrant Christian community.
As the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr
Rowan Williams, said: “We believe in a God
who speaks and calls, seeking to communicate
more fully and effectively”.
Community encourages the engagement of
readers and contributors to reflect the richness
and diversity of the Parish and to honour and
proclaim an expression of faith in our life
together.
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