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PARISH ANNUAL MEETING

Growing in Mission
Discipleship, diversity and worship

D

iscipleship, diversity in
response, and divine worship
were key features of the report by the
Rector, the Venerable Dr Brian
Douglas, to the annual meeting of
Manuka Parish on Sunday, 20
March.
“We are all called to mission,”
he said. “It is not only the clergy or
paid staff who are called to mission.
It is my belief that we as a Parish
faithfully seek to carry out our
mission in many ways.
“Many people take the time and
make the effort to encourage me and
the other members of the ministry
team. This provides us with
confidence to carry on the mission to
which we are all called.
“There are many people and
many ways that we carry out our
mission. Some people work in an

obvious way in some of our
outreach activities and others are
quiet about their work.
“Some aid the mission by their
giving of time, talent and treasure;
others pursue a ministry of prayer
and encouragement.
“All these are godly and none
more important than the other.
What is important is that we all
discern our gifts and offer them to
support the mission.
“We are blessed by the work
and enthusiasm of so many people.
Let us all give thanks for those who
offer their gifts in the service of our
God and the mission of the Parish.
Together we advance the kingdom
of God and make Christ known”.
Dr Douglas said new people
were joining the congregation
(Continued on page 3)

R

ecognising his eight years of
service as Rector, and his
having reached the formal retiring
age of 65, Manuka Parish Council
has unanimously endorsed the
granting by the Bishop of a two-year
extension of the Venerable Dr Brian
Douglas’ ministry. The extension
concludes in August, 2017 with the
possibility of a further extension of
one year. He will review the
situation when the time comes.
“These have been good years and
I am enjoying my work greatly as
we grow together in mission,”
Archdeacon Douglas told the
Parish’s annual general meeting. “I
am grateful for the Parish’s
confidence in me to continue the
work of Rector.
“I am always very conscious of
the support of many people in the
Parish who take the time and make
the effort to encourage me and the
other members of the ministry team.
This provides us with confidence to
carry on the mission to which we are
all called”.

IN REVIEW

Coming to better understand our faith
In appreciation of the Eucharist

I

n sponsoring the motion at the
annual meeting for the Parish to
congratulate the Rector, Archdeacon
Dr Brian Douglas, on the publication
of his study of the Eucharistic
Theology of Edward Bouverie
Pusey, Archdeacon Emeritus John
Gibson said that the liturgical
tradition of Manuka parish reflected
the lasting impact of Pusey’s work
and he deserved to be much better
known.
Archdeacon Douglas’ The
Eucharistic Theology of Edward
Bouverie Pusey: Sources, Context
and Doctrine within the Oxford
Movement and Beyond leads us
towards a better understanding and
appreciation of our faith from the
perspective of the Eucharist. It is the
result of five years’ research in
Australia and Oxford where Pusey
lived and worked from 1828-1882 as
the Professor of Hebrew at the
University of Oxford.
In conversation with Community,
Archdeacon Douglas described the
Anglican Eucharistic theology as
“multiform in nature.” It expresses
different theological and
philosophical assumptions. It varies
between “a realist understanding”
and “nominalist analysis.” Pusey, he
says, advocates a moderate realist
analysis in expressing Eucharist
doctrine.
“It does significantly influence
the way we think about things if we
subscribe to one part of the tradition
or another,” Dr Douglas explains.
In a realist analysis the signs of
the Eucharist, bread and wine, and
the offering of these signs of bread
and wine are linked to Christ's body
and blood. It was in the Eucharist
that Jesus was known and that
people entered into relationship with
Jesus.
“For those committed to a
sacramental tradition,” he said, “this
means that God works in us through
the outward signs conveying to us
inward grace.
“Pusey appreciated the mystery
and the experiential nature of the
sacramental life. It was a spiritual
presence, much more powerful than

any literal presence”
Pusey was a great Hebrew
scholar, but also committed to the
Catholic heritage of Anglicanism.
Unfortunately, Dr Douglas
said, many took issue with him on
the basis of prejudice and false
information. Those who judged
Pusey considered the Eucharistic
theology he expressed was not in
harmony with Anglican teaching.
“My plan in writing the book”,
Archdeacon Douglas said, “was
not only to explore the depth of
Pusey’s Eucharistic theology but
also to reassess him and hopefully
counter some of the less helpful
stereotypes that had emerged
concerning Pusey as a person and
what he believed and taught.
“The words ‘Puseyite’ and
‘Puseyism’ had become a term of
derision for many and this clouded
the real value of the man and his
work. I sought to provide a
balance in relation to the specific
area of his Eucharistic theology.
“I was very touched at the
recent Annual General Meeting of
the parish when Fr John Gibson
and Fr Robert Willson put together
a motion acknowledging the
publication of the book”.

D

r Douglas’ theological
scholarship is striking for its
breadth and detail, a quality which
has brought him international
recognition for his study of the
Anglican Eucharistic tradition.
Dr Doulas examines various
stages in Pusey’s life as he
developed and defended his
theological interpretation of the
Eucharist. A pivotal year was in
1843 when Pusey preached a
sermon The Holy Eucharist: A
Comfort to the Penitent in Christ
Church Cathedral, Oxford which
resulted in the Vice Chancellor
suspending him from preaching
before the University of Oxford for
two years.
He preached his sermon in the
belief that he was reflecting
scripture, the writings of the early
church Fathers and various

Anglican divines. In 1851 he made
a comprehensive clarifying
statement of his position in a long
letter to the Bishop of London.
Pusey argued that his teaching
had always been that of the Church
of England and that “we spiritually
eat the flesh of Christ and drink his
blood; we dwell in Christ, and
Christ in us.”
At one level such a scholarly
work may appeal more directly to
other theologians and candidates
preparing for religious order. At
another level there is value for a lay
reader who might seek to broaden
their understanding and experience
of the Eucharist through Pusey’s
interpretation of the real presence of
Christ. To more deeply explore the
language of the Eucharist, sourced
in the Scriptures, gives new meaning
and significance to the words we
hear, speak and sing in the liturgy,
its own personal “indwelling and
enlargement of life”.
Dr Douglas mirrors what he
came to see in Pusey’s methodical
and meticulous scholarship: to
accumulate all the facts, enforcing
accuracy, an exhausting attention to
sources, and assembling the
unassailable evidence.
As Dr Douglas explains, among
what made Pusey so individual
among other Anglicans of the day
was his whole approach: that
Christian claims could be judged
from the tradition in the light of
reason and history. This included the
place of inspiration in the Bible. It
was a theology that embraced sense
and feeling, what Dr Douglas sees
as “a more mediating style.”
On a reading of the book, in
Pusey’s own words, we can come
better to understand that "our faith is
but a receiver of God’s real,
mysterious, precious gift; that faith
opens our eyes to see what is really
there, and our hearts to receive it;
but that it is there independently of
our faith.”
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(Continued from page 1)
almost every Sunday. The hand of
welcome was there for them. This,
he said, was a sign of the health of
our congregation and an outstanding
way for us to continue our mission
and ministry.
“Our vision is to be Christians
committed to worshipping, knowing
and serving God. These are not just
word: this vision is the centre of
what we do. This must always be
more than words. Our worship must
be the centre of all that we do.
“It is in worship that we are fed
by word and sacrament and sent into
the world to do God’s will. Worship
therefore always is the beginning of
our vision and mission. I give thanks
that worship at St Paul’s is carried
out in a dignified and liturgical
manner using our Anglican
formularies.
“We remain loyal to our
Anglican tradition and to the
tradition of the Parish. Many have
gone before us and it is from these
noble souls that we inherit our
vision. May we be loyal to that
vision”.

Parish
congratulates
Rector on recent
publication

PARISH RE-DEVELOPMENT

Negotiations continue on
Diocesan property development
Property Development Committee appointed

I

n his annual report, the Rector,
Archdeacon Dr Brian Douglas,
said that the major issue of mission
for Manuka Parish in 2016 continued
to be the proposed redevelopment of
St Paul’s precinct by the Diocese.
The Diocese, he said, was
continuing to implement significant
development on various sites
throughout the Diocese. This
represented a significant opportunity
for the Parish to grow in mission as
the Diocese undertakes this
development.
He said that the plan being put
forward by the Diocese included the
provision of two new rectories, a new
hall and new offices. There was also
provision for independent living units
on the church’s crown lease land
under the terms of that lease. The
heritage vista of the church and the
memorial garden would not be
affected and impacted.
The Diocese was also proposing
the possibility of other developments

next door to our crown lease land. It
was hoped that these would provide
income streams for both the Diocese
and the Parish.
Archdeacon Brian reported that
the Diocese had developed
conceptual plans for St Paul’s which
were outlined at the annual meeting
by Diocesan officials.
The diocese has formed a
Property Development Committee
comprising members of the Property
Trust and people with experience in
site development. Structures are
being put in place to enable these
developments to proceed.
Negotiations are continuing with
the ACT Government on all aspects
of the development.
Among the issues raised at the
meeting was the availability of
parking within the St Paul’s church
precinct when the more extended
development, including residential
units, was completed.

On the motion of Archdeacon John
Gibson and the Rev’d Robert
Willson the annual meeting of the
Parish warmly congratulated the
Rector, Archdeacon Douglas on the
publication of his study of the
Eucharistic Theology of Edward
Bouverie Pusey.
Archdeacon Gibson said that the
liturgical tradition of Manuka parish
reflected the lasting impact of
Pusey’s work and he deserved to be
much better known.
He observed that Dr Douglas has
made a distinguished contribution to
the theology of the Anglican
Communion.
See Edward Bouverie Pusey – Why
is he important?
(Continued on page 11)

St Paul’s altar dressed for the start of services on Easter Day as the Parish
celebrated the risen Jesus. “This is the day which the Lord has made: we
will rejoice and be glad in it.” - Psalm 118:24
Photo: Peter McDermott
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THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION

Unity and autonomy in Anglican
communion
In his presidential address to General Synod, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin Welby, reflected on the status of the Anglican
Communion following the Primates’ Meeting held in Canterbury in
January . He spoke of the Anglican Communion as being “the very work
of God, inspired by the Spirit”, called into leadership to be the symbols of
unity, to proclaim more confidently the Good News of Jesus Christ.

P

rovinces of the Anglican
locally but across the Communion.
Communion have been
Primates’ Meetings, Lambeth
recognised since its beginning at the
Conferences and ACCs are not a
first Lambeth Conference of 1867as
question of winning and losing, but
a collection of autonomous and
of discerning.
interdependent churches. The
The most remarkable aspect of
autonomy means that no meeting of
the Primates’ Meeting was the
the Communion has any authority to
energy that was released when we
give instructions to individual
acted together. I experienced the
provinces.
beauty of the Communion when,
No province is legally bound by
on issues affecting us very widely the Communion. We belong to one
often issues of life and death - there
another through the action of God, as was a sharing and an outpouring of
called to be one in Scripture, as
mutual support.
having lived as one traditionally, and
During all these discussions,
as reflecting reasonably the life of
those who are theologically in very
the Trinity by our unity in diversity.
different places in the Communion
Where a Province decides to take
demonstrated their profound
action that has a profound
support for one
We rightly talk of another; and
effect on other Provinces,
either because it is outside of
there was a
scripture, of
the received doctrine of the
tradition and reason; great sense of
Communion or through its
collective
but in the tension in
day-to-day impact (in this
effort, of
case both), then there will be which we live in a
common
Global Church, there vision, of love
consequences. That seems
obvious; actions have results. is another trio - of
for one another
The underlying issue is
and for the
freedom, order and
about reception. Both before,
of the
human flourishing”. service
but especially since, Lambeth
world. It is a
1920, reception has meant the
vision which
informal process by which, over
encompasses rich and poor, north
time, developments are accepted or
and south, breaking down barriers
rejected in a way that leads to
in the cause of Christ and the
consensus. Reception goes both
kingdom of God. It is lived out not
ways. There has been a consensus
mainly in the great meetings but in
against lay presidency, despite
Diocesan links and partnerships, in
significant pressure in the past, but
prayer, in celebration, in grieving.
the reception process rejected it. It is
We rightly talk of scripture, of
not a legal process, but a discernment tradition and reason; but in the
of the Spirit based in relationship.
tension in which we live in a
The Anglican Communion finds
Global Church, there is another trio
its decisions through spiritual
- of freedom, order and human
discernment in relationship, not
flourishing.
through canons and procedures.
As a Communion (and as
Those operate at Provincial level. All churches) where authority is found
developments must show signs of the in discernment, and expressed in
presence of the Spirit, not only
relationship, this trio is of huge

“

importance. It anchors us in the
breaking down of barriers, in facing
each other, in the beauty of human
interaction in love. Disaster has
come whenever one element has
overcome the others to an excessive
degree.
A hunger for power,
masquerading as order, has very
often overcome freedom, and
neglected human flourishing.
The Church in its order is meant to
encourage the freedom in Christ that
is promised, and human flourishing
that is the vision of the kingdom of
God..
When the balance is wrong, and
even more so when we feel
threatened, like a ship with a
dysfunctional crew heading for the
rocks, different groups all strive to
grab the wheel so that, as they see it,
they may demonstrate that they and
only they know the way to avoid
disaster.
The reality is that none of them do
know fully, and disaster is only
avoided by unity which relishes and
celebrates the diversity of freedom
and flourishing within broad limits
of order.
Freedom cannot be found without
order, and order and freedom are
necessary for human flourishing. If
we bring to our Church, and to the
world around, the certainty that Jesus
came to set us free, and to open the
way for true human flourishing in
service to each other and to Him; if
our expectation in that only in foot
washing, even of our enemies, is the
Truth demonstrated adequately, then
in beauty of relationship the grace of
God will prevail, as that grace did
during the Primates’ Meeting.
Life will not be perfect, or even
anything remotely approaching it.
There is no church order that ensures
perfection, nor one in which human
sin does not add to the problems of
the whole.
Yet there is a way forward that
reveals the unity that we are given,
and that celebrates the strength that
we can bring each other; that enables
us to love those who oppose us, and
that focuses on human flourishing
and on the setting free those who are
bound by rules which Jesus could
never have imagined. There is, in
short, a way forward in which we
look like the people of Christ.
4

THE DIOCESE

Large ordination service at
St Saviour's
“Boundary riders of our church”

A

t St Saviour's Cathedral in Goulburn, on Saturday 30
February the Diocese welcomed 17 new deacons in one
of the largest ordination services of the past decade. Among
them was the Rev’d Kelvin Harris, newly arrived at St
Paul’s as part of his preparation to become both Naval
chaplain and priest of the church

this call, and appropriate it,
serve: to speak kindly to the
Born in Darwin, Kelvin has
through the lenses of our own
oppressed; to bind and heal
served with the Royal Australian
predispositions. Thus there are
broken hearts; to release captives;
Navy since 1986 as a sub-mariner
multiple ways of aligning
to un-condemn the
and more recently on the
I pray that
with Jesus. I wonder if our
condemned and
ANZAC frigates.
mission begins upstream, in
you’ll know shame-filled.
A Chief Petty Officer and life
the way we first hear and
yourself in sober “And so to me it
long Christian, Kelvin has been
feel this call.
seems that loving one
estimate, and
preparing for Navy Chaplaincy
another with mutual
since 2010, undertaking
“I see the call for you to find why God
outdoing
theological studies.
has given you to affection;
become someone who
one another in
“I am looking forward to
through the cacophony of
us to be you, and showing honour; not
serving God in what I know to be
tasks assailing us, discerns not someone
lagging in zeal; being
a challenging and enriching life
God: to find the good,
ardent in spirit;
else.”
.
for me and my family as we share
acceptable, and perfect will
serving the Lord;
this new journey together,” he
of God, to discern less
rejoicing in hope;
said.
activity and more of what matters.
being patient in suffering;
Under the Navy’s training
“I see a call upon you not
persevering in prayer … to me it
program Kelvin will be part of
‘think of yourself more highly
seems that these are not merely a
the Ministry team in the Manuka
than you ought to think, but to
list of more doings. These are the
Parish until he returns to
think with sober
responses of a person freed from
You are the
Naval duties.
judgment’: challenging
the terrible thought that the future
boundaryIn his sermon, the
not only moments of
of God’s church is all up to me
Director of St Mark's
riders of our
lordly pride, but also
now.
Theological Centre, the
those habits of over
church. We
“I pray that all your ministry
Rev’d Dr Andrew
ambition and
each
only
hear
of Christ’s grace to the world will
Cameron, encouraged the
overreaching and
arise from Christ’s ministry to
this call, and
new ordinands to seek
perfectionism, noticing
you, speaking kindly to you,
God's will as they enter a appropriate it,
with sober judgment
healing you, releasing you,
busy and affluent world. through the
whom God has made us
forgiving you.
“Jesus,” he said,
to be.
lenses of our
“I pray that you’ll know
“chose as his mission
“I see a call here to
own
yourself in sober estimate, and
statement the passage
find why God has given you to us
predispositions. recognise the goodness
from the Bible about
of God in that ‘not all
to be you, and not someone else;
Thus there are the members have the
speaking good news,
and what it feels like to be
binding up hearts,
multiple ways of same function’. The
released into the possibility of
releasing captives,
ministry of this diaconal
aligning with
mutual affection, and joyful hope,
proclaiming God’s
service is to honour you
Jesus.
and patience, and free-flowing
favour. To be with him
simply for what you
prayer, because Someone came to
entails aligning with his
are, rather than to demand of you
serve even us”.
mission.”
what you are not.
Of the mission of the new
“I see us being surprised here
graduands Dr Cameron said:
with news, that, despite whatever
“You are the boundary-riders of
narratives of productivity and
our church. We each only hear
worth and shame and growth
might plague us, Someone came to

“

“
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AT THE HEART OF RELIGIOUS LIFE

Praising God through music
John Campbell
O praise God in His holiness
Praise Him in the firmament of His power
Praise Him in His noble acts
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness
Praise Him in the sound of the trumpet
Praise Him upon the lute and harp
Praise Him in the cymbals and dances:
Praise Him upon the strings and pipe
Praise Him upon the well tuned cymbals
Praise Him upon the loud cymbals
Let everything that hath breath:
Praise the Lord!
Psalm 150

P

salm 150 is the last psalm of the
Hebrew Psalter and is a litany of
pure praise. It details all the wind,
stringed and percussion instruments
that may be used to build up, with
song and dance, a crescendo of
praise. It is like a doxology to the
whole Psalter, embracing, finally, the
whole world. “Let everything that
has breath praise the Lord!”
Epictetus, from the second
century, in his discourses wrote,
“What else can I do, a lame old man,
but sing hymns to God? If I were a
nightingale, I would do the
nightingale’s part; if I were a swan, I
would do as a swan. But now I am a
rational creature, and I ought to sing
praises to God.”
In Martin Luther’s In praise of
music (1525) he wrote: “Music is one
of the greatest gifts that God has
given us; it is divine and therefore
Satan is its enemy. For with its aid,
many dire temptations are overcome;
the devil does not stay where music
is.”
Christopher Smart, in ‘The Song
to David’, (1763) wrote: “Glorious
the song when God’s the theme.”
I imagine that we are all familiar
with George Herbert’s glorious
hymn, written in 1633, “Let all the
world in every corner sing my God
and King. The Church with psalms
must shout, no door can keep them
out.”

Music was very important
from a very early period in the
religious life of Ancient
Mesopotamia and Egypt, where it
accompanied the daily temple
ritual, the great festivals and
funerary rites. The Sumerians
believed that its musical sounds
were pleasing to the gods and it is
clear that many professional
musicians were involved in their
temple worship.
Israel’s worship at the time of
the Kings centred on the life of the
Temple, offering sacrifice and
included prostrations, walking
around the altar, processions in the
sanctuary and other rituals, all of
which were accompanied with
music.

T

he word ‘psalm’ is from a
Greek word meaning a ‘song
sung to the harp’. Many of the
psalms date from before the Exile
and almost half of the entire
Psalter was attributed to King
David. Pilgrimage songs, laments,
and songs celebrating God’s
sovereignty, episodes in the life of
King David, and God’s choice of
Zion, Jerusalem were popular.
Choirs and orchestras
supplemented temple worship and
included trumpets, a wide range of
stringed and wind instruments,
and percussion.

Liturgical dancing (often with
tambourines) was also a regular
feature, together with joyful cries
and shouting which characterised
most celebrations associated with
the temple life and worship.
The early Christians used the
psalms of the Old Testament in
worship and sang songs and hymns.
St Ambrose (339-97 Christian era)
is considered the father of Latin
hymnody and the Gregorian chant,
(or plainsong) chiefly dates from the
10th century. Palestrina was regarded
by many as the most distinguished
composer of the Renaissance. The
Reformation period is noted for
Luther’s chorales and Calvin’s
metrical psalms.
The next century saw cantatas,
chorales, oratorios and JS Bach and
George Frederick Handel, and
others, probably best demonstrated
through “St Matthew’s Passion” and
the “Messiah”.
Many hymns were composed
during this period and many, such as
those written by Isaac Watts,
Charles and John Wesley, are still
found in current hymnals.
The mid 17th century saw the
widespread destruction of church
organs (which had been used in
parish churches in England
particularly) since the 13th century,
but after the Restoration they were
reintroduced and a golden age of
Baroque organ music followed and
has continued to develop as a most
important part of Christian sacred
music today.
In the 20th century, the classical
sacred music tradition has continued
largely unchanged.
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A rubric from the Book of
Common Prayer, Morning and
Evening said, “In Quires and
Places where they sing, here
follows the Anthem.” The choir
will now sing “Lead me Lord,
lead me in thy righteousness.
Make thy way plain before my
face”.
In a delightful book published
in the 1960s containing
children’s letters to God is the
following:
“Dear God,
Church is alright but you could
sure use some better music. I
hope this does not hurt your
feelings. Can you please write
some new songs?
Your friend, Barry”
Barry’s wishes have been
partly filled by a number of
composers and ethnic groups
leading to the development of
popular sacred music, folk
masses, rock and youth musicals,
songs of charismatic renewal,
revivalist songs, guitar
accompaniment of songs, Taize
chants, contemporary hymn and
psalm renditions, and the like.
Black Gospel music and
hymn tunes from Africa and
other parts of the world have also
had some influence. Whilst much
of this varied material has proved
ephemeral, some has been
incorporated in new hymnals,
recordings, church based singing
groups, as well as in more formal
worship in many Church
buildings.

T

he greatest influence and
significant development in
Church music in the past century
has been through the
development of the Royal School
of Church Music, originally
through the Church of England,
in England, but now both
interdenominational and
international.
Sir Sydney Nicholson (18751947) had a huge influence last
century, which has continued
since then. Singing in Church
choirs, and in congregational
pews has become recognised

both as a ministry in its own rite
and, of course, of worship to God
and of God.
Excellence in the singing of
hymns, psalms, anthems, canticles,
and sung services such as the
Eucharist, Morning and Evening
Prayer are of paramount
importance, together with the

Excellence in the
singing of hymns,
psalms, anthems,
canticles, and sung
services such as the
Eucharist, Morning
and Evening Prayer
are of paramount
importance,
together with the
speaking parts of
the worship.

speaking parts of the worship.
Congregational participation in
the services is strongly encouraged,
also as a form of ministry. The
Royal School of Church Music has
undertaken very many publications
and styles of music, especially for
smaller churches with either no
choir or for choirs of varied ability.
Music festivals and summer
schools have been held with great
success and importance in many
parts of the world, including
Canberra.
Many of us will recall the input
of composers, conductors, and
directors of Royal School Church of
Music such as Dr Gerald Knight,
Lionel Dakers, Dr Harold Darke,
Christopher Dearnley, Sir John
Dykes Bower, David Willcocks, Sir
William McKie and many others
who have contributed greatly to the
worship of our Lord through music.
Rudimentary theory of music,
organ arrangements and
instrumental accompaniments have
added to the glory of God through
music and the contribution of Royal
School of Church. Ephesians 5:19
reminds us to, “speak to one

another with psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs. Sing and make
music in your heart to the Lord,
always giving thanks to God the
Father for everything in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
The Reverend Dr Con
Campbell (my son) writes books,
plays jazz, drinks coffee, and
lectures in theology and Greek.
Con has combined his passions of
Jesus and jazz music since 2000,
(playing tenor saxophone) by
performing and speaking at many
hundreds of services, concerts in
and for churches, universities,
schools, and festivals. He is
heavily involved in evangelism
with, through, and to the arts
covering a wide range of music,
visual arts, drama and dance.
In the book ‘Outreach and the
Artist – sharing the Gospel with
the Arts’, Professor Campbell
says, “God is the ultimate Artist.
He is the creator of all things. He
delights in colour, sound, shapes
of all kinds, and un-straight lines.
Every person He has made is
entirely unique. What an Artist is
He!”
He continues, “I pray for the
churches. May they embrace the
arts as God’s good gift. May they
encourage, equip, and inspire
artists in their midst. May the
churches form partnerships with
believing artists for the sake of the
gospel. May the partnership of
creativity become a powerful
alliance in churches everywhere.”
“Let everything that hath breath:
praise the Lord.”

The Rev’d Canon John Campbell
is Warden, St David’s, and
Associate Priest, Manuka Parish
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ST DAVID’S

Reaching out to others

S

t David’s church has
demonstrated once again its
capacity to reach out to others both
within and beyond in the wider Red
Hill community.
This was in evidence when an
expanded congregation celebrated St
David’s Day at the 8.30 AM service
on Sunday, 28 February, followed by
a friendly gathering in the gardens
which has become a feature of its
outreach. The service was attended
by Assistant Bishop Matt Brain who
preached the sermon.
As the Wardens observed in their
annual report to the Parish annual
general meeting St David’s has
continued as a worshipping and
caring community.
“Our congregation is one where
we are all confirmed in our faith. We
see our congregation as deeply
Christian.
“We have a small and close
congregation which has grown closer
due to the ministry of the Rev’d
Canon John Campbell as both
Warden of St David’s Close and as
the priest for St David’s.
“After a gradual decline in
average attendance we can report an
in increase, only small, but
significant.”
The Wardens report that “the

feeling of ‘belonging’ at St
David’s has grown; our
encouragement to the Close
residents to attend our social
events has been most successful.
At our Spring Garden Party there
were almost as many close and
Red Hill residents present as there
were members of our
congregation.
“This outreach, we feel, is
most worthwhile and we will
continue with these events as long
as our funds allow.”
St David’s immediate
community is St David’s Close. It
is where a significant portion of
the congregation lives. St David’s
has been building our association
with the Close by inviting them to
our social functions. Some
members of the Close have
become regular attendees at
services.
“We have also invited Red Hill
residents to our functions as we
would like to be seen as the Red
Hill church rather than as an
accessory to the Close.
“We would dearly love to
share our love of Christ with
younger people. We sense that
our traditional Anglican service
may be attracting people. Perhaps
the tide of ‘modern’ services in
other churches might be turning”.

Photo coverage of St David’s
Day: Meg Smith
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ST PAUL’S BELLRINGERS

Country NSW welcomes
bellringers
Julie Doyle

T

he 54th Australia and New
Zealand Association of
Bellringers Ringing Festival was
held for the first time at western
New South Wales country towers –
the Hoskins Memorial Church,
Lithgow, All Saints’
Cathedral ,Bathurst and Holy
Trinity, Orange. Six members of the
St Paul’s band attended.
Each town and tower has
distinctive characteristics which
attendees were able to enjoy despite
the unseasonably hot and stormy
weather.
Ringing opportunities abounded
at all three towers and for the first
time there was a 100% success rate
in ringing the nine quarter peals each
of around 45 minutes. Several of
these facilitated ‘firsts’ for those
from non-metropolitan towers
around the country who have limited

opportunities for extended ringing.
There were multiple ringing
sessions on Thursday and Friday
culminating in the playing of the
carillon opposite the All Saints’
Cathedral in Bathurst and a Mayoral
Reception.
The Mayor, Gary Rush,
welcomed the 110 local and
international visitors and spoke of
the importance of the Bathurst
Cathedral bells to the local
community which had been very
involved in their installation in the
new brick and glass tower in 2009.
On Saturday the AGM and
Annual Dinner were held at the
Rydges Hotel overlooking the
nearby Mt Panorama motor racing
circuit. A weekend ‘family’ motor
event produced vast clouds of dense
and acrid black smoke which
covered the town for the weekend.

The Bishop of Bathurst,
the Rt Rev’d Ian Palmer, who
had been a bellringer in his
London University days,
addressed the Annual Dinner
and finished with a heartfelt
reading of Tennyson’s poem
‘Ring out, Wild Bells’.
Sunday service ringing
occurred at all three towers
with the Ringers’ Service
incorporated into Orange’s
morning service and baptisms.
The weekend included class
room sessions and also the
Striking Competition for well
struck ringing which (as
always) was won by New
South Wales.
The three towers are to be
congratulated for the
wonderful organisation which
ensured that the weekend ran
seamlessly and the attendees
were able to ring, eat, talk and
reminisce to their hearts’
content.
In 2017 the Festival will
again be held in NSW
featuring Bowral (bells
recently installed in the
Uniting Church), St James’
Menangle, Camden (bells
recently installed in St Pauls’
Roman Catholic Church) and
the Castlereagh Wesleyan
Chapel.
For more information go to
the ANZAB website:
anzab.org.au

L to R : Matthew Sait,
Jim Doyle, Julie Doyle,
Scott Jones, Susan
Tonkin, Ted Reid
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FROM THE PULPIT

Being open to dialogue
John Moses
The Rev’ d Dr John Moses renews his call for inter faith reconciliation

T

he Palm Sunday procession in
Jerusalem 2,016 years ago
ushered in the most momentous
events in world history. A chain
reaction was unleashed that is still
being felt around the world, at least
in the West.
St Paul’s missionary journeys in
the Mediterranean carrying the
message of salvation, the process of
being made whole, by being baptised
into Christ, resonated around the
then known Western world.
Christianity shaped the Western
world into what it became.
The spread of the Faith
throughout the Graeco-Roman
world, to northern Europe and then
to the Americas and Africa and the
Pacific is still on-going.
But as we well know the
reception of the Faith has not by any
means been uniform, especially in
the West, and it is still far from
conflict free. Indeed, the fractured
condition of Christianity is
undoubtedly the greatest obstacle to
its ability to perform its task of
healing the world, to deliver the
message of salvation to all peoples.
The realisation of Jesus’ high
priestly prayer in John 17: 20-21,
prior to His Crucifixion, that “they
all may be one” is as remote as ever.
It has been recently lamented by the
world’s leading theologians.
Chief among them Professor
Hans Küng has repeatedly warned
that there will be no peace in the
world until there is first peace among
the Churches, and when that has
been achieved a serious inter-Faith
dialogue can begin with the object of
reconciling the world’s great
religions. That is why the inter
Church dialogue is of paramount
concern for all humanity.
As Professor Küng has so
eloquently written, this is the most
urgent priority facing the peoples of
the world at the present time. Jesus
gave a status to peace in his farewell

discourse related in John 14: 27:
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give you; not as the world give to
you. Let not your hearts be troubled
nor let them be afraid.”
Jesus’ priority has to be our
priority at every level of existence:
private, public, in domestic politics
and especially in international
politics where the destructive power
of conflict is limitless. The
possibility of nuclear destruction
has to be the greatest blasphemy of
all time because nothing less is at
stake than the very existence of
God’s Creation.
Our Christian faith taken
seriously has to make us deal with
this at the grass roots. We are God’s
children whose duty it is to obey his
commands for our own good, that is
to preserve His Creation of which
we are an organic part.
In order to implement God’s
will we need to be open to dialogue,
first with our fellow Christians who
disagree with us. We have to be
able to tolerate each other first and
foremost.
But here in Australia this is very
difficult because of the deep
theological split between ultra
evangelical dogmatists and
traditional church belief. There is
an urge to suppress the real pilgrim
spirit and vocation of Anglicanism
to renew the Church by insisting
that there is virtually no need for a
visible Church anymore and all that
is needed is a “little flock” of
essentially Bible-believing
Christians isolated from the world.
This division within our own
Church cripples us in our
ecumenical endeavours so the way
forward is very problematic. Such a
situation is nothing short of tragic.
It challenges us all to find a
solution.
The original Christians in the
New Testament may have been a
“little flock” fighting for their
existence in a hostile pagan world,

but they overcame the “little flock”
mentality and burst vigorously forth
into the world to fulfil our Lord’s
command.
The demand of the present is
simply that we recover that initial
Pauline fervour and witness in a way
appropriate to the modern age, that is
with charity and reason, being open to
all peoples. It seems to me that the
world is in need of the healing
message of the Gospel now more than
ever.
We have to realise that we
Anglicans by virtue of our historical
experience are arguably the best
qualified custodians of the essential
Gospel calling to promote peace.
I appreciate that that is quite a
claim, but I am convinced the
historical record justifies it. The
Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral of
1888 spelled out the four key
elements that are required for the
ecumenical reconciliation: 1) Holy
Scriptures, 2) the Catholic Creeds all
of which are in our Book of Common
Prayer, 3) the sacraments of Baptism
and the Eucharist, and 4) the
Episcopate adapted to local needs.
Since its enunciation the
Quadrilateral has advanced the cause
of ecumenical dialogue and
collaboration considerably, notably,
with the Orthodox, the Lutherans and
Old Catholics. Our church continued
to be the great missionary church of
Empire and never doubted her calling
to promote the healing of the world.
In retrospect we can say that our
persistence and faith in ourselves has
been rewarded. But much remains to
be done even within the Anglican
church itself, to enter into a healing
dialogue between two significant
streams of the church to inter-Faith
dialogue. World history may not be
held up or obstructed by any current
falsely understood “little flock”
mentality. We need to insist on taking
the larger view.
During this Holy Week let us take
stock of our Anglican ecumenical
calling, draw strength and confidence
from it and determine not to be
deflected from what we know our true
vocation to be.
Palm Sunday
St Paul’s
Evensong 20 March 2016.
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THEOLOGY

Edward Bouverie Pusey – Why is he important?
Brian Douglas
The theology of the Eucharist

E

many of these divines in his works on the
dward Bouverie Pusey (1800-1882)
Eucharist and saw their work as being in
remains a significant figure in the
harmony with Scripture and the early church
Anglican tradition of Christianity. His
Fathers.
Eucharistic theology, expressed in a great many
Pusey was also committed to the Anglican
written outputs, remains a significant
tradition in formularies such as the Book of
contribution to the literature of the Christian
Common Prayer, in particular its Eucharistic
and Anglican traditions.
liturgy, the Catechism and the Thirty Nine
His work on the Eucharist began early in his
Articles of that book. It was in these
life and predates the Oxford Movement, the
formularies that Pusey believed the Church of
movement which recovered much of the
England continued in the catholic truth and
Catholic tradition of Anglicanism, but was
faith of the Scriptures and the early Church.
significantly developed and expanded in that
Pusey also valued the theological thinking
movement. His work on Eucharistic doctrine
of
his
own day, especially the recovery of
continued throughout his life and represents a
Anglicanism’s catholic heritage in the Oxford
sustained and significant contribution.
Movement, while at the same time respecting
Pusey’s Eucharistic theology continues to
Anglicanism’s Reformed commitment to
have relevance to the present day and in fact
Scripture. Other theologians contemporaneous
harmonises with much modern reflection on the
with Pusey both in Germany, in England and
Eucharist, particularly in relation to his
in the Oxford Movement, significantly shaped
consistent use of moderate realism (a
and moulded his thinking so that he developed
philosophical concept which argues that God
a mediating position in relation to theology
uses things of this world to convey God’s gift
which balanced his conservatism in biblical
of grace) and the ecclesial dimension of the
theology to some extent.
Eucharistic celebration where we meet and
Pusey was also significantly influenced by
celebrate the Eucharist together as the body of
the work of writers and poets, especially the
Christ. Pusey’s work also is in harmony with
Romantic poets and other poets like John
modern philosophical thinking which aims to
Keble and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, whose
present a critique of reason and to find a
work taught him about
balance between the rational and the
experience of the tradition.
The community of the sacramentality and the way that God
works in the world through the
Pusey’s Eucharistic theology
Church was
material creation.
also derives from his exhaustive use
important to Pusey
It was this commitment to
of sources and the application of
since it was in the
sacramentality that Pusey expressed
these sources in the formation of
in a consistent stream of moderate
context of the
doctrine. Pusey was committed
realism in his writings on the
throughout his life to the analysis of community meal of
Scripture and for him Scripture was fellowship that Christ Eucharist. For Pusey the things of
this world, bread and wine and their
the primary source of his Eucharistic
was truly known by
offering in the Eucharist in the
theology. His many works on the
Eucharist abound with references to those who worshipped context of the celebration of the
him in the Eucharist. Christian community, were the
the Scriptures.
means and vehicles of receiving
Pusey was also committed to the
God’s grace.
analysis of the works of the early
For
Pusey,
Christ was really present in the
church Fathers, not as a replacement for
Eucharist
in
the
elements of bread and wine
Scripture or in addition to Scripture, but as a
and
his
sacrifice
was commemorated in a real,
means of interpreting Scripture, since it was, he
but not fleshy way, through the offering of
believed, the early church Fathers who were so
these elements in the Eucharist.
close to the writing of Scripture. It was from
The community of the Church was also
the early church Fathers that Pusey sought to
important to Pusey since it was in the context
discover catholic (that is universal) truth and
of the community meal of fellowship that
faith.
Christ was truly known by those who
Pusey’s use of sources for his Eucharistic
worshipped him in the Eucharist. This was for
theology also included the Anglican divines
from the Reformation to his own day. He used
11

Pusey a matter of experience rather than merely
an intellectual exercise.
It was on the basis of this consistent stream of
moderate realist philosophical assumptions that
Pusey developed his doctrine of the Eucharist:
one which saw Christ as really present and the
benefits of his sacrifice known in the context of
the worshipping Christian Church.
Pusey’s Eucharistic theology was careful to
exclude any carnal or immoderate realist notions
of Christ’s presence and sacrifice as a fleshy
presence in the Eucharist and so he firmly and
consistently advocated a moderate realist
doctrine of the Eucharist.
Pusey’s doctrine of the Eucharist expressed in
the context of his times, with exhaustive attention
to sources and in a moderate realist framework,
was creative and remains current and indeed preemptive of modern Eucharistic theology.
Pusey’s Eucharistic theology remains an
important link in the chain of thinking on the
Eucharist for the Anglican and Christian
tradition.
In my book I have attempted a reassessment
of Pusey’s work as a theologian based on his
Eucharistic theology. It acknowledges that
Pusey’s biblical theology was conservative, even
pre-critical, but that it was nonetheless thorough
and scholarly, despite his repudiation of modern
critical methods of biblical interpretation.
Pusey rejected much of the higher criticism of
the Bible since he believed it relied too heavily
on rational approaches to the exclusion of the
experience of the tradition. He believed that a
more balanced and mediating approach was
necessary.
At the same time Pusey’s biblical work
contained a creative dimension in his use of
typological interpretation, where he saw the Old
Testament as a prophetic type of the New
Testament.
Pusey’s embrace of the early church Fathers
and their typological methods led him to see the
types of the Old Testament as a prophecy of the
archetypes of the New Testament. This is
particularly apparent in his consistent appeal to
moderate realism and the doctrine of the
incarnation of Christ in the development of
Eucharistic theology.
Pusey’s work as a theologian has, however,
been overshadowed to some extent by over
emphasis on his conservative biblical theology
and negative caricatures of his personality. This
has been done without adequate consideration of
his epistemological commitments, that is, the
ways he believed people know things through not
only rational processes but experience and the
mystical, and the balance that these provide to his

work has been overshadowed by an overemphasis on psychological analysis.
Some twentieth century scholars have
characterised Pusey as conservative and
reactionary and deeply psychologically scarred.
Scholarly interest in Pusey has therefore been
limited in recent years, although there is some
evidence in the last 50 years or so of new
scholarly interest in Pusey and a more positive
reassessment of him as a theologian and a
person, while at the same time admitting his
limitations.
This new work on Pusey is, however, not
extensive and the caricatures still seem to
condemn him in the minds of some scholars.
My book has attempted to balance this view
of Pusey and to look at the context in which
Pusey wrote on the Eucharist, the sources he
used in the expression of his Eucharistic
theology and the doctrine that he expressed over
a long life of faith and academic study.
Evidence presented in the book suggests that
it is possible to provide a reassessment of Pusey
as a theologian on the basis of his Eucharistic
theology, and to argue that this reassessment
presents a more positive and useful picture of
Pusey as a theologian than has been expressed in
the past.
Pusey’s consistent use of moderate realism
and his commitment to the ecclesial expression
of the Eucharist within epistemological
commitments that are prepared to critique reason
coincides with modern philosophical reflection
and Eucharistic theology and shows that Pusey
was creative and pre-emptive of later
developments in his own time.
It was my belief in writing the book that
Pusey as a theologian deserves greater attention
in the scholarly literature of Anglicanism and
the Christian tradition. His work helps modern
day theologians to appreciate their theological
heritage and provides an example of a faithful
scholarly life and work.
I always hoped that my book would
contribute to the process of reassessing Pusey as
a theologian and encourage others to devote
time and effort to the study of his work. The
reader must assess to what extent I have been
able to do this.
The Eucharistic Theology of Edward Bouverie
Pusey: Sources, Context and Doctrine within
the Oxford Movement and Beyond (Leiden:
Brill, 2015)
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IDLE MOMENTS

Qing for England
Michael Roach

T

here is no doubt about it that
English people know how to
queue, and in fact, they would win
an Olympic Gold Medal if it was
declared a sport.
I must confess that I, too, have
queued and learnt a lesson from
double queuing.
The scene is Lord’s Cricket
Ground, London, 1947. I attended
the game with my old friend,
Richard Mullis. We were both mad
keen cricketers and fans. We also
collected autographs. We spotted a
line forming to obtain the signature
of Trevor Bailey. Bailey was a well
know player in England - Test
Matches and County games. He was
the Captain of Essex and an all
rounder.
I had the autograph and rejoined
the queue and arrived once more at
Bailey’s presence. “ No, I am not
signing again, you already have my
autograph. I recognise you from a
few minutes ago” said my hero. Red
faced and embarrassed, I fled the
scene for the far reaches of the
ground. Lesson learnt.
Prior to my experience at Lord’s I

had lived in Bristol, having been
evacuated from London to live with
my aunt, uncle and family. In those
days Bristol was bordered by
Gloucestershire and Somerset. The
renewal of county cricket followed
Victory in Europe and I always like
the name of Somerset and the
fact that as a County Cricket Team
they were considered to be the least
likely to win the Championship.
Those honours usually went to
Yorkshire, and I can
see the smile on Alec Lazenby’s face
now. Yorkshire in those days had a
very strict rule that you could not
qualify to play cricket for them
unless you had been born in the
County. You can envisage
many border crossings by intending
parents to ensure their lads would at
least have birth rights. Since then
Yorkshire have contracted players
from outside of the County and even
have an Australian Coach.
The result of this strict rule
meant that any Yorkshire born
players who did not gain a place in
the team usually migrated to a
friendlier welcoming County.

Somerset had a number of
Yorkshire players in their teams
after the War and amongst these
were Johnny Lawrence (leg spin)
and Miles Coope (mid order
batsman).
I recall attending a
Gloucestershire v Somerset County
Cricket Match at Bristol and at the
end of play I was strolling out of the
ground and came upon a caravan.
Sitting there was Johnny Lawrence
with his wife and sitting nearby
was Miles Coope. They had just
started to have their evening cup of
tea but immediately offered their
autographs. What a prize! Those
autographs joined others in my book
which was becoming quite a cricket
treasure trove.
Unfortunately my book was lost
while I was living in Papua New
Guinea and I can but hope that the
finder appreciated the fact that I had
queued for the signatures inside.
Incidentally, Johnny Lawrence
was a very devout Christian and
refused to play cricket on a Sunday,
even for his own Benefit (Bonus)
Year. Miles Coope spent the off
season tuning Church Organs.
Sometimes joining a
queue does result in happy
memories, but certainly not double
queuing.
12th Man With Boots

First ANZAC Day memorial
service recalled in Brisbane

T

he unveiling of a memorial to Canon David John
Garland, “unofficial architect” of Australia’s Anzac
Day service, in Brisbane on 22 April included the
presentation of a book on the Origins of Anzac Day by the
Rev’d Dr John Moses, of St Paul’s, co-authored by Dr
George Davis of Dunedin. The unveiling by the Governor
of Queensland, Sir Paul de Jersey, took place at St Mary's
Church Kangaroo Point, Brisbane.
Canon Garland was a compassionate campaigner for the
fallen and devised a special, solemn day of
Commemoration on 15 April, 2016. Research by Dr
Moses sand Dr Davis demonstrates how and why Anzac
Day got started and became confirmed by both state and
Commonwealth legislation.
Present at the unveiling and presentation were Mr Bill
Glasson, who chairs the Canon Garland Memorial
Committee, and Mr Con Drozdovskii, Secretary of the
committee.
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YOUNG PEOPLE IN ACTION

BISHOP’S EASTER MESSAGE

Volunteers descend on St
David’s for gardening duties

The importance
of second chance

E

aster demonstrates the importance
of second chance. Second chances
are Australia’s national story. We’re not
simply the land of the long weekend but
the place where getting a fair go matters.
Our convict forebears arrived on
these distant shores often thinking it to
be a god-forsaken land. Yet many made
a new life for themselves that was
simply impossible in the old country.
Dig through anyone’s family photo
albums and you’ll see countless stories
of second chances. You’ll meet
ancestors who made a fresh start here,
free from all the strife, poverty,
vindictiveness and resentment that
characterised their villages, cities and
nations?
But second chances don’t come
cheap. Although most of our ancestors
discovered fresh opportunities for
themselves and their children on these
shores, indigenous people paid an
unjustly high price in the form of
dispossession, poverty and invisibility in
their own country.
Easter and the resurrection is about
second chances for everyone.
At the cross, we find the opportunity to
start afresh. We find the power to make
a new life in its shadow. Through the
cross, we discover the strength that
goodness brings as we are set straight
after a lifetime bent out of shape by
pride, anger, envy, greed and
indifference. But we only get second
chances because of Good Friday.
On that dark day, Jesus died at the
hands of people who were only
concerned with entrenching their own
privilege, passing the buck and profiting
from violence. He paid the ultimate
price so that we might get a second
chance and know the dignity, respect
and responsibility that come with it.
God’s goodness would not be
defeated by evil. God brought out the
best from what humanity dished out that
day and he does still, each and every
day.
It takes generosity and goodwill to offer
others a second chance in life, especially
when it is undeserved. It takes courage
and honesty to ask for a second chance.
+Stuart Robinson

“Go and work in my vineyard” (Matthew 20:1-16)

J

esus’ parable of the vineyard
as the Kingdom of Heaven
was given new meaning,
dimension and purpose when
up to 40 young people
descended on St David’s Close
in April to transform the
grounds.
With demonstrated
enthusiasm they excavated a
bank, cleared a slope, and
planted an avenue of shrubs and
groundcovers in what was
described as an astounding
effort, “all accomplished with
remarkable, grace, good
humour, and miraculously no
injuries”.
They were members of “Soul
Survivors”, an organisation
formed to encourage young
people “to live out the heart of
worship in word, spirit and
action.”. They were attending a
non-denominational Christian
camp and conference held at
Trinity Christian School campus
on 13-16 April.
The participants from grades
7-11 came from public and
private schools in the ACT and
surrounding area, including
Bateman's Bay, Young and
Wagga. Anglicare was a partner
in organising the camp.
The camp this year was the
first activity solely for the ACT
area. It had as its theme and the
slogan 'more than a song',
symbolised by a logo of a shovel
and a guitar. In addition to
singing and discussion, the
young people were involved in
community projects across the
ACT and Queanbeyan.
The activities included
working at St David's Church
Red Hill, at St Benedict's
Church Narrabundah, and at
Karabar for Christ Church
Queanbeyan, gardening and
washing cars at Brindabella
Court, constructing sandpits for
Anglicare early learning centres,
and restoring gardens for people

with disabilities.
The “Soul Survivors” movement
was born out of a passion and need to
“provide a base for ‘middle ground’
practice of worship, valuing intimacy
with God’s gift of the Spirit and
practical servant evangelism.” Now a
full-time Ministry its activities have
grown to include regional events.
“Soul Survivors” says its key
priority is “relationship: relationship
with God, one another and the world
God loves”. It involves itself in acts
of worship and devotions, particularly
through music and song, combined
with a lifestyle of worship”.
Photos and coverage: Robert
Goodrick
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REFLECTIONS

Lord of hopefulness, Lord of all joy
Robert Willson
A classic modern hymn

O

n the Fourth Sunday in Lent in
St Paul’s we sang the famous
hymn which begins with these
words:
Lord of all hopefulness,
Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could
destroy,
Be there at our waking
and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts,
Lord, at the break of the
day.
(Hymn 613 Together in
Song).

There are four verses. They cover
the day, from “our waking”, “the
noon of the day”, “the eve of the
day” and finally “the end of the
day”. It is a splendid hymn and no
one can sing it without a lift of the
spirits. The usual tune is Slane.
Behind this splendid hymn is a
remarkable story. The author also
wrote a best selling book, made into
a very popular Hollywood film.
That the film, seen all over the
USA, did much to hasten the entry
of the United States into World War
II. The book and the film were Mrs
Miniver.

T

he author of this hymn is listed
as Jan Struther. She was born
in London in 1901, the daughter of
the Hon. Dame Eva Anstruther. She
wrote under the pen name of Jan
Struther, combining her Christian
name and her mother’s family
surname. Jan was privately educated
and began to write poetry and
hymns.

Jan was described as a tomboy
figure whose favourite word was
“zest” and who lived up to that
image. She married and had three
children but the marriage
eventually went cold and they
separated. Eventually she was
asked by Peter Fleming, brother of
Ian Fleming, to write a series of
articles for the woman’s page of
the Times. She thought up the
name Miniver which is a kind of
fur used for trimming costumes.
Peter Fleming asked for
something with the light feminine
touch. Her first piece about Mrs
Miniver appeared in 1937. Mrs
Miniver is a sensible and
humorous middle-class woman
who came to be a symbol of
British pluck and determination.

J

an Struther eventually wrote
one novel based on her articles,
which became very famous. It is
Mrs Miniver. She based it on the
newspaper articles she wrote for
the London Times, about an
ordinary middle-class English
family just before the Second
World War.
MGM produced the film
version of the book in 1942 with
Greer Garson in the leading role
and directed by William Wyler.
Before the war Hollywood had
portrayed Britain as filled with
class snobbery and social
privilege. This stereotype played
into the hands of people like
Charles Lindberg who did not
want to see their country dragged
into war with Germany.
But one source comments that
Mrs Miniver, (book and film) was
crucial in the effort to woo
America into the war on the side
of the British Empire.

Winston Churchill is quoted as
saying that the film was worth six
divisions in the war effort.
Today Mrs Miniver is largely
forgotten though film buffs are
keen to remember that it won the
Oscar for 1942 and aroused the
sympathy of ordinary Americans
most effectively.

T

he hymn itself was written in
1929. It presented a robust,
non-doctrinal, non-sectarian view
of God and the world. The request
for the hymn was made by Jan
Struther’s London neighbour,
Canon Percy Dearmer of
Westminster Abbey. She scribbled
out the words for him.
The hymn was a great success
from the first and today is
recognised as a classic modern
hymn.
But perhaps the supreme irony
is that Jan Struther was not
particularly interested in
Christianity or the Church. As one
authority writes, her interest in
such matters was “minimal”.
Rarely did she appear in Church.
Yet by a stroke of luck or
genius she wrote a hymn that all
may sing. She also wrote a novel
and the theme for a film which
helped to change history in World
War II.
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SERVICES
St Paul’s
Sunday Services
7.00 am Holy Eucharist (Book of Common
Prayer)
8.00 am Holy Eucharist (A Prayer Book for
Australia)
10.00 am Holy Eucharist - Sung (A Prayer
Book for Australia)
Choral Evensong
6.00pm Service of Choral Evensong on the
third Sunday of the month, February to
November
Prayers for Healing—
on the second Wednesday of the month
immediately following the 10am Eucharist
Weekday Services
10 am Wednesday- Holy Eucharist
St David’s
Sunday Service
8.30am - Holy Eucharist
Weekday Service
10 am Thursday- Holy Eucharist

ST PAUL’S PARISH COUNCIL
Members of St Paul’s Parish Council are: The
Venerable Dr Brian Douglas (presiding
member), the Rev’d Canon John Campbell,
Dr Ingrid Moses (Rector’s Warden), Robert
Deane, Peter McDermott (People’s Wardens),
Catherine Bohm, Christopher Deane, Peter
Cumines, Sandy White, Mary Pollard (Parish
Councillors), Duncan Anderson, Lorraine
Litster (St. David’s Wardens), Tony Ralli
(Rector’s appointment). Helen Raymond.
( minute taker)

Items from the Diocesan web site are
included with permission

OUR EDITORIAL PURPOSE
In the service of the Parish, and recognising
that communication is at the heart of our
identity as a church, Community aims to
connect people with God, with each other and
with our wider community by sharing
experiences through reflective dialogue.
Community seeks to create a sense of
encounter and belonging, to build relationships
within the church and beyond, to recognise the
capacity of religion to nourish individual lives,
and to reflect the unique position of St Paul’s
and St David’s in the life of the Diocese and
the nation.
It will do this through stories of the Parish,
the Diocese and the wider Anglican
communion that report, inform, and enlighten
in ways relevant to its readers and be a window
for others beyond the church to observe our
participation as a vibrant Christian community.
As the former Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr Rowan Williams, said: “We believe in a
God who speaks and calls, seeking to
communicate more fully and effectively”.
Community seeks the engagement of
readers and contributors to reflect the richness
and diversity of the Parish and to honour and
proclaim an expression of faith in our life
together.

Community
Produced by:
Serving:
Telephone:
Fax
Website:
E-mail:
Rector:
St David’s:
Warden and
Associate Priest
Publication:

St Paul’s Parish Council,
Manuka, Anglican Diocese of
Canberra and Goulburn
St Paul’s Manuka
St David’s Red Hill
02 62396148
02 62394079
http://www.stpaulsmanuka.org.au
office@stpaulsmanuka.org.au
The Rev’d Dr Brian Douglas

The Rev’d Canon John Campbell
Community is available in print
and electronic form on the St
Paul’s Parish web site or by email.
Printed by:
MBE, Manuka
Editor:
George Menham
E-mail:
menhamg@ozemail.com.au
Requests:
Please contact St Paul’s Parish
Office.
© 2015 All rights reserved

16

