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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

St Paul 6s Chur ch ges(493839,i1958-56iamd 26G0020@LE with ¢aeh
stage stylistically consistent with the architect® (Burcham Clamp and Sons) initial
design. It is significant for its aesthetic, historic and social values and continues to be

above the threshold for entry to the ACT Heritage Register.

The ancillary buildings of old rectory, new rectory and hall/office are of lesser heritage
value and would not reach the threshold for listing in their own right. Consequently there
is no heritage impediment to their demolition subject to the old rectory, designed by
Malcolm Moir, being recorded for posterity.

Most of the garden landscape has been substantially altered over the years with a major
remodelling being undertaken from 2001-2004. That phase of work is appropriate to the
church and its setting and there is no recommendation for its change. A few trees are
historically significant and warrant continued careful management and there are other
areas on the site that could be improved. One opportunity includes the reinstatement of
a perimeter hedge or fence. As landscaping work to date has tended to be piecemeal it

is recommend that a landscape plan for the whole site be developed.

There are further opportunities to extend the church and to redevelop the rectories, hall
and office however all new work should be done with very careful attention to
architectural style and detail. Setbacks and heights will also be critical if new work is not
to dominate or detract from the church. To help in this regard some development

guidelines are provided later in this conservation plan.

The report also includes policies to guard against over-commercialisation of the site,
which could inadvertently lead to a diminution of its spiritual, commemorative and

celebratory uses.

The church building is well cared for by volunteers, however to ensure that information is
transferred to subsequent groups it is recommended that long-term strategies, such as

the development of a maintenance plan, are implemented and regularly updated. A list of
maintenance work identified by current and former church wardens has been included in

the Appendix.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

St P a u Chureh was extended in 2001 with the construction of two extra bays at its western end.
As part of the extensive work the grounds were also re-landscaped to include additional car
parking, a landscaped entry, memorial gardens, a reflection pool and modifications to the
pedestrian network. In addition there has been ongoing maintenance and restoration to the
church and hall.

The former conservation plan by Eric Martin and Associates was completed in October 2000 and
as a consequence does not address the substantial amount of work across the site that has
occurred since that time.

The ACT Government has announced its intention to demolish the Stuart Flats complex that
abuts the eastern and southern boundary of the church site and for the land to be redeveloped by
private interests. The Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn has been in dialogue with the ACT
Government as the Diocese also wishes to redevelop the adjacent part of the Church property,
including both rectories, the hall and office.

Discussions continue between the two parties in a different timeframe. However it is clear that the
St Paul 6s @dwilioaupy aovery diffdrént landscape in the near future. This
Conservation Management Plan (CMP) prepares for these changes by guiding decision-making
as development takes place around St Paul 6s.

The ACT Heritage Council has very generously contributed to the cost of producing this up-dated
CMP to address the above issues.

1.2 Purpose of this report

This CMP reviews the heritage significance of St Paul& Church and grounds, notes the condition
of building and landscape fabric and identifies work that should be undertaken to maintain or
enhance the significance and condition of the place.

The report seeks to provide useful guidance for the Parish Council and clergy who have direct
and day to day responsibility for managing the site. To achieve this there are sections highlighting
constraints and opportunities, and a detailed review of St Paul& building condition noting works
that have been completed in recent years and those that remain to be done.

In the light of changes that have occurred over the last 15 years, since the previous heritage
assessment was undertaken, this CMP provides an updated history of the place, reassesses the
significance of the church and grounds and includes a revised Statement of Significance that may
be used by the ACT Heritage Council to inform the heritage register citation for StP a u.l 6 s

The report also aims to provide a document that is familiar to and supported by all members of
the parish so that they have a fuller understanding of the heritage value of the whole site and the
rationale behind some of the conservation and management actions that are undertaken.
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1.3 Methodology

The methodology follows that provided in the ACT Heritage Council template and is consistent
with the Burra Charter process for such documents. The CMP has drawn heavily on the expertise
of those who have a detailed knowledge of the place and its history.

Eddie J Braggett provided the historical summary based on his own work and research for

previous publications on the Church. Other secondary sources include St Pa ul &istorfPbygr i s h
Harry Taylor-Rogers, and the former Conservation Management Plan by Eric Martin and

Associates (EMA). Additional data has been sourced from the Anglican Church archives and from

Colin Stewart Architects. The grounds were inspected in detail in the company of Mary Pollard,

and the Church was reviewed with the invaluable assistance of the Parish Warden Robert Deane.

The two rectories and the hall/office were also inspected with the help of the Venerable Doctor

Brian Douglas. Pip Giovanelli provided specialist heritage input.

A draft copy of the report was circulated to the Parish Council for their comments and these have
been addressed in the final document.

1.4 Location

St Paul 6s Church is | ocat e@ankemaAvehue arsl CaptainCoekast er n ¢ o |
Crescent, Griffith, ACT 2603. Its legal property description is Block 1, Section 39, Griffith,
Canberra Central.

The St Paul 6s Ch u thedrange cicle Sdurse: Gobgte Earth b y
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St Paul 6s Church i s | ocat isdlignecapprokiraatety ds5rdegrees eastof north.eThetptogetyk b u t
boundary is shown in red. Source: Google Earth.

15 Brief

The brief was to develop a new Conservation Management Plan that can guide the ongoing and

long term repair, maintenance and conservation of the heritage listed St Paul's Church building

and site. The CMP is to accord with the Burra Charter by providing an up to date history along

with an analysis of both the built and landscape fabric on the site. Th e p | sigoificénse was to

be assessed against the ACT heritage criteria to arrive at an updated Statement of Significance.
TheCMPshouddevel op a new set of policies to guide

Sy mpa

significant attributes and the siteds overall herit:

ongoing conservation and repair of the Church building.

1.6 Authorship

This Conservation Management Plan was developed by an in-house team of advisers/specialists
from within the Manuka Anglican Parish, supplemented by the services of a heritage architect,
funded courtesy of the ACT Heritage Unit.

Heritage Architect: Philip (Pip) Giovanelli BSc Arch (Syd), BArch, (Canberra)

Historian: Emeritus Professor Edwin (Eddie) J. Braggett B.A. Dip. Ed (N.E.);
M. A. (N.S.W.); M.Edd. (Syd.) Ph.D

Project Manager: M A (Sandy) White BSc (Hons) FIEAust CPENg (ret.) MICE CEng
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1.7 Client
The client is the Parish Council of the Anglican Parish of Manuka, PO Box 3417, Manuka, ACT

1.8 Limitations
Access

It was not possible on the day of inspection to ascend the inside of the church tower above the
bell ringing platform.

The subfloor of the church was not inspected.
The carpet in the nave was not lifted to inspect the condition of the floorboards.

The interiors of both rectories were entered however the personal spaces of the houses were not
inspected.

1.9 Burra Charter

All parts of this Conservation Management Plan conform to the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter,
2013. For people not familiar with the Burra Charter, it sets a standard of practice for those who
provide advice, make decisions about, or undertake works to places of cultural significance
including owners, managers and custodians. In essence this CMP investigates the history, fabric
and use of the place and analyses it against heritage criteria to understand its cultural heritage
significance. Policy for the place is then developed after considering a range of constraints,
opportunities, future needs, resources, condition and significance. Management and works
recommendations are made in the light of the Policy. A full copy of the Burra Charter can be
downloaded at http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Burra-Charter-2013-Adopted-
31.10.2013.pdf and a copy is included at Appendix 4.

1.10  Statutory Listings
ACT Heritage Register

In 2011 the ACT Heritage Council provisionally regi
a significant heritage site under the ACT Heritage Act 2004.

A copy of the Heritage (Decision about RegistrationforStPaul 6 s Chur c h, Griffith) N
Notifiable Instrument NI 2011 7 109 is given at Appendix 1

The Statement of Heritage Significance notes:

The Church building is an excellent example of an Inter-War Gothic church with Art Deco
influences. The building has high aesthetic qualities demonstrated by its:

Strong symmetry

Fine brickwork detailing

Angular and triangular detailing and forms
Sandstone tracery

Stained glass windows

Form and detailing in the bell tower


http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Burra-Charter-2013-Adopted-31.10.2013.pdf
http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Burra-Charter-2013-Adopted-31.10.2013.pdf
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The church building has landmark qualities in the Manuka precinct. It is located on a major
intersection and can be viewed from both streets. It is set on a raised curved part of the site with
mature exotic trees around the building which create a parkland setting for the church. The
church and its setting are representative of the landscape aesthetic principles applied in the
development of the National Capital in the 1930s.

Pl antings in the church grounds are also typical of
They reflect the range of plant species grown by the Government Nursery, for use in both
domestic gardens and the public domain in the period.

St Paul 6s Anglican Church is the first Anglican Chui
National Capital and is the first Anglican Parish in South Canberra.

During WWII, St Paul s Church served as an icon of |
prayer services.

1.11  Non Statutory listings

Reqister of the National Estate (former)

St P a uslligiesl onwh@ Register of the National Estate, a former Commonwealth heritage list
that has since been closed. Note that listing on the RNE does not indicate that the place was of
National significance. The RNE is no longer a statutory list and all references to it in the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) were removed as of the
19th of February 2012. The following extract is from the archived version of the RNE and is
included for historical relevance.

List Register of the National Estate

Class Historic

Legal Status Registered (30/06/1992)

Place ID 17894

Place File No 8/01/000/0382

Statement of The first Anglican Church built for the Federal capital, which is architecturally
Significance: important for its stylised Gothic design, revealing the influence of W B Griffin

on his former partner, the architect J Burcham Clamp. The tower of the
Church in particular is a strong element which adds to the contribution the
Church and the trees around it make to the townscape (Criteria G.1 and F.1).

Description: The parish was formed as a district of St John's, Reid in 1914 and a
corrugated iron hall was erected in Kingston to serve the needs of the nearby
workmen's camps. By 1926 it was decided that a more central site was
needed and a Church site at Manuka was secured. Economic factors delayed
construction until after the formation of St Paul's Church committee in 1937. In
1938 a design by J Burcham Clamp and Son was approved. A parishioner, W
J Perry was the successful tenderer. The foundation stone was laid by The
Governor-General, Lord Gowrie on 11 December 1938. Four bays of the nave
were completed by July 1939 and dedicated on 6 August 1939 by Bishop
Burghmann. The old iron Church was moved to the site that year, but was
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disposed of in 1985. The remainder of the Church was completed in 1956,
under the direction of J Burcham Clamp and Son. An organ loft was added at
the back of the nave in 1988, when Queen Elizabeth Il attended worship. The
Church is the largest Anglican Church in Canberra and the first built for the
Federal Capital. It is a red brick Church of traditionally Gothic form, but with
stylish geometric details. There are unusual triangular buttresses, stepped
brick tracery and a tall octagonal lantern on the transept tower. Sited on a
prominent corner balanced by the Catholic Cathedral, the two are separated
by the Manuka shopping centre. The cream brick interior also has the
geometric Gothic character of the exterior. Strong verticality is achieved by the
free standing piers braced in the manner of flying buttresses. Trees and other
plantings around the Church add to the contribution it makes to the
townscape.

National Trust
St P &hurch was Classified by the National Trust in 1989

The National Trust is a valuable community organisation however listing on their register provides
no statutory control. The National Trust ACT ceased classifying places in 2004, instead
nominating them to the ACT Heritage Register where, if accepted, they would be afforded a level
of statutory protection under the Heritage Act 2004.

Regqister of Significant Twentieth Century Architecture

St P a u ha8 also been recognised by the Royal Australian Institute of Architects (ACT Chapter)
as a significant building from the 20" century by its inclusion in the Register of Significant
Twentieth Century Architecture (RSTCA No: R073)

Name of Place: St Paul 6s Church of Engl and

Address/Location: Canberra Avenue and Captain Cook Crescent GRIFFITH 2603. Block 1
Section 39 of Griffith

Level of Significance: Regional

Category: Religious
Citation Revision Date: July 1987

Style: Art Deco

Date of Design : 1937

Designer: JB Clamp & Son

Construction Period: 1938-63

Statement of Significance

A church designed in a striking stylised 'Gothic' manner by J Burcham Clamp, which reveals the
influence of his former partner W. B. Griffin in geometric tracery and sharply-angled brick
buttresses. The tower is topped by an unusual octagonal lantern which is a strong element in the
contribution made by the church to its setting in the townscape. The interior complements the
exterior.
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Description

A red brick church of basically traditional Gothic form but with stylised geometric details. There
are unusual triangular buttresses, stepped brick surrounds to rectangular east and west windows,
diamond-shaped tracery and a tall octagonal lantern on the transept tower. Sited on a prominent
corner balanced by the Catholic Cathedral, the two are separated by the Manuka Shopping
Centre. The cream brick interior also has the geometric Gothic character of the exterior. Strong
verticality is achieved by the free-standing piers braced in the manner of flying buttresses.

Condition and Integrity
Good.

Analysis against the Criteria specified in Schedule 2 of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act
1991

(i) a place which demonstrates a high degree of technical and/or creative achievement, by
showing qualities of innovation or departure or representing a new achievement of its time

(i) a place which exhibits outstanding design or aesthetic qualities valued by the community or a
cultural group

(iii) a place which demonstrates a distinctive way of life, taste, tradition, religion, land use,
custom, process, design or function which is no longer practised, is in danger or being lost, or is
of exceptional interest

(iv) a place which is highly valued by the community or a cultural group for reasons of strong or
special religious, spiritual, cultural, educational or social associations

(v) a place which is the only known or only comparatively intact example of its type

(vi) a place which is a notable example of a class of natural or cultural places or landscapes and
which demonstrates the principal characteristics of that class

(vii) a place which has strong or special associations with person, group, event, development or
cultural phase which played a significant part in local or national history

(xi) a place which demonstrates a likelihood of providing information which will contribute
significantly to a wider understanding of natural or cultural history, by virtue of its use as a
research site, teaching site, type locality or benchmark site

1.12  Acknowledgements

The authors of this report gratefully acknowledge the assistance of the former and current Parish
Wardens Alan Livingstone Christie BE (M&E) Syd FIE Aust. and Robert John Houson Deane BA
(Syd); MDef. Studies (NSW ADFA).

Mary Pollard BA (Hons), Registration Certificate, ALIA; Grad Dip (Art History); Cert lll Floristry,
provided valuable insight into the plants within the grounds and in doing so helped an
understanding of the landscape setting.



Pl alb

Management

Church Conservation

Paul 6s Anglican

St

2 EVIDENCE OF SIGNIFICANCE

Overview description of site
Avenue and Captain Cook Crescent. The church is positioned near the centre of the 8,927square

2.1
metre block and is oriented north-east to south-west roughly parallel with the land contours. The

desire to minimise excavation and fill may have been one reason behind its orientation. The
Sanctuary faces to the north east. There are three other buildings on the site, namely the old
rectory (close to, and originally accessed by a driveway off, Canberra Avenue), the new rectory

St P a u Chuch is located at Lot 1 Section 56 Griffith on the south east corner of Canberra
parallel to the south side of the church (approximately on the site of the former tennis court), and

the hall plus office (south of the church and in line with the new rectory).
The landscape setting comprises plantings of trees and shrubs, plus formal and grassed areas in

addition to pedestrian and vehicular circulation. A gateway and signage wall are located on the

boundary facing the intersection of Canberra Avenue and Captain Cook Crescent.
Descriptions of individual buildings are set out below followed by a more detailed description of

the landscape.

EES

DI
M

Site plan showing buildings, landscaping and contours 2002. Source: Colin

Stewart Architects
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2.2 St Paul 6s Chur ch

In accordance with religious convention this report refers to the sanctuary end of the building as
EAST.

2.2.1 St Paul® Exterior

The exterior of the church is constructed from red face-brick laid in stretcher bond using a light
sand-coloured mortar. At the base of the walls the footing is stepped out from the wall in two
increments, once just above the skirting level and again at floor level. In addition to its structural
function the stepping creates a continuous horizontal line around the base of the building, visually
grounding it by suggesting a plinth.

The external walls are braced with engaged brick triangular columns variously described as

buttresses or pilasters that extend from the base to the top of the wall, dividing the elevation into

a series of bays. On the outer wall the pilasters taper to finish flush with the top of the wall. The

four pilasters on the upper/inner wall project above the parapet to enliven the design in a manner

thatwas populari n Art Deco design and also evident in some
including Newman College Melbourne and Castlecrag housing in Sydney.

Paired leadlight windows are set between the pilasters and detailed with a combination of
protruding and receding sill bricks, smaller pilasters and angled brickwork.

Lightly coloured stone (and/or composite cement) window frames (generally referred to as

0t r a previdg &d)stinctive contrast to the red brick walls. The upper section of the window
frames includes diagonal members that suggest similar details to some early Canberra
architecture and could be considered a geometric or Art Deco interpretation of gothic design. A
similar treatment is evident in the western timber doors and the top of the bell tower. Glazing on
the main side walls comprises a rectangular grid of leadlight with amber coloured glass. Coloured
leadlight depicting religious themes has been used in the sanctuary, the baptismal chapel and
above the western entry door.

The central roof over the nave is clad in glazed terra-cotta roof tiles, which harmonise with the
predominant clay-red colour of the brick walls.

North elevation 2015. Note angular tracery in windows. Photo: Pip Giovanelli 2015.



St Paul s Anglican Church Conservation Management Pl &d

The building has been erected in three stages each faithfully and sympathetically following the
original design. The junction between the stages is discernible on close inspection due to slight
variation in colour of mortar. Bricks in the 2001 phase are crisper than those of the older parts.
Each section is also conveniently marked with its own foundation stone. The central three bays
plus that of the northern entry portico were constructed first (1938-39), followed by an additional
bay, the tower, sanctuary and vestry second (1955) and the western two bays last (2001). The
octagonal upper section of the bell tower (or lantern) features cement panelling and decorative
treatments set within the brickwork, around the window and as a capping or parapet to the tower
top.

The vestry on the south eastern corner lacks the architectural character of the main body of the
church even though constructed from similar materials in the 1955 phase. It does little to enhance
views of the church from the east and contrasts with the northern entry portico and southern
baptismal chapel that are stylistically consistent with the dominant Art Deco architectural
character of the initial design. The 2001 western elevation closely follows the original. The
southern elevation, which is less prominent, is detailed with the same architectural character
evident elsewhere, other than for the vestry as noted above.

Western elevation completed 2001. Brickwork is crisper and colouration more even than in the earlier
phases. Photo: Pip Giovanelli 2015.

222 St Paul 6s I nterior

The interior features golden-hued brickwork that extends from the carpeted floor to the timber
lined and vaulted ceiling. The ceiling is supported on exposed purlins running the length of the
building, which in turn are supported by timber trusses aligned to the internal columns. Quatrefoil
cut-outs have been worked into the horizontal truss chord.

A line of brick columns with their generous arched openings sit in from the external wall creating
side aisles to the nave. The columns and outer wall are connected with a narrow bridge of
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arched brickwork, in many of which cracks have appeared over the years. Some cracks have
been filled, only to show evidence of further movement and it is recommended later in this report
that the cracks be investigated and monitored by a structural engineer. The internal arches are
slightly curved and pointed in the gothic manner however the internal detailing is not so redolent
of Art Deco treatments as the exterior.

\

Cracks in cross arches. Photo: PG 2015

The bell tower at the north-east and the vestry at the south-east sit behind the proscenium arch
and are largely out of view to the seated congregation. The sanctuary, which is raised two to
three steps, is spare in its detailing and with little adornment. The general lack of adornment
contrasts with some other churches andisanot i ceabl e f e at Notwéghstanfinggts, Paul 6 s .
some small brass plaques have been attached to the walls in the sanctuary and in the nave.
Brass plagues have also been attached to the pews in recognition of financial contributions from
the congregation. The Parish Council are not currently approving the addition of further plaques
to interior walls.

Interior view east to the sanctuary. Photo: PG 2015
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The baptistery chapel on the south side includes a font and coloured leadlight windows. A timber-
finished mezzanine over the nave, across the western two bays, contains a choir loft and organ.
Pipes arrayed either side of the central western window visually strengthen the interior symmetry.

Artificial lighting is provided by a series of wall mounted fixtures i one per bay, with additional
ceiling down-lights discretely positioned behind the roof trusses. Concern has been raised that
the downlights draw a lot of power and are difficult to access in the event that a bulb blows. A
more effective system would be preferable. Similarly, attention has been drawn to redundant
electrical wiring in the sub-floor and redundant circuits in the metre box, and volunteers have
recommended that the system be checked and rationalised.

The overall character of the interior is a mix of austerity due to the natural appearance of the
brickwork, contrasted with warmth from the golden quality of light.

The church is generally in very good condition with maintenance overseen by parish volunteers.
Specific works are detailed later in this report.

2.3 Old Rectory

The old rectory (completed August 1951) is a single-storey dwelling with red face-brick walls,
overhanging eaves and a hipped terra-cotta tiled roof. The steel framed windows have side hung
sashes and horizontal glazing bars while the most distinctive architectural feature of the building
is the unusual design of the fascia and soffit. The fascia comprises two boards set at an angle to
hide the gutter. The soffit (underside of eave) is panelled with several boards, also set on an
angle.

For the most part the external appearance of the building is suburban and conservative and quite
unlike other work for which the architect (Malcolm Moir) is widely regarded asoneof Canber r a b s
foremost mid-20™ century architects.

Externally the integrity of the building is high, allowing for some minor alteration to windows and
doors plus installation of metal security screens. A new carport has been added to the rear with
vehicle access from behind the church rather than directly off Canberra Avenue. Thick vegetation
has been allowed to grow on the Canberra Ave boundary, presumably for privacy and control of
traffic noise. The building was occupied by the Assistant Priest in 2015. Internally the solid walls
have been painted and the kitchen modernised. Integrity appears good and there are little, if any,
distinctive architectural treatments.
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Old rectory extgrior. Note the gutters are Internal corridor showing typical colour
behind the fascia boards. Photo PG scheme and detail. Photo PG

24 New Rectory

The new rectory is also a single storey red face-brick building with hipped terra-cotta tiled roof,
although unlike the old rectory it has conventional eaves details. Between the church and new
rectory is a timber arbour with colorbond screen, and facing the hall on the south end of the
building is a double width colorbond roller door. Internally the rooms are finished with
plasterboard sheeting and conventional cornice. While in relatively good condition the dwelling
has no distinctive architectural merit. The building was occupied by the Parish Priest in 2015.

New rectory front entry. Photo PG 2015 New rectory living room. Photo PG 2015

2.5 Hall and Office

Built into the side of the hill, the hall and kitchen occupy the upper rear level of the building. The

two-st orey front section comprises a series of rooms
function (dance studio etc) and on the lower floor are an office and second-hand clothes shop.

The hall roof is a shallow gabled structure clad in klip-lock metal sheets. The front two-storey

section has a skillion roof that abuts the hall. The elevation facing the church comprises a

sequence of brickwork and window panels. The end walls are red face-brick with no windows and

the rear wall is a combination of red brick and timber-framed windows.
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The building has a pleasing scale, is not unattractive and appears generally to have been well-
maintained thanks to some solid volunteer effort over the last few years. However the hall lacks
equitable access, with a steep ramp to the back door the only entry without stairs. Similarly there
are no menbts toilets on the upper (hall) 1level

Internally the hall and office building appears in fair-to-good condition although there is some
deterioration of ceiling in the upper entry foyer. Hall interior walls are brick, ceiling is
manufactured sheet supported on welded steel-web trusses. Floors are timber. The ground floor
in the office section is a concrete slab on ground, walls are painted brick and the first floor
appears to be a suspended concrete slab integrated with concrete beams.

The hall is at the rear of the upper level. Photo PG 2015.
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2.6 Landscape

The church grounds have undergone extensive and repeated alteration since the construction of
the initial stage of the church in 1938-39. The landscape as it stands in February 2015 is
described in the following section with reference to historic underpinnings where relevant. The
merits or otherwise of landscape elements are also noted. For the purpose of this report the
church is on the east-west axis with the sanctuary facing east.

2.6.1 Landscape Siting

The church is located diagonally and roughly centrally on the block. The broad or northern side of
the building faces towards the intersection of Canberra Avenue and Captain Cook Crescent and
hence the east, north and to some extent the west elevations are an important part of the public
realm. From many points beyond the site the church is not readily visible because of the
evergreen cedar trees on the grassed verge and the dense leaf cover in spring, summer and
autumn of deciduous trees on the lower apron. The cedars along Captain Cook Crescent are on
ACT Government land and not part of this report. They are excellent specimens and clearly
significant. By comparison the trees on the verge fronting Canberra Avenue lack the gravitas of
the cedars and are not robust examples of their type.

Significant trees

Pin Oak

Lombardy poplar

Pin Oak i heavily pruned
English Oak

Pin Oak

Pin Oak -split

Celtis Australis at former
corners of Mission Hall

OTMmMmoOO >

Landscape areas in this report

Lower apron

Upper apron

External axis

Garsia Garden

John and Barbara Griffiths rose
garden

South side of church
Residential garden

Old Rectory

East of sanctuary

a s~ wWN PP

© 0o ~N O

Site plan showing garden areas
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2.6.2 Lower Apron

Five mature oaks and a Lombardy poplar located on church land are well developed specimens
and although not rare are considered significant in this context as the earliest surviving plantings
on the site. These trees are understood to be from the 1940s and associated with the Anglican

C h u rsanhia occupation of the site, and in a 1960s aerial photo they appear already well
established. One tree has a worrying split in the trunk and is understood to have been reinforced
with a bolt to prevent it from breaking apart. Recent pruning has resulted in a fair amount of wood
being removed and each of these significant trees needs to be assessed by an arborist from time
to time and managed to ensure their longevity while minimising risk to people and property.

\\
Poplar since
removed

Aerial photo circa 1960. Source: Shakespeare Collection NLA.

The English Oak (Quercus robur) is located near the steps from the corner gate, behind a
protective cement block wall. It is distinguished by a darker leaf and is noted in the EMA CMP
as dating from the 1950s. Also on the lower apron is a Lombardy poplar located close to the
Canberra Ave footpath. The species is not rare and this is not an especially good example
however it is also noted in the EMA CMP as dating from the 1950s. The photo above shows a
well-established tree close to the carriageway that was presumably removed when the road was
widened. In 2015 there is a Lombardy poplar in the central median strip that is more or less
opposite the one that is on the church land and the two trees create a pair similar to that in the
1960s photo above. The church poplar does not appear to be causing any problems and like the
others on the lower apron should be managed to maturity.

Some of the lower branches on the oaks hang low and when in leaf obscure views through to the
church. It is recommended that a careful pruning of the lower branches be undertaken
periodically to enhance the views of the church to pedestrians and motorists.

Harry Taylor-Rogers notes that two trees were planted on the lower lawn as part of a
Commemorative Garden on 30 June 1963 to commemorate Harold Preston-Stanley and Aubrey
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Martensz (HTRp58). Plaques at the base of the trees were visible in 2000, however the
construction of the curved carpark buried much of the lower lawn and presumably the
commemorative trees were lost at that time.

The grass on the 2001 embankment and the ground on the lower apron appear dry and it seems
that a former watering system has failed and is in need of repair.

N
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Deciduous and evergreen trees block views of the church for much of the year. Photo PG 2015

2.6.3 The Upper Apron

The construction of the two additional bays at the western end of the church in 2001 was
accompanied by substantial landscaping including an arc of car parking between the church and
road intersection, new pathways and complete redesign of the Garsia memorial garden. Other
than the few trees noted on the lower apron, no vegetation from before 2001 survives in the area
affected by the work.

The 2001 landscape design by Colin Stewart Architects imposed planning rigour to the grounds,
appropriate to a building and site of St Paul ds st al
church provide welcome shade in summer. The new corner gate, sign wall and pathways

strengthen the churchds connection /orientation to
pedestrian linkage to primary doorways. The open grass lawn allows the building to be

appreciated in its entirety and a low-level water feature has been introduced to both assist and

take advantage of the path layout. Garden beds of English box, agapanthus and red hot poker

are located against the base of the church wall, although some weed plants and potentially

problematic trees have also established themselves in this bed.
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Pool on north apron was part of 2001 landscape plan. Seats are used regularly by the Manuka community.

2.6.4 External Axis

From the western door a series of external spaces were created in the 2001 landscaping program
including an open hard-paved gathering space immediately outside the door. Further west along
the external axis a tree-lined path leads into a formal arbour or Lych Gate that defines the
junction between pedestrian and vehicular circulation. A vegetated turning circle terminates the
axis. Further west by the vehicle exit to Captain Cook Crescent are a pencil pine and prunus
persica that are not evident in the 1960s aerial photo.

Western axis runs from the turning circle, through the lych gate, and between the avenue of trees to the
western door and through the nave to the sanctuary. Photo PG 2015.
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2.6.5 Garsia Garden

Adjacent to the tree-lined path is the Garsia memorial garden that was fully re-worked to fit within
the 2001 landscape masterplan. It comprises a rectangular flat grassed lawn defined by red brick
walls behind which is a hedge and tree screen that serve to provide privacy and a sense of
containment. Memorial plaques are attached to the garden walls. The stump of a former eucalypt
tree remains within the grassed area but does not seem to have any current noted significance.
There had been an intention to carve it that never eventuated. It is now decaying.

— 7

Garsia garden with memorial plaques and stair to upper road and office. Former tree stump is visible to left
of stairs. Photo: PG 2015.

2.6.6 John and Barbara Griffiths Rose Garden

A set of stairs leads from the Garsia garden to the upper driveway and hall/office, outside of

which is the John and Barbara Griffiths rose garden. It is tucked into the corner between the hall

stairs and the office entry. Soil is banked up behind a rubble stone wall amongst which are

ground creepers and approximately 10 roses (White Iceberg) toward the rear section of the

garden. Reverend John Griffithswasaf or mer rector at St Paul 6s who had
garden between the new rectory and the church. The roses were salvaged from the area when

the driveway was extended through to the old rectory.

This small but
attractive garden
houses roses
salvaged from the
front of the new
rectory when the drive
was extended to the
rear of the old rectory.
Photo: PG 2015.
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2.6.7 South side of church

Immediately south of the church the ground has been landscaped partly with a concrete apron
and drain and partly with white pebbles. These extend to the edge of the rock outcrop that was
excavated circa 1938 to allow for a level area for the building. A pencil pine (Cupressus
sempervirens) and a mix of shrubs grow in the immediate area. Their age is not entirely clear
however they post-date 1960 and the pine seems stylistically appropriate to the formal building
with its strong vertical lines. This and the pencil pine west of the driveway entry from Captains
Cook Crescent are of similar size and possibly date from the same time. Note that much of the

area between the baptistery and t héthe®ignallSy was
P aul 6 s1pP85 and hence the plants are relatively recent. On the corners of the Mission Hall

were two small trees (Celtis Australis) that still survive and are therefore significant as the most
tangi ble evidence of the halldéds former | ocation

Old Mission Hall

photo below.

behind the church prior
to its dismantling and
removal. The Celtis
australis trees at the
corners of the building
are still on site and
evident in the 2015

visual filter to

Photo PG 2015.

Two Celtis australis
trees left of driveway
define corners of the
former Mission hall.
Manchurian pears on
right create an informal
arcade and provide a

development behind.
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